
CM
YK

ND-ND

DELHI, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015

Printed at Chennai, Coimbatore, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Madurai, Noida, Visakhapatnam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Vijayawada, Mangaluru, Tiruchirapalli, Kolkata, Hubballi, Mohali, Allahabad and Malappuram 

• •

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 ● RNI No. TNENG/2012/49940 ● ISSN 0971 - 751X ● Vol. 5 ● No. 244 ● CITY EDITION ● 20 Pages ● Rs. 8.00 ● www.thehindu.in

INSIDE � NEWS | PAGE 12

57% TURNOUT IN PHASE 1
PATNA: The first phase of the
Bihar poll for 49 Assembly seats in
10 districts passed off peacefully
on Monday with 57 per cent vote
cast.

WORLD | PAGE 14

COUNTER-TERROR DRILLS BEGIN 
BEIJING: India began counter-
terror drills with China in Kunming
on Monday, even as naval
exercises with the U.S. and Japan
started in the Bay of Bengal.

NEWS | PAGE 12

RUSHDIE BACKS AUTHORS
NEW DELHI: Salman Rushdie on
Monday joined the protest against
“rising intolerance” even as more
authors decided to return their
Sahitya Akademi awards.

BUSINESS | PAGE 15

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT UP
NEW DELHI: Industrial output rose
to 6.4 per cent in August on strong
manufacturing and capital goods,
while retail inflation remained in
the comfort zone.

SHIV SENA’S ATTACK ON SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI CAUSES POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC EMBARRASSMENT FOR INDIA

MUMBAI: Shiv Sena’s need to
regain its increasingly
threatened political space in
Maharashtra appeared to
rear its head again on Mon-
day when some cadres
smeared black paint on Sud-
heendra Kulkarni for hosting
former Pakistan Foreign
Minister Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri.

Though the Sena shocked
Mumbai’s liberal cosmopol-
itanism by defacing Mr. Kul-
karni’s face with oil paint, the
Devendra Fadnavis regime
showed once again that when
the government has ade-
quate will, it is possible to
rein in trouble-makers. 

Despite fresh threats by
the Sena to intensify its pro-
tests, Mr. Kasuri’s memoir
“Neither a Hawk Nor a Dove:
An Insider’s Account of Pa-
kistan’s Foreign Policy” was
launched without any fur-

ther incident. The police es-
corted Mr. Kasuri to the
venue, and threw a three-tier
security cover to prevent any
further embarrassment to
Chief Minister Fadnavis.

Mr. Fadnavis, also the
home minister, disapproved
of the attack. “We may not
agree with somebody’s views,
but when a foreign dignitary
or a diplomat arrives on a val-
id visa and holds a pro-
gramme, it’s the duty of a
state to provide protection.”

Former Indian diplomats
said incidents such as these
tarnished the country’s im-
age, besides hurting the “idea
of India.”

Earlier, former BJP leader
Kulkarni, the chairperson of
the Observer Research Foun-
dation (ORF), an interna-
tional policy think tank, was
rendered virtually unrecog-
nisable after some Sena ac-
tivists stopped his car near
his central Mumbai resi-

dence around 9.30 a.m., and
smeared his face with paint. 

Undeterred, Mr. Kulkarni
came to ORF’s south Mum-
bai office, and announced
that he would not be cowed
down by the attack and
would continue with the
book launch. The attack
came after Mr. Kulkarni met
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav

Thackeray late on Sunday
night to persuade the Sena to
withdraw its agitation.

Six persons, including Se-
na shakha pramukh Gajanan
Patil, were arrested for their
alleged role in the attack.

Uddhav refused to withdraw
agitation, despite request
Satish Nandgaonkar

A BLACK DAY: Former Pakistan Minister Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri speaking to the media, along
with Sudheendra Kulkarni, in Mumbai on
Monday. — PHOTO: ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

Black paint does not deter Kasuri book launch

� I WANTED TO PAY TRIBUTE TO
MUMBAI: KASURI; THE STORIED LIFE OF
SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI | PAGE 13

NEW DELHI: The attack on
Sudheendra Kulkarni is evi-
dence of the changing dy-
namics of the relationship
between the Shiv Sena and
the BJP ever since the pass-
ing of three leaders who had
shaped the alliance — the
BJP’s Pramod Mahajan and
Gopinath Munde and the
Sena’s Balasaheb
Thackeray.

The ‘Mahayuti’ or the alli-
ance between the parties
when Bal Thackeray was
alive was very different from
what it is now. 

The BJP was very much a
junior partner and Mahajan
and Munde were its main
facilitators.

Dominant Thackeray

While there was parity
among Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
L.K. Advani and Bal Thacke-

ray, the latter would still
dominate the relationship
in Maharashtra. 

He successfully inter-
vened on behalf of Munde in
2006 when he was being
sidelined in the party after
the death of Mahajan. 

Changing dynamics of
ties between BJP, Sena 
Nistula Hebbar

� THACKERAY BACKED SUSHMA;
‘COMPETITIVE INTOLERANCE’ | PAGE 13

� PLURAL INDIA COMES TOGETHER TO
CONDEMN ATTACK; INDIA’S IMAGE AT
STAKE, SAY DIPLOMATS; | PAGE 13
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NEW DELHI/ SRINAGAR: The Jam-
mu and Kashmir police have
weaned away around 40
young men, mostly from
south Kashmir, from joining
the terror outfit Hizbul Muja-
hideen by tracking their activ-
ities on social media, a senior
Home Ministry official said.

Security agencies in Kash-
mir are grappling with a grow-
ing number of youths joining
the militant ranks and the au-
thorities are nipping these at-

tempts in the bud by
identifying the probable
recruits on the basis of their
activities. A case in point is
Pulwama district where 24
boys were dissuaded by the
police in just two months. On
September 24, at least 16 boys
were handed over to their
parents.

A top counter-insurgency
officer told The Hindu on
condition of anonymity that
Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander Burhan Muzaffar
Wani (22) was a “motivation
for some of these boys.” “The
video of Burhan and online
activism did play a role in at-
tracting these youths to mil-
itancy. Many youths were
attracted to militancy after
listening to separatist leaders’
speeches at the funeral of
slain militants,” he added.

Vijaita Singh 
& Peerzada Ashiq

Police wean 40 youths from
militancy in south Kashmir

� CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

In Pulwama, 24 boys
were dissuaded from
taking to militancy in
just two months 

NEW DELHI: The former Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, has
condemned the attack on his
erstwhile aide Sudheendra
Kulkarni, allegedly by Shiv Sena
activists in Mumbai. “Of late, we
have seen an increase in cases of
intolerance. This is against
democracy,” he said. PAGE 13

‘It is against
democracy’

NEW DELHI: An accomplished
Bharatanatyam, Kathakali
and Kathak dancer, she has
trained the likes of Hema Ma-
lini, been featured on an Indi-
an stamp in 1962, won
innumerable accolades and
taught at Delhi University’s
Rajdhani College. However,

at 82 years of age, veteran
danseuse Tara Balgopal today
lives in abject poverty in her
musty Rajouri Garden house
and is dependant on charity
for two square meals.

Ms. Balgopal blames her fi-
nancial plight on the sheer
neglect by government au-

thorities, banks and even in-
surance firms. While she was
a Reader at Rajdhani College,
post-retirement she was paid
the pension of a lecturer and
claims the college owes her
Rs.2 crore in dues. The dec-
ade-long court case she has
been fighting has drained all
her financial resources.

Govt comes to aid
of veteran danseuse 

Tara Balgopal at her residence at Rajouri Garden in

West Delhi on Monday. PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Sidhartha Roy

NEW DELHI: Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh Monday gave
the green signal for the release
of a convicted Khalistani ter-
rorist lodged in a prison in
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh on hu-
manitarian grounds, a senior
government official said.

The convict, identified as Wa-
ryam Singh, was held guilty by a
TADA court in 1990 for taking
part in the Punjab liberation
movement and has been lodged
in the U.P jail since then. He is
one of the 13 convicted terror-
ists, lodged in various prisons,
whose release has been sought
by the Shiromani Akali Dal , an
ally of the Bhartiya Janata Par-
ty, on humanitarian grounds.

Waryam Singh’s release
comes ahead of the Punjab As-
sembly elections scheduled for
early 2017 and is seen as a move
by the NDA government to win
over the Sikh community.

It was in January this year
that Punjab’s Deputy Chief
Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal
handed over a list of 13 terror
convicts to Mr. Singh and
sought his intervention to facil-
itate their release.

Since Waryam Singh was
lodged in a U.P prison, the State
administration sent a letter to
the Home Ministry and sought
its comment on a proposal to
release the terror convict on
grounds of old age and good
conduct. The U.P. administra-
tion wrote to the MHA after
Shiromani Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak Committee chief Av-
tar Singh Makkar met U.P.
Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav
in July this year.

“There was a request from
the Punjab government and the
U.P. authorities also wrote to
the MHA regarding Waryam
Singh’s release. The Home Min-
ister on compassionate grounds
decided that since he is already
70 years old and has served
more than 20 years in jail, it

would not be unjust to do so.
This decision has also been tak-
en seeing his good conduct in
the jail,” said a senior Home
Ministry official.

Earlier, the Home Ministry
was against the release of con-
victed terrorists as it would give
a wrong signal to the law en-
forcement agencies and pri-
marily be seen as
“appeasement” of a particular
community. Earlier, Punjab
Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal wrote to five Chief Minis-
ters and two Union Territory
administrations, seeking the
premature release of the 13 con-
victed terrorists on humanitar-
ian grounds.

Among the 13 Sikh terror
convicts whose release is being
sought by the Punjab govern-
ment are five serving life im-
prisonment for the
assassination of former Punjab
Chief Minister Beant Singh.
Those who are lodged in various
jails are -- Lakhwinder Singh,
Shamsher Singh and Gurmeet
Singh, lodged in Burail jail,
Chandigarh; Gurmeet Singh
Fauji serving in a Rajasthan jail;
Jagtar Singh Hawara, Paramjit
Singh Bheora, Davinder Singh
Pal Bhullar and Daya Singh La-
horia in Tihar jail, Delhi; Gur-
deep Singh Khaira in Gulbarga
jail, Karnataka; Lal Singh Akal-
garh lodged in Naba jail and
Subeg Singh and Nand Singh
lodged in Chandigarh jail.

Ahead of Punjab
polls, Govt to release
Khalistan militant
Vijaita Singh

The Centre’s move is
seen as an attempt to
appease the Sikhs 

GURGAON: Gurgaon Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) Bharti Arora, who
was involved in a dispute with
Commissioner of Police Nav-
deep Singh Virk over investi-

gation into a rape case, was on
Monday transferred as DIG
(Welfare and Training), PHQ,
Panchkula, in a late night re-
shuffle involving 10 other IPS
officers.

While Ms. Arora had ac-
cused Mr. Virk of “going out

of his way” to help the victim,
the latter accused her of hav-

ing family relations with the
accused and his family and
trying to shield them. A probe
was ordered into the allega-
tions and the report was sub-
mitted to the DGP, Haryana,
this past week.

The transfer it is widely

seen as the outcome of the
fight between the two
officers.

Reacting to her transfer,
Ms. Bharti said it was the
“prerogative” of the govern-
ment and she was not
disappointed.

Gurgaon Joint CP who took on boss shunted out
Staff Reporter

EXCLUSIVE

� ONLINE PETITION CAME TO HER
RESCUE | PAGE 8
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Delhi in grip of worst dengue crisis since 1996
The Capital is currently facing its worst dengue season since
1996 with the city reporting 10,683 cases — Delhi: 9,058;
outside: 1,625. In 1996, 10,253 cases were reported >> Page 4 

Notice to NTPC for ‘polluting’ thermal plant
The Delhi government’s Environment Department has issued a
notice to the NTPC for flouting emission norms at its 40-year-old
power plant situated in Badarpur >> Page 5 

NEW DELHI: Rehabilitating pa-
tients with mental illness
through half-way homes will
soon become a reality in the
Capital. While there are op-
tions for treatment of mental
illness in the Capital like at the
Institute of Human Behaviour
and Allied Sciences (IHBAS)
in Dilshad Garden, the city is
found severely lacking when it
comes to half-way homes. 

Half-way homes serve as a
stop-gap place for people who
have undergone treatment for
mental illness before they
venture into the real world.
The project of constructing
half-way homes, which was
undertaken at the time of the
Sheila Dikshit-led Congress
government, is now ready to
be rolled out with five such
homes. The Aam Aadmi Party
government is now figuring
out how to run these places
and will conduct a workshop
on Friday to decide on the
same. 

Mental health experts from
all over the country will be
part of the brainstorming ses-
sion-cum-workshop. 

“The idea behind this brain-
storming session is to discuss
how half-way homes are going
to be run in the future, be-
cause they cannot be run by
people in the government
alone. We need the support of

experts on the subject,” an of-
ficial from the Social Welfare
Department of Delhi govern-
ment said.

“Whether we run these
homes under a Public-Pri-
vate-Partnership model or
with the help of some non-

government organisations or
institutes for mental health,
this will be decided at the
workshop. We have invited
various stakeholders, includ-
ing representatives from
NGOs, mental health experts
and people who are already

running half-way homes in
other parts of the country to
discuss ideas,” the official add-
ed. 

One half-way home each
will come up in Rohini Sec-
tor-22, IFC Narela and Dwar-
ka Sector-3, and two at Rohini
Sector-3. The homes will also
have day-care centres for
those who might want to leave
a child or family member for a
few hours. All five homes will
have 25 residential accommo-
dations for patients and sever-
al rooms for day-care centre
patients. 

“Sometimes people who
have received treatment for
mental illness need a kind of a
stop-gap place before they
venture into the real world.
These places will help provide
just that. People who suffer
from schizophrenia, depres-
sion or other mental illnesses
will be given treatment and
counselling at these homes.
The idea is to provide state-of-
the-art facilities at these
homes with nurses and coun-
sellors. In the future, we will
also try to provide vocational
training to the inmates,” add-
ed the official. 

According to officials, the
proposal for making half-way
homes was made after direc-
tions from the High Court in
2009, after a public interest
litigation was filed on the is-
sue. 

City has options for treatment of mental illness, but not rehabilitation 

Kritika Sharma Sebastian 

Delhi set to get 5 half-way homes 

ENGLISH

THE WALK: DT (Saket, Shalimar
Bagh), FUN (Moti Nagar, Pitampura,
Laxmi Nagar), PVR (Plaza, Saket,
Naraina, City Walk), Satyam (Nehru
Place, Patel Nagar, Janakpuri)

HINDI

JAZBAA (New Release:
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Irrfan
Khan): Aakash, Amba, Abhishek,
Delite Diamond, PVR (Plaza, Rivoli,
Priya, Saket, Citywalk, Naraina,
Vikaspuri, Prashant Vihar, EDM),
M2K (Rohini, Pitampura), FUN (Moti

Nagar, Pitampura, Laxmi Nagar,
Karkardooma), Satyam (Patel Nagar,
Janakpuri, Nehru Place), Wave (Raja
Garden, Noida, Kaushambi), BIG
(Odeon, Noida, Vaishali, Kaushambi),
DT (Saket, Shalimar Bagh, Vasant
Kunj), Movie Time (Raja Garden,
Pitampura), SRS Cinemas, Spice
(Noida), MMX, JAM Shipra, Galaxie,
Star X (Vaishali), M4U, SM World,
Movie Palace, Movie Magic,
Chaudhary (Ghaziabad).

TALVAR (Irrfan Khan, Konkona
Sen Sharma, Neeraj Kabi): Delite
Diamond, M Cinemas, G3S (Rohini),
PVR (Plaza, Rivoli, Priya, Saket,

Citywalk, Naraina, Vikaspuri,
Prashant Vihar, EDM, Opulent), FUN
(Moti Nagar, Pitampura, Laxmi Nagar,
Karkardooma), DT (Saket, Shalimar
Bagh, Vasant Kunj), M2K (Rohini,
Pitampura), Wave (Raja Garden,
Noida, Kaushambi), BIG (Odeon,
Noida, Vaishali, Kaushambi), SRS
Cinemas, Spice (Noida), JAM Shipra,
Galaxie, Star X (Vaishali), M4U, SM
World, Movie Palace, Movie Magic,
Chaudhary (Ghaziabad).

SINGH IS BLING (Akshay
Kumar, Amy Jackson, Lara Dutta):
Delite, Amba, G3S (Rohini), M2K
(Rohini, Pitampura), DT (Saket,

Shalimar Bagh, Vasant Kunj), Movie
Time (Raja Garden, Pitampura),
Satyam (Patel Nagar, Janakpuri,
Nehru Place), Wave (Raja Garden,
Noida, Kaushambi), BIG (Odeon,
Noida, Vaishali, Kaushambi), SRS
Cinemas, Spice (Noida), Galaxie, Star
X (Vaishali), Movie World and Silver
City (Ghaziabad), Inox and Q Cinemas
(Faridabad).

(BOOKING ENQUIRIES: PVR
51513391; Spice Gold
012043890000; Satyam Cinemas
25797385; Delite 23272903;
Wave 51832222)

CINEMA

NEW DELHI: Theatre artiste Maya
Krishna Rao, who is known for her
powerful issue-based performances,
on Monday returned her 2010 Sangeet
Natak Akademi award in protest
against the recent Dadri lynching
incident. 

Ms. Rao said: “The present
government has, in spite of reminders
from society, done little to stand up for
the rights of people to express their
thoughts and ideas, and live the way
they would choose to in a free
country.” 

She is the first performance artiste
to join a string of writers handing over
their literary awards in protest against
the way the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Central government has dealt with a
number of issues facing the country
today.

In a letter to Akademi secretary
Helen Acharya, Ms. Rao wrote that a
village ironsmith was lynched and
killed due to a carefully-orchestrated
malicious rumour in Dadri, but the
government failed to speak up for the

rights of citizens. She added that
rationalists, creative artistes, thinkers,
dissenters and activists have faced
threats and even been murdered in the
country and that her conscience did not
allow her to retain the award in these
circumstances. She further stated that
the government is yet to empathise and
reassure the country that the basic
values of independent thinking and way
of life of the people will be safeguarded
at any cost. 

Born in 1953 in New York, Ms. Rao

has donned the hats of an actor,
director, educator, writer and activist,
and has been active since the 1970s. She
has come up with series of works that
provoked her audiences to think about
political issues. She founded a street
theatre group, Theatre Union, and
raised issues like dowry, and rape law in
her works. Her recent play Walk, in
response to the December 16 bus gang-
rape, has been performed several times
in schools, colleges, street, living rooms,
shopping malls, NGOs and rallies. 

Theatre artiste returns Sangeet Natak Akademi award
Jaideep Deo Bhanj By returning her 2010 Sangeet

Natak Akademi award in
protest against the recent
Dadri lynching incident, Maya
Krishna Rao becomes the first
performance artiste to join a
string of writers handing over
their literary awards in protest
against the way the Central
government has dealt with a
number of issues

NEW DELHI: Lord Ganesha has
been represented in many
forms over the years and is a
favourite with many artists. 

Over 30 artists have come
together in a group show, ti-
tled “MahaGanapati”, and
have portrayed him in a
unique way. The belief that
worshipping Lord Ganesha

whenever a new venture is
started brings success and that
he is a good listener because he
has big ears, and that is why he
listens to the miseries of his de-
votees is brought out by many
artists, including M.F Hussain 

The exhibition is being held
at Mirus Art Gallery, Saket, and
has been curated by Praveen
Upadhye. It is on till October
22.

The myriad forms
of Lord Ganesha

Over 30 artists have come together in a group
show, titled “MahaGanapati”. The exhibition is on
at Mirus Art Gallery, Saket, till October 22.

Staff Reporter

WEATHER WATCH (City-wise reading yesterday)

For metros highlighted, readings show max temperature

Delhi | 35.5° C

Kolkata | 34.2° C

Mumbai | 34.3° C

Hyderabad | 34.5° C

Chennai | 35.3° CBengaluru | 29.2° C

Image & Data: India Meteorological Department

Forecast for Tuesday: No forecast warning

Max Min Max Min Max Min
Agartala 32.1 23.6 Hubballi 29.0 21.0 New Delhi 35.5 21.5

Ahmedabad 36.7 24.5 Hyderabad 34.5 22.2 Patna 34.2 24.8

Allahabad 36.8 21.9 Imphal 24.0 18.2 Port Blair 30.1 23.7

Aizawl 27.3 13.0 Jaipur 39.2 22.8 Pune 31.1 20.3

Bengaluru 29.2 20.4 Kohima 24.5 14.0 Puducherry 33.5 23.8

Bhopal 36.6 20.8 Kolkata 34.2 25.6 Raipur 35.0 24.4

Bhubaneswar 34.3 24.5 Kochi 31.2 23.6 Ranchi 32.2 20.1

Chandigarh 34.2 23.8 Kozhikode 33.0 25.9 Shillong 21.5 14.2

Chennai 35.3 27.0 Kurnool 34.0 27.2 Shimla 24.0 11.6

Coimbatore 30.6 21.9 Lucknow 33.6 22.7 Srinagar 27.8 11.3

Dehradun 30.4 20.1 Madurai 34.4 23.5 Vijayawada 36.7 24.2

Gangtok 17.4 14.3 Mangaluru 32.2 24.2 Visakhapatnam 34.8 25.7

Goa 32.0 25.0 Mumbai 34.3 23.6 Thiruvananthapuram 31.8 25.0

Guwahati 30.9 20.5 Mysuru 29.6 20.9 Tiruchi 35.1 23.0

GURGAON: A Gurgaon-based
community radio station —
Gurgaon Ki Awaaz — on Mon-
day launched a new radio se-
ries called “Hamara
Samvidhaan.” The initiative
has been introduced in part-
nership with “We the Peo-
ple”, a network that aims at
expanding active, engaged
and informed citizenry in the
country and with local sup-
port from the District Legal
Services Authority here. The
radio station gets program-
matic and research support
from Ideosync Media Com-
bine and the United Nations
Democracy Fund (UNDEF).

The 13-part series delves
into the importance of the
Constitution of India, and fo-
cuses on the values laid out in
the Preamble. In each epi-
sode, experts will connect
with listeners to show how
every value laid out in the
Preamble is connected deeply
with our daily life, and the
growth and betterment of the
society we live in. Students
from District Institute of
Education and Training
(DIET), as well as thousands
of listeners across Gurgaon,
will be able to call into the
studio to join the live
discussions.

The series will broadcasts
its first episode on Saturday.

DIET students were an in-
tegral part of formative re-
search for the programme.
The programme will be
broadcast on 107.8 FM on
Saturdays at 1 p.m. 

Gurgaon
community
radio launches
series on
Constitution 
Ashok Kumar
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Oct 13, Tue Oct 14, Wed Oct 15, Thu

RISE 06 20 SET 17 55 RISE 06 21 SET 17 54 RISE 06 22 SET 17 53

RISE 06 26 SET 18 15 RISE 07 17 SET 18 51 RISE 08 09 SET 19 31

NEW DELHI: With Delhi Police
recruitment teams camping
in the eight States in the
Northeastern part of the
country, the force has inched
a step closer to its long dis-
cussed plan of inducting per-
sonnel from the region in its
ranks.

Eight separate teams — one
each for Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Trip-
ura, collectively known as
‘seven sisters’, and Sikkim —
left the city in the beginning
of October and will stay there
till November-end, carrying
out the recruitment process.

A senior police officer said
that through the drive, the
force plans to induct 450 per-
sonnel from these States.
While Assam has the highest
number of sanctioned posts
(100), the other States will ac-
count for the remaining 350
(50 for each State).

Notifications uploaded on
the websites of the respective

police forces of these States
suggest that male-female ra-
tio in the vacancies is (3:1).
For instance, Mizoram has 34
vacancies for men and 16 for

women, while in Nagaland
the corresponding numbers
are 33 and 17.

As of now, these teams
have set the ball rolling by

uploading the notifications
with coordination with the
State police forces and post-
ing advertisements in the lo-
cal newspapers as well as the

national ones which have an
edition in bigger centres such
as Guwahati.

As far as the composition of
the recruitment teams are
concerned, each one of these
teams is headed by either a
Deputy Commissioner rank
officer or an Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner and com-
prise an Assistant
Commissioner and an inspec-
tor rank officer as well.

“Once the responses come,
the teams will scrutinise and
shortlist the suitable candi-
dates and make another
round for the physical train-
ing part. We hope that the
process would be completed
by November and the results
will be out the next month,”
said the officer.

On the responses and in-
clination of youth in these
States to join the city police
force of a place as distant as
the Capital, a senior Mizoram
Police officer said that on the
first day, 100 forms were sold
and he sees the number as
encouraging.

Shubhomoy Sikdar

Cops to be inducted from Northeast 

Exhibition: “After The Rains” - a
group exhibition of paintings in aid of
maitri and cancer sahyog at Open
Palm Court Gallery, India Habitat
Centre (IHC), 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Exhibition: Dheeraj Verma’s
“Strong India” - an art and painting
exhibition at Gallery No. 4, Lalit Kala
Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan, Coperni-
cus Marg, Mandi House, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Métamorphose” - a
group exhibition of 9 artists at Gallery
No. 8, Lalit Kala Akademi, Rabindra
Bhavan, Copernicus Marg, Mandi
House, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Seedling 2015” - an
art exhibition of choicest works of
young talents at All India Fine Arts &
Craft Society (AIFACS), 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Paintings: “Flowing Water” -
paintings by Artist Kasturi Hazarika at
Arpana Art Gallery, Academy of Fine
Arts & Literature (AFAL), 4/6, Sirifort
Institutional Area, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Seminar: ‘From Hierarchy to
Hindu Politeness: Why civility mat-
ters in the study of Dalit politics’ by
Dr. Suryakant Waghmore, Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences, Mumbai at
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library

(NMML), Teen Murti House, 3 p.m.
Lecture: ‘India and its Northeast:

Another big push without a takeoff?’
by Prof. Sanjib Baruah, Bard College,
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, US
and Centre for Policy Research, New
Delhi at Nehru Memorial Museum &
Library (NMML), Teen Murti House,
3 p.m.

Talk: “A Manual on Conservation
of Historic Gardens: The Indian Con-
text Based on the Florence Charter on
Historic Gardens” by Dr. Priyaleen
Singh, Professor at the School of Plan-
ning and Architecture at Conference
Room - I, Main Building, India In-
ternational Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m.

Screening: “Wasted” documen-
tary film screening on the concept of
waste and recycle in India at Habitat
World, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7
p.m.

Culture: Navaratri Sangeetotasa-
vam-2015: Sangeeta Kalanidhi Dr.T.V.
Gopalakrishnan to perform chanting
of Mahishasuramardini at Aiswarya
Maha Ganapati Temple, C-2, Keshav
Puram, 7 p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column
at cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

DELHI TODAY

NEW DELHI: A 37-year-old man
was arrested on Monday for
allegedly raping a six-year-
old girl and then abandoning
her in a forested area in
South-West Delhi’s Baba
Haridas Nagar last week.

The arrest comes after al-
legations by the victim’s
family that police inaction
had allowed accused Ashok
to escape.

The incident, which took
place on October 5, bears ee-
rie similarities to the recent
Keshav Puram incident, in
which a four-year-old was
raped and brutalised. 

Like the other incident, in
this case case too the victim
was first lured with choco-

lates and then taken away to
a secluded area where she
was allegedly raped.

According to the girl’s fa-
ther, the suspect is their
neighbour and a fellow ten-
ant. 

He has been absconding
since the incident. 

The father blames the po-
lice for not taking timely ac-
tion, thus allowing the man
to flee.

He said that while his
daughter went missing in
the afternoon, he came to
know about it only when he
returned late in the evening. 

Then called up the police
control room, but the girl
could not be traced by the
PCR staff or area police. The
man further added that his

daughter was playing out-
side the house when she was
allegedly abducted by Ash-
ok. 

The police, however, said
the girl was picked up in her
mother’s presence.

In the early hours of the
next day (October 6), when
she regained consciousness,
the girl spotted two CISF ja-
wan jogging near the forests.
The personnel informed the
PCR and helped reunite her
with the family, the father
added.

A case under the relevant
provisions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act has
been registered at Baba Har-
idas Nagar police station. 

Shubhomoy Sikdar

Man accused of raping minor arrested
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he figures say it all. The Capital is
currently facing its worst dengue
season since 1996 with the city
reporting 10,683 cases - Delhi:
9,058, outside: 1,625. In 1996,
10,253 cases were reported along
with 423 deaths. 

This year, Delhi has reported 41
confirmed dengue deaths so far. 

Over 3,000 fresh dengue cases
have been recorded in the last one
week, according to the latest fig-
ures released by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

While the MCD data showed 30
people had died of dengue this
season, records of major hospitals
put the number of dead at any-
where near 41-43.

“This year has been particularly
bad because the circulating virus
strains 2 and 4 are deadly,” said a
senior official at the Union Minis-
try of Health and Family Welfare.
There are four genetically distinct
viral strains — 1, 2, 3 and 4 — of
dengue. Strains 1 and 3 are consid-
ered milder.

“Of the 10,683 cases, September
alone has seen 6,775 cases, also the
highest in the last six years. Till
October 3, at least 7,606 dengue
cases and 25 deaths have been re-
ported,” said the MCD report. 

On October 8, the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC),
which compiles the report on be-
half of all civic bodies, had updated
the official death toll to 30.

Of all the civic zones, Najafgarh
zone of the SDMC has recorded
the highest number with 808
cases.

Nearly 590 cases were reported
from areas outside the jurisdiction
of Delhi, while 641 cases were re-

corded in ‘others’ category, for
which the addresses could not be
ascertained.

As many as 174 people, who
were diagnosed with the disease,
came from Uttar Pradesh, while 84
came from Haryana. Also, 129
came from other States.

Till October 10, the number of
houses found positive for mosqui-
to breeding stood at 2,16,870,
while the number of prosecution
launched was 20,670

CAPITAL REPORTS 10,683 CASES WITH 41 DEATHS

Delhi in grip of worst
dengue crisis since 1996

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

T

SEPTEMBER ALONE HAS SEEN 6,775
CASES, ALSO THE HIGHEST IN THE
LAST SIX YEARS

MOSQUITO MENACE

For feedback, please mail us at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Monday reserved its
order on an application of the
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) seeking to retain the
Millennium bus depot on the
Yamuna riverside. 

The plea has sought six
months’ time to approach the
Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) for getting the land
use of the depot site changed
in order to prevent its shift-
ing. The High Court had in
2012 directed the DTC to re-
locate the depot or get the
Master Plan Delhi 2021
amended to continue the op-
erations of the millennium
bus depot, which was con-
structed during the 2010
Commonwealth Games on
the banks of the Yamuna.

Senior advocate Shanti
Bhushan, appearing for two
environmental activists, on
whose writ petition the High
Court had passed directions,
said the DTC, which had ear-
lier given an undertaking to
shift the depot, could not go
back on its word now. The
DTC had undertaken before

the court in January last year
that it would shift the depot
to an alternative site provided
by the DDA by October 31,
2014. The court later extend-
ed the time till August 20 this
year. A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice G. Rohi-
ni and Justice Jayant Nath
reserved the order on the ap-
plication after hearing brief
arguments. 

While the DTC had earlier
told the Bench that the issue

of changing land use of the
depot site was being exam-
ined by the Urban Develop-
ment Ministry, the DDA said
that the change was not pos-
sible in view of prohibition by
the National Green Tribunal
on construction in the areas
demarcated as zone ‘O’.

The DTC has sought six
more months to approach the
DDA for changing the land
use from ‘river and water
body’ to ‘transportation’. 

HC reserves order on
Millennium bus depot 
Mohammed Iqbal

The High Court had in 2012 directed the DTC to
relocate the depot or get the Master Plan Delhi
2021 amended to continue the operations of the bus
depot. — FILE PHOTO

NEW DELHI: The All India Orga-
nisation of Chemists and
Druggists (AIOCD) will go on
a nationwide strike on Octob-
er 14 opposing the Central
government’s move to regu-
larise the sale of medicines
online or through e-pharma-
cies. Pharmacies attached to
hospitals, however, will re-
main open. 

Making the announcement
at a press conference here on
Monday AIOCD president J.
S. Shinde said, “We have
about eight lakh members in-
volved in the distribution of
medicines across the country
and they are joining us in the
protest.”

AIOCD member Suresh
Gupta said the government
should crack down on any on-
line sale of medicines as it
raises the risk of misuse of
drugs. 

“Presently, online pharma-
cy business is going on illegal-
ly and the government
authorities are not taking any
action against it. Hence, we
have no alternative than to go
on strike to protect the health
of general public,” he added.

According to the AICOD,
the government’s move
would increase the risk of ad-
verse drug reaction, which
will give an opening to the
entry of low-quality, mis-
branded, and spurious prod-
ucts. 

Sandeep Nangia, president,
Retailers and Distributors
Chemist Association, Delhi,
said they too are coming out
in support of the AIOCD
protest.

“More than 12,000 chem-
ists and wholesalers in the
city will keep their shops shut
on October 14 and participate
in the protest at Jantar Man-
tar,” said Mr. Nangia. 

The multi-core online
pharma business currently
has no prohibition under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940. 

Those in the business said
habit forming and dangerous
drugs aren’t allowed, and the
protest has more to do with
chemists fearing loss in busi-
ness and competition from
other players.

Chemists decry
online sale of
medicines, plan
nationwide stir
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Monday issued notices to the
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment on a petition citing non-
compliance of its earlier or-
der for removal of concrete
from around trees and freeing
them of nails, advertisements
and cables.

The tribunal also issued
notices to the forest depart-
ment of Uttar Pradesh, the
NOIDA authority, and the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) for indis-
criminate felling of trees for
its projects and developmen-
tal work. 

The notices were issued on
a petition filed by NGO
‘Friends’, through its general
secretary Sharad Tiwari. Mr.
Tiwari told the tribunal that a
large number of trees had

been felled in Noida in the
name of pruning and despite
the tribunal’s order to re-
move encroachments from
around the trees. 

He cited the example of
residential projects in Noida
and said, “At some apart-
ments such as Jeevan Ashray
Apartment (Sector-62), Va-
sant Apartment (Sector-62),
and Jalvayu Vihar Society
(Sectors-21 and 25), a large

number of trees have been
felled and no action has been
taken by the government de-
partment concerned against
the offenders.”

Relying on a newspaper re-
port, the petitioner said, re-
ports sent by the independent
consultants to the NHAI re-
veal that 49,200 trees had
been felled on the Allahabad
bypass project till December
2014, but only 25,364 trees
have been replanted. 

Further in U.P., the situa-
tion is bad as 16,854 trees had
been chopped off on NH 24-B
by June 2014, but no re-plan-
tation has been carried out.

“As many as 26,482 trees
have been felled in the State
of U.P. and in Haryana,
61,029 trees had been felled
on the Delhi-Agra NH-2 pro-
ject till September 2014. But
no plantation has been done
till date,” the petition said.

Akanksha Jain

NGT notices on felling of trees
The petitioner said
reports sent by the
independent
consultants to the
NHAI reveal that
49,200 trees had
been felled on the
Allahabad bypass
project till Dec 2014

NEW DELHI: While refusing to
stay an ‘exit conference’ of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) with Tata
Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL) on its draft
audit report, the Delhi High
Court on Monday said any
steps taken on the report
would be subject to its further
orders.

The CAG holds exit confer-
ence with the parties con-
cerned to discuss the issues
with them before finalising its
draft report. A Division
Bench was hearing an appli-
cation moved by TPDDL in
the main writ petition chal-
lenging the Delhi govern-
ment’s decision to get the
accounts of power distribu-
tion companies audited.

The exit conference was to
be held on Monday. Seeking a
stay on its holding, senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for TPDDL, said the discom
was not given an opportunity
to controvert or verify the da-
ta sought to be analysed by

the CAG and respond to the
latter’s reasoning.

The Bench, comprising
Justice G. Rohini and Justice
Rajiv Sahai Endlaw, made it
clear that any steps taken
against the applicant would

be subject to the court’s fur-
ther orders. The matter was
posted for hearing on October
30.

The court said it had al-
ready directed two other dis-
coms, BSES Yamuna and

BSES Rajdhani, to take part in
the exit conferences for them,
to be held from October 12 to
14, with whatever informa-
tion available with them. The
CAG has computed an alleged
loss of Rs. 2,200 crore against
the discoms.

The CAG had reportedly
stated in its audit report that
BSES Yamuna, BSES Rajdha-
ni, and TPDDL had inflated
their previously-incurred
losses by manipulating con-
sumer figures and inflating
costs. Discoms, on the other
hand, said they should be pro-
vided with the detailed break-
up of the alleged losses along
with the methodology of
computation.

According to the applica-
tion of BSES Yamuna and
BSES Rajdhani, if the discoms
were not given a reasonable
time to respond, the entire
exercise would be rendered
fruitless and severely impair
the findings arrived at in the
final report. The High Court
had reserved its judgment on
the main writ petition on
March 4. 

‘No stay on CAG’s exit conference’ 
Mohammed Iqbal

A Division Bench was hearing an application moved
by TPDDL in the main writ petition challenging the
Delhi government’s decision to get the accounts of
power distribution companies audited. — FILE PHOTO

NEW DELHI: Only those e-rick-
shaws which are complying
with the Transport Depart-
ment’s guidelines are being
registered, while those not li-
censed are being impounded
and their owners prosecuted,
the Delhi government said
here on Monday. 

About 1,100 battery-oper-
ated rickshaws have been giv-
en licence to ply on the city
roads.

Making this submission
before the Delhi High Court,
the government counsel said
the Transport Department
had impounded more than
15,000 e-rickshaws since
January.

The Bench of Justice Man-
mohan was hearing a con-
tempt petition alleging that
most of the e-rickshaws were
operating in violation of law
and rules, and the authorities
were not taking any action
against those. 

After petitioner Shahna-
waz Khan’s counsel claimed
that only 31 licences had been
issued and a large number of

battery-operated rickshaws
were plying, especially in
trans-Yamuna areas, the
court asked both the parties
to file their affidavits and
posted the case for hearing on
February 15.

A Division Bench of the

High Court had held on Sep-
tember 9 last year that the
operations of e-rickshaws in
Delhi were illegal as per the
existing law and imposed a
ban on those till the Union
government framed rules for
their regulation. 

Mohammed Iqbal

The government counsel told the High Court that
the Transport Department had impounded more
than 15,000 e-rickshaws since January. — FILE PHOTO

E-rickshaws without licence being
impounded, government tells court

Sorry sight

Despite the Swachh Bharat Campaign, garbage lying strewn at Jantar Mantar. 
— PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Monday dismissed a pet-
ition on how bursting fire-
crackers is an essential part
of Hindu religion and should
not be regulated or banned
in any manner.

The Ojasvi Party, which
claims to have been formed
by the son of jailed Godman
Asaram Bapu, had moved
the tribunal seeking dis-
missal of a petition which
sought for designated areas
for bursting firecrackers this
festive season.

The Ojasvi Party sought
dismissal of a petition filed
by advocate Piyush Singh
seeking earmarking a place
and time wherein and when

all the people can come to-
gether and witness a show of
fireworks, dispensing with
the need of crackers being
burst in residential areas.

Restrict chemical
composition

Mr. Singh has also sought
directions to the Centre to
ensure that chemical com-
position of firecrackers be
restricted to the least-pol-
luting composition; not only
with respect to noise but al-
so air pollution. 

The religious group sub-
mitted that ‘firecrackers
should not be banned as
they are an essential part of
Hindu religion and bursting
them help in killing insects
and other micro-organisms’.

The tribunal, however,

dismissed the petition.
Meanwhile, the Ministry

of Environment & Forests,
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, and Petro-
leum and Explosives Safety
Organisation sought more
time to file their replies on
Mr. Singh’s petition. The
NGT granted them two
weeks. 

Mr. Singh in his petition
said excessive, unmindful,
and unsupervised use of fire-
crackers is adversely affect-
ing the ecosystem. 

He relied on a judgement
of the Supreme Court to say
that Diwali is a festival of
lights and not noise. 

The petitioner empha-
sised that even the raw ma-
terials that go into making
firecrackers are polluting. 

Akanksha Jain

Petition saying firecrackers part
of Hindu religion dismissed 

NEW DELHI: A 26-year-old man
allegedly shot at his parents
following an argument over a
financial dispute in Dwarka in
the early hours of Monday.

Brahm Prakash (49) and
Savita Devi (45) are reported
to be out of danger, while
their son Amit is on the run,
said the police. 

The trigger behind the in-
cident was the parents’ at-
tempt to tow away a car,
which Amit received as a
wedding gift. 

Amit has long-standing
disputes with his parents over
his share in their business.
While three of his brothers
stay with their parents in
Dwarka, Amit lives with his
wife and children in one of
the apartments in Platinum
Heights complex in Dwarka
Sector-18, the spot of the
crime. 

Mr. Prakash owns three
wine shops in Gurgaon and
lives in Ramphal Chowk
here.“On Sunday night, Mr.
Prakash, accompanied by his
wife, visited Amit’s house to
tow away the car.

He had also brought a
crane for the purpose,” said a
police officer.

Amit stood on the balcony
of his first-floor apartment to
confront them when they ar-
rived. Once they reached the
complex, a fight broke out be-
tween Amit and his parents
over an old family dispute.

The argument continued
for a few minutes with Mr.
Prakash and Ms. Devi on the
ground floor and Amit on his
balcony. After this, Amit went
inside his room and returned
with a gun. The incident oc-
curred around 12.30 a.m.

It is alleged that Amit fired
several rounds. While two
bullets hit his father in the
hip and thigh, one hit his
mother in the leg. The ac-
cused fled the scene by the
time residents gathered and
called up the police control
room. The police rushed the
couple to the hospital, from
where they were later moved
to a private hospital in Gur-
gaon. 

Man shoots at
parents over
financial dispute
Shubhomoy Sikdar

NEW DELHI: The 20-year-old
man, who has been arrested for
allegedly raping and brutalising a
four-year-old girl in Keshav
Puram last week, was seen
offering sweets to other children
in the area too, said sources.

While Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North West) Vijay Singh
on Monday confirmed the arrest
of the accused, Raju, it is learnt

to the slum area where the
victim’s family lives. He was the
one who later spotted her with
cuts on the lips, faces and
private parts, and suspected that
the injuries were inflicted using a
razor blade. Doctors have also
noticed several bite marks on
her body. The girl’s grandfather
had blamed those running a
liquor vend in the area for
encouraging anti-social
activities. 

the blame on fellow detainees
who were also questioned. Later,
he confessed to his crime,” said
a source. 

The police had also spoken to
some persons in the area who
had seen the accused taking the
little girl with him after offering
her chocolates.

Earlier, the grandfather of the
girl had said that the accused
lured the girl with toffees and
took her to nearby bushes close

that during his custodial
interrogation, Raju has
confessed to his crime. A source
said Raju escaped suspicion
initially because he would often
offer toffees to other children in
the area, but had not targeted
anyone. 

“However, with eyewitness
accounts and versions of the
victim’s families pointing
towards his role, he was
detained. Initially, he tried to pin

Rape accused offered sweets to other kids too
Shubhomoy Sikdar
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NEW DELHI: After the Supreme
Court on Monday imposed a
“green tax” on diesel guz-
zling trucks entering the na-
tional Capital, the Delhi
government too has jumped
onto the wagon to fight the
battle against the dangerous
pollution levels in the city.

The Environment depart-
ment has issued a notice to
the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) for
flouting emission norms at
its power plant situated in
Badarpur. 

The 40-year-old thermal
power plant is one of the
most polluting units in Del-
hi. In fact, even distribution
companies have been de-
manding that the ailing 705-
MW plant be
decommissioned.

On monitoring the plant,
the government found that
as many as three units of the
Badarpur Thermal Power
Station (BTPS) have been
releasing emissions way
above the prescribed level of
150 mg/nm3 (microgram
per cubic nanometre). 

“The BTPS has five units,
of which particulate matter
emissions from only two
units are within the permis-
sible limit. Hence, we sent a
notice to the NTPC for up-
grading the remaining three
units and installing pollu-
tion control instruments,”
said Ashwani Kumar, Secre-
tary (Environment and
Forest).

Mr. Kumar added that the
NTPC had recently upgrad-
ed the well-performing
units of the plant because of
which their particulate mat-
ter emissions had come
down to 50 mg/nm3. 

The Delhi government is
also keeping a close watch
on state-owned Rajghat
Power House (RPH), which
is the second major pollut-

ing unit in Delhi when
functional.

At present, the Rajghat
thermal power station has
been temporarily shut due
to sufficient power available
with the discoms. 

It has an installed capac-
ity of 135 MW, but generates
around 100 MW. On the oth-
er hand, the BTPS is gener-
ating only up to 620 MW. 

The discoms are also un-
willing to buy power from
either the RPH or BTPS as
the cost of power from these
plants is as high as Rs. 6 per
unit. 

Even the CSE, in a report
released earlier this year,
has said that of all the 47
thermal power plants across
16 States in the country, the
one at Badarpur has been
rated the lowest at 16 per
cent. 

Emission norms flouted at Badarpur unit

Sweta Goswami

The 40-year-old thermal power plant is one of the
most polluting units in Delhi. — FILE PHOTO

Notice to NTPC over
‘polluting’ thermal plant 

The Delhi
government is also
keeping a close watch
on state-owned
Rajghat Power House
(RPH), which is the
second major
polluting unit in Delhi
when functional

NEW DELHI: The two-day safety
inspection of the 4.49 km-long
extension of the Delhi Metro’s
Yellow line from Jahangirpu-
ri to Samaypur Badli began on
Monday. 

According to sources, the
first day of the audit conduct-
ed by the Commissioner for

Metro Rail Safety (CMRS)
went well, with stations and
the operations part of the line
being inspected. The exten-
sion includes three new sta-
tions: Haiderpur, Rohini
Sector 18 and Samaypur Badli. 

Once the DMRC receives
the green signal from the
Commissioner, it is expected
to open by October end. 

Metro’s Badli line being inspected

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Delhi Tourism
Minister Kapil Mishra is a
man on a mission out to
make the Yamuna an inte-
gral part of the national Cap-
ital’s life.

A kayaking event was held
on the river on Monday
morning, with more in the
offing, Mr. Mishra promised.
“Today, we mainly had some
local children participate in
the event and we are plan-
ning to hold a tournament
soon. We are trying to bring
people to the river,” he add-
ed. 

Mr. Mishra promised an-
other big event on the river
on October 23.

The Delhi government
and civil society groups are
now coming up with new ini-
tiatives to not only clean the
river, but also make its banks
a destination for visitors. 

Starting November 13, an
aarti (prayer) will also be
held every day at the Kudsia
Ghat of the Yamuna. 

This will be similar to the
aarti held on the banks of the
Ganga in Haridwar and Va-
ranasi. 

According to Mr. Mishra,
believes that these initia-
tives will give Delhiites a rea-
son to come to the riverside.
These initiatives will run
concurrently with the gov-
ernment’s cleanliness and
greening drive at the river’s
banks.

Kayaking on
the Yamuna
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: After the ouster of
Asim Khan as Delhi’s Food
and Civil Supplies Minister on
charges of corruption, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal met
all the heads of departments
in the government. The mess-
age sent out was clear — no
corruption will be tolerated. 

Earlier on Monday, the
Chief Minister had tweeted:
“Will meet n tell all HODs to-
day-HODs hv to ensure zero
corruption in their depts.
Corrupt won’t be spared,
howsoever high he may be.
[sic].”

The Delhi government now
plans to set up a department,
parallel to the Vigilance De-
partment, to look into corrup-
tion-related complaints
against errant officials as the
‘Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) has become redun-
dant’. “The ACB these days is
just doing one work, it is not
working against corruption,”
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia told the media. 

Already facing criticism for
indulging in ‘spying’ and en-
couraging it by spending
funds on spy devices, the AAP
government has said that it
will keep an eye on officials.
“From junior engineers to se-
nior officials, no one will be
spared for indulging in any
kind of corruption,” said Mr.
Sisodia. 

In fact, all heads of depart-
ments have been directed to

personally monitor the griev-
ance resolution process to en-
sure timely and effective
resolution. According to
sources in the Delhi govern-
ment, even volunteers have
been asked to keep a check on
MLAs after the Asim Khan
episode. 

Officials, who attended the
meeting, said that it was a
meeting where a warning was
issued. “He said that when
their (AAP) Minister isn’t let
off, officials can expect harsh
punishment,” said an official. 

The AAP-led government,
meanwhile, has handed over
the Asim Khan case to the CBI
as “we don’t trust the ACB
anymore,” Mr. Kejriwal had
earlier said.

Soon after the meeting, the
CM’s Public Grievance Mon-
itoring System instructed all
departments to look into
grievances of citizens. The La-
bour Department will soon
organise grievance resolution
camps in six districts of Delhi
over the weekend. Those who
are not satisfied with the gov-
ernment have been called for
a session with officials and ar-
ea MLAs at the camp.

Won’t tolerate graft,
Kejriwal tells officials
Maria Akram

The Delhi
government plans 
to set up a
department to look
into corruption-
related complaints 

NEW DELHI: A 10-year-old girl
was shot in the leg after two
bikers opened fire when her
family resisted a snatching bid
in Ghazipur on Sunday. 

She is out of danger, the po-
lice said. Moni and her family
were in an auto-rickshaw when
she was shot at. 

— Staff Reporter

Bikers open fire, child wounded 
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PLOT IN Haridwar 153 gaj for only
Rs. 6.58 lacs, 30 ft Road (Reg-
istry available). Toll free
18002004422, 08053215000.
09897460904. Web:agarwaldevelopers.
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counsel for the government
said the Centre had approved
in principal Rs.328 crore to
Uttarakhand since 2008, but
only Rs.78 crore had been
spent.

Advocate General of Utta-
rakhand said a total of 1,083
establishments, including 396
hotels and 436 ashrams, were
operating in Haridwar with-
out environmental clearanc-
es. He added that these would
be shut down if they did not
obtain necessary clearances.

The Centre, meanwhile,
had said that almost Rs.4,000
crore has been spent on the re-
juvenation of the river since
1985 till last year. It said that
the Ganga Action Plan (GAP)
Phase-I was launched as a cen-
trally-funded scheme in 1985.
Later, GAP Phase-II was initi-
ated in 1993 to improve the
river’s water quality.

In 2009, the ‘National Gan-
ga River Basin Authority’
(NGRBA) was set up to control
pollution in the river. NGRBA,
a World Bank-funded scheme,
was aimed at effective abate-
ment of pollution and conser-
vation of the Ganga. As much
as 70 per cent of the total pro-
ject cost was contributed by
the Centre, while the remain-
ing was borne by the States. 

NEW DELHI: The Centre and the
States are engaged in a blame
game over cleaning the Ganga
yet again, much to the dis-
pleasure of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT), which
on Monday took it upon itself
to fix responsibility on the
agencies concerned.

Hearing a matter related to
the cleaning of the river, the
Ministry of Water Resources,
Ministry of Environment &
Forests (MoEF) and the State
of Uttarakhand failed to offer
complete answers to issues
the tribunal raised. 

The NGT Bench, headed by
chairperson Justice Swatan-
ter Kumar, was displeased
with both the Centre and
States concerned passing the
buck and remarked, “It is a
federal structure. Does the
Centre owe responsibility to
clear everything or the State
should also share the respon-
sibility? We have to look into
this aspect and fix account-
ability accordingly.”

“After deliberation it is
clear that we should hold a
meeting of the following offi-
cers, for Section One of
Phase-1 of cleaning of the
Ganga, at the earliest as vari-
ous directions passed by the
tribunal have not been car-
ried out in true spirit and sub-
stance,” it added.

“We would expect all the
learned counsel (for the Cen-
tre, states and the agencies
concerned) to lead their part
completely and comprehen-
sively, which is at present
found wanting,” the tribunal
remarked while calling an in-
chamber meeting of the Sec-
retary (MoEF), Ministry of
Water Resources, Chief Sec-
retaries of Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, one represen-
tative of the Industries and
Principal Secretary (Environ-
ment) of both states on Octo-
ber 19.

During the hearing, the

Centre, States bicker
over cleaning Ganga
NGT to fix responsibility 
Akanksha Jain

The counsel for the
government said the
Centre had approved in
principal Rs.328 crore
to Uttarakhand since
2008, but only Rs.78
crore had been spent

GURGAON: Over a hundred flat-
owners in different projects of
Ramprastha City in Sector
37D staged a demonstration
outside the office of Rampras-
tha Promoters and Developers
Limited, over prolonged delay
in possession of flats. 

The developer had
launched three projects — The
Atrium, The View and The
Edge — comprising two-and

three-BHK flats in 2008 and
promised possession in the
first half of 2013. However, the
project is far from complete
even two years after the
scheduled date of possession.

The flat-buyers assembled
outside the developer’s office
in Sector 44. After initial stone
walling by the employees, di-
rector Arvind Walia agreed to
speak to the buyers at a meet-
ing on October 25 at the site
office in Sector 37D. 

Flat-owners up in arms 
Ashok Kumar

READ

EVERY WEEK
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HYDERABAD: When 26-year-old
Yemeni student Adam Sawab
joined Osmania University in
mid-2013 to study journal-
ism, he would often hear peo-
ple talk about a Yemeni
community residing in the
city. Soon enough, his curi-
osity took him to Barkas,
where he discovered that
many of its residents were de-
scendants of Yemeni soldiers
employed in the Nizam
government.

“I go there whenever I am
free. When I am in Barkas, I
feel that it is like home,” says
Adam, who is from Ibb city in
Yemen, which he describes as
the “green province” of his
home country. And to show
this part of Hyderabad to his
countrymen back home, he
has made a documentary ti-
tled ‘Barkas – A Small Yemen
in India’ as part of his course. 

The project, which Adam
started early this year, has
even won offers to be aired on
television in Yemen. “I got a

few calls from channels, but I
don’t want to air my docu-
mentary on channels affiliat-
ed to political parties,” he
mentions, adding that the ex-
istence of Yemenis in India is
not much known back in his
country. His documentary,
completed in just a few
months, was submitted as
part of his course’s project. 

“I met many people in Bar-
kas and they are very happy.
But the main thing is that they
have managed to preserve
their customs,” explains
Adam. He, however, points
out quickly that though the ol-
der generation speaks fluent
Arabic, youngsters in Barkas
cannot. “I like the Yemeni
kindness in Indian atmo-
sphere here,” he says, when
asked what he found to be
most striking. 

Adam’s documentary also
throws light on interesting
facts about the Yemenis set-
tled here for centuries. Inhab-
ited mainly by members of the
Chaush community, who are
direct descendants of the

Hadhrami - military men in
the Hadhramaut region in Ye-
men, there are 52 Yemeni
tribes in Hyderabad, explains
Adam. 

Some of the Yemeni tribes
settled here are those of Al-
Saadi, Al-Nahdi, Al-Yamani,
Barabaa, Al-aidroos and Al-
Saadi. “During the time of the
Nizam’s rule, the Arab pop-
ulation here increased and
slowly settled mainly in the
Army barracks, now Barkas,
on the outskirts of the city,”
observes Adam. 

Adam states that there are
over three lakh Yemenis set-
tled here in India, in cities
such as Aurangabad, Hydera-
bad and other places. He is yet
to decide how to screen his
documentary back in Yemen.
“I have not uploaded it online
as there is still some editing to
be done,” he quips. 

Having completed his mas-
ters degree in communication
and journalism from Osmania
University this year, Adam
now plans to go to another
country for higher studies. 

‘A small Yemen in India’
Yunus Y. Lasania

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The
Home Department has asked
the Crime Branch to report
whether there is any ground
for a reinquiry into Swami
Saswatikananda’s unnatural
death in the Periyar in Aluva
in 2002. 

Though it has set no dead-
line for the agency, the move
has serious political implica-
tions for the current Sree Na-
rayana Dharma Paripalana
(SNDP) Yogam leadership,
which has proposed a grass-
roots-level alliance with the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
coming local body polls. 

The Congress and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), which view the
proposed alliance as a com-
munally polarising one, have
demanded that the monk’s
death be reinvestigated. 

The former head of the Si-
vagiri Madhom died when he
went missing in the Periyar
on the banks of Advaitha
Ashramam on July 1, 2002. 

His death had spawned a
swarm of conspiracy theories
that put SNDP Yogam gener-
al secretary Vellappally Na-
tesan and his son and
political heir, Thushar Vel-
lappally, at their centre. 

The crux of the allegation
was that Saswatikananda had
cut short a trip to the Gulf
following a serious disagree-
ment with the duo and was

promptly “assassinated” on
his return. Both the SNDP
leaders have since dismissed
the allegations as those ad-
vanced by their rival factions
in the social organisation
that claims a membership of
over 28 lakh. 

The Crime Branch at-
tempted to explain the ap-
parently “inexplicable” death
as a case of accidental drown-
ing. It pointed out that Sas-
watikananda had entered the
river for a bath after a hiatus
of seven years. Investigators
viewed the decision as pecu-
liar and a break from his usu-
al routine. 

The allegations have sur-
faced again at a time when
Mr. Natesan and his son were
seeking to carve out a definite
space for themselves in the
State’s chaotic coalition poli-
tics in the current cycle of
local body elections. 

Asks if there is ground for reinquiry 

Special Correspondent 

Swami
Saswatikananda 

State seeks report
on seer’s death

BENGALURU: The target is to feed one lakh
people in the city over 11 days, starting
Monday. No, this is not an attempt for a
record, but a sheer desire to feed the hungry,
and for Mahita Fernandez this isn’t about
any religion or festivals. 

The 34-year-old has leveraged the power
of the Internet to organise a massive food
distribution drive.

She and an army of volunteers under the
banner — ‘Feed Your Neighbour’ — will feed
the poor through a network of people spread
across the city.

Ms. Fernandez has turned her house in
Langford Town into a veritable industry.
Food for 2,900 people was cooked in the
kitchen on Monday. Volunteers were seen
folding cardboard boxes in the hall (where
the provisions have been stored) and
another group was packing rice in
containers in the porch.

And her mission has caught the
imagination of nearly 550 home cooks, who
volunteered to cook food at home, which will
then be picked up and distributed for dinner
among institutions and slums in the city. 

“The idea came to me after I had a rumble
in my stomach a few weeks ago. I realised
that while I had a choice, there are millions
who have no option but to go to sleep on an
empty stomach,” says Ms. Fernandez.
Dasara seemed an apt time because it was a
10-day period and schools would be closed. 

The entire operation has been driven
through word-of-mouth and the social
media.

Madhumita Kalauni, product manager at
Schneider Electric, who lives at
Koramangala, heard of the initiative through
Facebook. “It was such a brilliant idea! This
was something I always wanted to do but
could never figure out the logistics, and here
was this woman who thought of everything,”
said Ms. Kalauni.

Meherangez Mistry, a former medical
transcriptionist residing in Sena Vihar,
Kamanahalli, along with other wives of
retired defence personnel, have committed
to cooking 50 packets of food per day as well. 

But is one lakh too ambitious a target?
“Today, we will be feeding 6,000 people. I’m
hoping that as we reach the second half of
Dasara, and word goes out, we’ll be able to
increase this number. I’m not letting go of
my target,” says Ms. Fernandez. 

FOR A CAUSE

One lakh people won’t 
go hungry this Dasara
Bengalurean organises
a massive food
distribution drive, with
help from home cooks

Cinthya Anand

Volunteers packing food at the
residence of Mahita Fernandez,
founder of the initiative, 
in Langford Town, Bengaluru, 
on Monday. 

MADURAI: Observing that it is
a “medical miracle” for a
woman to have survived for
nearly 25 years with a broken
surgical forceps in her abdo-
men, the Madras High Court
Bench here has directed the
State government to consid-
er compensating her mone-
tarily, besides recovering the
money from government
doctors responsible for leav-
ing the foreign body inside
her abdomen. 

Allowing a writ petition fil-
ed by the woman’s husband,
P. Arumugam, in 2013, Jus-
tice R. Mahadevan directed
the Health Secretary to con-
sider granting compensation
to A. Indrani, apart from ini-
tiating departmental action
against medical officers re-
sponsible for having left the
forceps behind during a sur-
gery conducted at Govern-
ment Rajaji Hospital (GRH)
here on October 11, 1989. 

The judge pointed out that
the victim had undergone the
surgery for excision of retro-
peritoneal hydatid cyst, a
rare parasitic infection
caused by tapeworms. De-
spite suffering from a myste-
rious pain ever since the
surgery took place, she opted
to take a CT (Computed To-
mography) scan of the abdo-
men only when the pain
became unbearable about
two years ago. The scan re-
port issued on June 1, 2013,
revealed the presence of the

forceps in the RIF (Right Il-
liac Fossa) region of the ab-
domen with severe
adhesions, foreign body reac-
tion and clumping of bowl
loops. Immediately, her hus-
band filed the case seeking a
direction to the State to re-
move the forceps from his
wife’s abdomen besides pay-
ing adequate compensation. 

On the basis of interim or-
ders passed by the court,
GRH doctors removed the
forceps on June 12, 2013, and
reported that the woman was
healthy. However, govern-
ment counsel contested the
petitioner’s claim for com-
pensation stating that it was
the woman’s mistake to have
approached private hospitals
all these years without visit-
ing GRH for post surgery
check-up. Rejecting the con-
tention, the judge recalled
that in August 2014, he had
ordered a compensation of
Rs.10 lakh to the family of a
23-year-old woman who had
died due to a gauze pad left
inside her abdomen during a
Caesarean section performed
at the Government Hospital
in Rajapalayam in Virudhu-
nagar district in March 2005.
However, since the victim in
the present case had not
made any representation so
far to the government seeking
compensation, he directed
the petitioner to make a rep-
resentation within two weeks
and ordered the Health Sec-
retary to dispose it of within
six weeks thereafter. 

Special Correspondent

Woman surviving with
forceps in abdomen for
25 years, a medical
miracle: High Court 

athukamma, the annual festival of
flowers ahead of Dasara, and unique
only to Telangana region in the
country, was off to a colourful start
across the State on Monday. 

The nine-day festival celebrated
to offer prayers to Goddess Gowri in
the form of flowers will conclude on
October 20 with the arrangement of
tallest Bathukammas of the festival,
before floating them in the water
bodies.

State festival

The festival, which was reduced
only to rural areas of Telangana,
particularly during the last two dec-
ades due to cultural invasion, re-
gained its popularity and even
spread to urban areas along with the
movement for statehood to Telan-
gana, particularly after 2009. It is
now a State festival after the TRS
came to power though the previous
Congress Government conferred
official status to it in 2013. 

The festival assumed greater pro-
portions with its celebration in ev-
ery nook and corner since last year.
The State Government has released
Rs.10 crore each for the festival in
2014 and 2015 and has declared
public holiday on the first and last
days of the festival. 

Telangana Jagruthi, the cultural
wing of TRS, has popularised the
festival on a large-scale in recent
years and it has been spearheading
the celebrations State-wide.

Large-scale celebrations

The cultural outfit is organising
the festival in the name of ‘Bangaru
Bathukamma’ on a mass-scale from
October 12 to 20 starting from Nar-
sampet in Warangal district. It has
also decided to hold it at Husnabad
(Karimnagar), Kamareddy (Niza-
mabad), Koudipally (Medak), Vik-
arabad (Ranga Reddy), Kothakota
(Mahabubnagar), Mumbai, Devara-
konda (Nalgonda) and Tank Bund
here during the period.

Every year, the festival begins on
‘Bhadrapada or Mahalaya Amava-
sya’ day as per the Telugu calendar
and concludes on ‘Navami’, a day
before Vijayadasami, with the cele-
bration of Saddula Bathukamma
when a major congregation of wom-
en is seen in villages and water bod-
ies. 

The final event in Hyderabad is
held in the form of a procession
from Lal Bahadur stadium to Tank
Bund. 

President of Telangana Jagruthi
K. Kavitha, who is also an MP from
Nizamabad, participated at Nar-
sampet on Monday.

DURING THE CELEBRATIONS, PRAYERS ARE OFFERED TO GODDESS GOWRI IN THE FORM OF FLOWERS

B. Chandrashekhar

B

Students of Devnar Foundation for the Blind celebrating Bathukamma in Hyderabad on Monday. 
- PHOTO: NAGARA GOPAL

TELANGANA JAGRUTHI IS ORGANISING 
THE FESTIVAL ON A MASS-SCALE 
TILL OCTOBER 20

COLOURFUL START

Telangana comes alive

HYDERABAD: The Congress on Monday
targeted Nizamabad MP K. Kavitha for using
Bathukamma celebrations to popularise
herself. 

She should try saving Bathukamma
Kunta, an encroached lake in Amberpet
here, before carrying out Bathukamma
festivities across the State, said Congress
MP V. Hanumantha Rao. 

The TRS has been ignoring lake
encroachment for
long despite
petitions as some
members of the
same party have
taken a cut on the
land deal. Even
Mission Kakatiya

could not save the lake, he said. 
The State should not spend Rs. 10 crore

on festivities at a time when the farmers
are committing suicide, he said, referring to
big budget large scale festivities for the
festival. 

Upper caste women

Condemning K. Kavitha’s Bathukamma
yatra, Congress MLC Akula Lalitha said it is
mainly a festival of the bahujans and should
not be appropriated by upper caste women.
While the State is ready to spend Rs. 10
crore on festivities to boost the TRS
leader’s image, the government has failed
to allow one time waiver of farmers’ loans,
she said. “How can you be so arrogant to do
this massive show when women ryots are
ending their lives,” Ms. Lalitha asked. 

She said that the State government
should implement the initial blueprint of
Pranahita-Chevella project. 

VHR lashes 
out at Kavitha
Special Correspondent

‘SHE IS USING
THE OCCASION
TO POPULARISE
HERSELF’

WARANGAL: As the sun sets, the lanes and
by-lanes of Hanamkonda, Kazipet and
Warangal brighten up. 

Women, young and old, in their best
attire head to nearby temples and street
corners to celebrate Bathukamma – the
festival of flowers

Women and children carry plates ar-
ranged with flowers of different colours
and species in a cone shape. They vie
with one another in arranging the flow-
ers as high as possible. Though the eve-
ning rituals last for an hour, the women
wake up early and prompt their chil-
dren to collect as many flowers as pos-
sible from the neighbourhood. All the
flowers available during the season –
Cassia (thangedu), luffa (bera), celosia
(gunugu), nelumbo (thamara) cucurbita
(gummadi), marigold (banthi), crossan-
dra (kanakambaram), ixora (ramaba-
nam), hibiscus (mandhara), and so on

are collected and splendidly arranged in
an enticing fashion.

Women mostly gather at the Thou-
sand Pillar temple, Bhadrakali temple,
Padmakshi temple in Hanamkonda and
some of them look for street corners in
their respective localities. They form a
circle and place their flowers in the mid-
dle. They go round clapping and danc-
ing rhythmically.

All songs carry the essence ‘long live
mother’ urging the goddess to take
birth. These festivities last for nine days
during the Durga Navaratri celebra-
tions preceding Dasara.

Legend has it that king Daksha per-
formed a ‘yagna’ and invited all but his
youngest daughter ‘Sati’, who married
Lord Siva against his will. However, Sati
turns up at the place and was insulted
along with her husband. She kills her-
self. Women make an image with tur-
meric paste and worship her urging her
to come back to life.

Fervour grips Warangal
Special Correspondent 

Women taking part in the festivities at Thousand Pillar temple in
Warangal on Monday. – PHOTO: M. MURALI 

CHENNAI: The State Drug Con-
trol Authority seized a huge
cache of expired tablets from
a godown in Vadapalani on
Monday. The officials confis-
cated about 250 cardboard
boxes of Respifed manufac-
tured by Cipla. Each of the
boxes contained 54 cartons
of 200 tablets each. 

Respifed contains triproli-
dine and pseudoephedrine.
While triprolidine is used for
nasal blocks the latter could
be used in making ampheta-
mine, a banned substance.
Pseudoephidrine is banned

in the Northeast States,
where it has been used as a
party drug. 

The tablets were manufac-
tured in October 2013 and ex-
pired in September 2015. The
cache was found in a dingy
hall on the second floor of a
utensils shop next to Kamala
theatre on the busy Arcot
Road following a tip-off. The
courier stickers on the carton
revealed that the boxes were
being transported from Pu-
ducherry to Mumbai. 

Inside the long hall, a doz-
en employees removed the
expired tablets from the strip
and stored them in small cir-
cular plastic containers. Ac-

cording to Tamizh
Viduthalai, the supervisor
who oversaw the operation,
the employees had been en-
gaged for the past five days. 

“We don’t know what they
do with the drugs but we
were told that tablets should
all be removed from their
original packing and put in
the containers,” he said. 

According to the drug in-
spectors, who seized the
product, while expired drugs
are usually removed from the
packing to gather the alumin-
ium foil as scrap, this was a
serious case since a partic-
ular tablet alone was being
unpacked. 

Sruthisagar Yamunan and
R. Sujatha

Huge haul of expired tablets 

NEW DELHI: While she doesn’t
talk much due to her ad-
vanced age, Tara Balgopal
still has nimble feet thanks to
years of riyaaz. After her
chartered accountant hus-
band passed away, she lives
alone in the crumbling house
with a dusty fiat parked in the
front porch as reminders of
better days. The couple didn’t
have children.

There is, however, now
some hope for the veteran
who once was the pride of the
country but now lives forgot-
ten. An online petition to help
her has managed to accumu-
late about Rs. 3 crore and the
Delhi government too has
now taken up the initiative to
help her in her fight.

Delhi Tourism Minister
Kapil Mishra has now taken
up her cause. 

“I had sent an official from
my office who has met her

and I have got all the details
of the problems she has with
the college. The Delhi gov-
ernment will now support
her and resolve her pension
issue,” Mr. Mishra told The
Hindu.

“I wonder how people can
be so insensitive towards
someone who has done so
much for the country? I will
take personal interest and see
to it that she gets all the sup-
port she needs. In the coming
days, the issues will be resolv-
ed,” Mr. Mishra assured.

The Aam Aadmi Party
MLA from Rajouri Garden,
Jarnail Singh, also visited Ms.
Balgopal to assure her of help.
“I met her personally and
noted details of the case. She
doesn’t want any charity but
only wants what is due to her.
I have given her my number
and asked her to call me any-
time she needs anything as no
one lives with her,” Mr. Singh
told The Hindu.

Online petition came
to dancer’s rescue
Sidhartha Roy
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VIJAYAWADA: Will it resemble
the other famed capital cities
on rivers like London, Paris,
Dublin, Amsterdam or just
Singapore? Time alone will
decide what shape Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s dream
capital, Amaravati, will take,
as it rises from the predom-
inantly pastoral Krishna riv-
er bank.

But for now as the city is all
set to take its first baby steps
in ten days when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi lays the
foundation stone and kick-
start works, amid “spectac-
ular extravaganza,” a wave of
mixed emotions runs
through farmers of about 25
villages where 30,000 acres
of land pooling was complet-
ed.  

Some take pride in the fact
their land would now be part
of the “vibrant, world-class
capital” promised by Mr. Nai-
du, while some wonder if
they did the right thing by
parting with rich fertile mul-
ti-crop land that fetched
them good returns for gener-
ations. There are others,
small and marginal farmers,
who feel let down by those
having larger landholdings
for not showing any resist-
ance and forcing them to
jump on the bandwagon. But

the worst to suffer are tenant
farmers and agriculture la-
bour who see nothing but
bleak future.     

“I have given away ten
acres, as everyone else, for
our ‘rajadhani’ (capital). I got
the annuity of Rs. 30,000 an
acre and bought 40 buffaloes.
I will earn something by rear-
ing them till they take over
the land,” said Gudapati Sam-

basiva Rao of Mandadam
where Mr. Naidu had per-
formed “bhoomi puja,” a pre-
foundation laying ceremony
and where farming has come
to a halt. Quite happy that he
got some compensation
promptly, he appears recon-
ciled. Others, especially farm
labourers, differ. “How will I
run my family till the capital
comes up and where will I fit

in the new city?” asks Venka-
teswara Rao of Krishnayapa-
lem.   

Notwithstanding these
mixed feelings, at Uddanda-
palem village, work is in full
swing with earthmovers
clearing agriculture fields for
the foundation-stone laying
function on Dasara day. Mr.
Naidu chose this sleepy vil-
lage in tune with “vaastu,” to

transform it into city piazza
with iconic twin towers in the
years to come. 

These encompass a bus-
tling commercial hub, Ama-
ravati Downtown, the
Central Boulevard, the River
Krishna Boulevard, the Gate-
way, the 17-km-long Water-
front and the Government
Core. The downtown will be
the first to come up and act as
central spine and going by
the master plan for the seed
capital, “buildings in this
node will be designed in a
way that they will have direct
access to the metro rail sta-
tions through landmark
towers.”

AP Capital Region Devel-
opment Authority Commis-
sioner N. Srikant is confident
of finding solutions to the
various concerns raised:
“Technology will take care of
soil and flooding. We are con-
fident of Amaravati’s expo-
nential growth given its
potential, its magnetic capac-
ity to attract investment
backed by entrepreneurial
nature of its inhabitants.
None will be left out and we
will impart right skills to the
landless and agricultural la-
bourers. The government
will spend on creating top
class infrastructure and
funds will flow automatically
from the private sector,” he
said.

Uncertainty haunts small farmers and workers of the A.P. capital region 
K. Venkateshwarlu

A banana plantation being cleared in Guntur district on Monday at the venue
of the foundation stone laying ceremony on October 22..— PHOTO: CH.VIJAYA BHASKAR

Amaravati rises, but questions remain

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: While
the Kerala government is
gearing up for the fifth round
of discussions to settle the
plantation labour agitation
on Tuesday, moves are afoot
to extend the agitation, de-
manding minimum wages, to
the traditional industries as
well as other sectors where
workers are paid measly
wages.

Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy will hold talks with
Central trade union leaders
in the morning and then at-
tend the Plantation Labour
Committee (PLC) meeting, to
be held in the afternoon, to
crystallise any proposal that
evolves at the meeting with
the trade unions. 

The government does not
seem to have a palpable solu-
tion at hand, especially an ac-
ceptable wage rate. The
government had not put for-
ward any proposal for discus-
sion so far, K.K.
Jayachandran, MLA, told The
Hindu. The unions had re-
jected a government offer to
provide interim relief till the
completion of the local body
election process. 

While hinging on the de-
mand for the wage hike, is-
sues such as the
government’s alleged failure
in implementing a housing

scheme for the labourers are
also being raised by the
unions. 

Though an allocation of Rs.
15 crore was made for a hous-
ing scheme for plantation la-
bourers last year, and Rs. 25
crore in the current year’s
budget, the scheme failed to
take off for want of govern-
ment initiative. The main
hitch was in providing 5 cents
of land to each labourer for
the scheme.

Soon after the local body

elections, the Central trade
unions plan to extend the ag-
itation to all sectors where
the daily wages are much be-
low the minimum wages. It
has been proposed to mobil-
ise labourers in the tradition-
al industries such as coir and
also the scores of workers em-
ployed in shops and commer-
cial establishments, mainly
women, who are working for
meagre wages, much below
the accepted minimum wage
rate. 

N.J. Nair

Solution eludes Kerala
plantation labour stir 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The
Opposition Left Democratic
Front (LDF) has urged Gov-
ernor P. Sathasivam to con-
vene an urgent meeting of
the State Assembly to dis-
cuss the crisis in the planta-
tion sector and to bring to an
immediate end the ongoing
strike by plantation workers
for higher bonus and wages.

In a memorandum sub-
mitted to the Governor here
on Monday evening, the Op-
position leaders pointed out
that the strike had affected
3.5 lakh plantation labour-
ers all over Kerala, creating
a serious situation. 

The possession of public
lands by plantation owners
without proper documents
was also a very serious issue
and should, therefore, be
discussed in the State As-
sembly. The Leader of the
Opposition had written a
letter to the Chief Minister
on October 6 seeking imme-
diate convening of the State
Assembly, , they said.

The memorandum was
signed by Leader of the Op-
position V.S. Achuthanan-
dan, CPI Legislature Party
leader C. Divakaran, Janata
Dal (Secular) State presi-
dent Mathew T. Thomas
and NCP leader A.K.
Saseendran.

Special Correspondent 

Opposition for House session 

GUNTUR: YSR Congress presi-
dent Y.S Jaganmohan Reddy
continued his fast demanding
Special Category Status to
Andhra Pradesh for the sixth
day even as his health condi-
tion deteriorated and is lead-
ing to an alarming condition
called as “Starvation Ketoaci-
doisis,” which, doctors said,
could lead to serious complica-
tions including renal failure. 

The alarming health condi-
tion of Mr. Jagan triggered
emotional scenes at the venue
when a local man Sai tried to
immolate himself but was pre-
vented by the police.

Senior party leaders Y. Vijay
Sai Reddy, Botcha Satyana-
rayana, Ummareddy Venka-
teswarlu and Marri
Rajasekhar were at the venue
and were discussing the future
course of action in the event,
Mr. Jagan was shifted forcibly
by the police.

The police, meanwhile, are
watching the situation and in-
dications were that police
forces could be moved to the
venue late on Monday night.
Superintendent of Police,

Guntur Urban, Sarva Srestha
Tripathi was holding meetings
with senior officers on the ac-
tion plan to be adopted in the
eventuality of Mr. Jagan being
shifted. In all likelihood, the
YSRC president might be
shifted to GGH, Guntur.

“Mr. Jagan’s ketone levels
are showing an abnormal level
which could lead to multiple
organ failure. This is a medical
emergency and calls for imme-

diate treatment,’’ said a emer-
gency physician.

Meanwhile, members of
family Y.S Vijayamma, Y.S
Bharati and others rushed to
Guntur. 

They said rapidly deterio-
rating health of Jagan was
worrying and appealed to the
Centre and the State govern-
ment to make an announce-
ment of special category status
immediately.

Jagan’s condition alarming: doctors
Staff Reporter

The YSR Congress president continued his fast,
demanding Special Category Status to A.P. for the
sixth day on Monday. — PHOTO: T. VIJAYA KUMAR

PUNE: Maharashtra saw a re-
surgence of swine flu with
three deaths on Sunday, taking
the total toll since January this
year beyond 800.

Around 20 patients across
the State are critical and have
been put on ventilator support.
The unusually large number of
cases has been attributed to
the unseasonal rains at the end
of an extended monsoon. 

With the number of record-
ed cases since January exceed-
ing a staggering 8,240, the
State Health officials are
worried.

“The death toll now stands
at 810. The three who died on
Sunday were a 60-year-old
man from Latur district, a 47-
year-old from Satara district
and a 42-year-old woman from
Sangli,” said S.T. Pardeshi,
Chief Medical Officer, Pune
Municipal Corporation. 

According to health officials,
around 2,600 people exhibit-
ing influenza-like symptoms
were screened for swine flu at
various centres.

3 die of swine flu

in Maharashtra
Shoumojit BanerjeeKOCHI: The property where the

17th century Ayurvedic physi-
cian Kollatt Itti Achuthan, re-
nowned for his contributions
to the botanical compendium
Hortus Malabaricus, lived is to
be sold to recover more than
Rs. 5 lakh due to the Thankey
Service Cooperative Bank.

The notice for attachment
and sale of land, more than 60
cents, in Cherthala taluk
where a palm leaf-thatched
kuriala (hut) stands in memo-
ry of the famous physician, has
been issued to L.P. Harikrish-
nan (Unni), 25, the eighth gen-
eration descendant of Itti
Achuthan. The case is due to
come up at the Cherthala
munsif court on Tuesday.

Umayamma, Unni’s moth-
er, said the property was
pledged to secure a loan of
Rs.2 lakh by Unni’s father
Pushkaran in 2004, apparent-
ly for starting a business.
However, he was unable to re-
pay, said Ms. Umayamma. He
killed himself in April 2012.

A spokesman for the bank
said there were efforts to go in
for conciliation after it was re-

ported that the government
would take over the property.
However, nothing had moved
since then.

The late Pushkaran had also
pledged about 20 cents adja-
cent to the property, which
housed a sacred grove, said
Ms. Umayamma. 

The property was also in for
attachment for bank dues of
more than Rs.5 lakh, she said. 

K.P. Agoshkumar, presi-
dent, Kadakkarappally grama

panchayat, said that efforts
had been made in the past to
turn the property into a mon-
ument for the renowned Ay-
urvedic physician. 

He said he would visit the
family and discuss what could
be done to salvage the
situation.

Ms. Umayamma also has a
daughter, Aishwarya, 22, who
works in a private firm. The
family lives on the income
earned by the siblings.

Itti Achuthan’s property to be attached 
K.A. Martin

Umayamma at a memorial to Itti Achuthan Vaidyar
(inset) near Cherthala. — PHOTO: VIPIN CHANDRAN

KOCHI: Itti Achuthan,
born into the Kollatt
family of traditional
doctors (vaidyar) at
Kadakkarappally,
north-west of
Cherthala town, is
celebrated as one of
the most outstanding
contributors to Hortus
Malabaricus (Garden
of Malabar), published
in Amsterdam in 12
volumes between 1678
and 1693. 

The illustrated
treatise on the plants
of Kerala, originally
published in Latin,
was compiled over a
period of 30 years
under an initiative by
Hendrik van Rheede, a
naturalist and
governor of Malabar
between 1670 and
1677. 

From Malabar’s

garden 

Special Correspondent
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O
ver the past week, a growing number of writ-

ers have returned literary honours that had

been awarded to them in recognition of their

work — and in doing so reminded the state of

its failure to protect the last man standing. What start-

ed with writer Nayantara Sahgal returning the Sahitya

Akademi award she won in 1986, led to a wave of

protests. The others also chose to give up their precious

Sahitya Akademi awards, given by writers to writers.

Their protest is against an impassive state that remains

a silent spectator, effectively complicit in the act of

writers and rationalists being hunted down, and a Mus-

lim man being lynched by his own neighbours for

allegedly storing beef in his home. Their rejection of

the honour is a symbolic reminder of the times, as a

wave of intolerance cascades from Dadri even to the

most cosmopolitan of Indian cities, Mumbai, threat-

ening to choke the air. What the writers have reminded

India is what its people are today witness to: a society

turning upon itself. And in asking the state to act now,

the writers are telling India of the need to preserve and

hold on to its pluralistic fabric. The letters serve as

reminders of the fragile times we live in, when mere

rumours can rob a man of his right to life. A writer

speaks out when his or her conscience is numbed

beyond pain. For many of them, the lynching of the

Muslim man was the last straw. After all, since Parti-

tion this is probably the first time that rumours of a

man killing a cow have cost him his life, in his own

neighbourhood. Their protest is also against several

non-state actors that owe allegiance to the Bharatiya

Janata Party government and that call the shots in

towns and villages far from the public gaze in general.

It is in this climate of intolerance and complicity by

the state that the letters of protest have found their way

to the Akademi and to the public realm. The Akademi is

an autonomous body but has refrained from speaking

out. Its silence is the silence of the state. Even the

once-formidable media adviser to Prime Minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee has had ink thrown on his face for

taking a stand on former Pakistan Foreign Minister

Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri’s book launch event, which

was opposed vehemently by the BJP’s ally, the Shiv

Sena. The Shiv Sena is known for acts of that kind, but

they don’t behove a city such as Mumbai that prides

itself on being India’s most cosmopolitan city. As for

Prime Minister Narendra Modi who leads the BJP, a

party that has premised itself on extending its hand to

the common man, words have to match deeds. It is the

responsibility of the chief servant of the country to

ensure that the stain of intolerance does not spread and

then consume it.

Anger 
beyond words

Sena shenanigans
Shiv Sena’s anti-Pakistan attitude
(“End the Sena’s veto power,”
Oct.12) and its threat to disrupt the
visit of former Pakistan Foreign
Minister Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri may add fuel to the flames.
The already sour relations between
India and Pakistan may escalate. In
the words of Ramachandra Guha,
“Intellectuals contribute to the
growth of knowledge and
ideologues are more interested in
promoting their political or
religious beliefs.” Mr. Kasuri
should be welcome as his book will
help in production of knowledge
about Pakistan.

Sonia Basumatary,
Hyderabad

The convenient ploy that the Shiv
Sena uses for its brand of politics is
the catch word “Patriotism”.
Anything done to display this
brand of patriotism, according to
the Sena, brooks no questioning,
much less condemnation. Anyone
who dares to question their modus
operandi, by implication, would be
labelled unpatriotic and their acts
traitorous. If we go strictly by the
logic of the party, even a diplomatic
endeavour to engage Pakistan in
peace dialogue would be construed
unpatriotic. A single political party
can not own sole rights to
patriotism and force society to fall
in line. 

Chandran Dharmalingam,
Udhagamandalam

Writers’ protest

Attacks on secularism, dissent and
democratic pluralism have become
all too frequent in India (“Fighting
silence with dignified dissent,”
Oct.12). There is a calculated

method in this madness. Whether
it is the murder of a writer, killing
an innocent person for supposedly
eating beef, forced cancellation of a
Ghulam Ali concert or blackening
the face of Sudheendra Kulkarni
for a discussion at the book launch
by Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, the
sinister design of the powers of
subversion is all too evident. It can
only be fought with the collective
voices of sanity. It is in this
connection that Shiv
Vishvanathan’s call acquires an
urgency. 

The vast constituency of writers
and institutions must break their
silence to proclaim and preserve
the integrity of their commitment
to the civic universe.

Satish C. Aikant,
Kulri, Mussoorie

I agree that in returning their
awards, Sahgal and Vajpeyi have
reminded Mr. Modi of his duties of
upholding a citizen’s right to life
and of protecting an artist’s right to
creativity. It is laudable that other
Sahitya Akademi awardees have
also returned their awards. The
saffronisation of education and
cultural organisations was a
hidden agenda of the Modi
government in the beginning. Now
it comes in open with all its terror
and the brutal killing of progressive
writers and activists. I quote
octogenarian freedom fighter Gour
Hari Das: “There is unfairness
everywhere. What this country
needs is a social and cultural
revolution.” 

B. Prabha,
Varkala, Kerala

Had it been just solidarity with the
slain writers, it would have been
understandable as “awardees”
would be seen as a legitimate

“associational pressure group” and
their act of returning the awards as
a legitimate tactics for their
legitimate concerns — artistic
freedom. But certain writers’
political statements raise doubts
over their intentions. Artistic
freedom is threatened today, but
not due to any direct action of
state. It is not clear if the “dissent”
is born out of writers’ concerns for
India and its pluralism or out of
their prejudice against the present
government and its ideology. 

Shashank Jain,
Delhi 

Fiscal surplus
The news of the fiscal surplus
(“Fiscal balance turns surplus after
8 years,” Oct.12) is indeed cause for
celebration. Reducing its subsidy
bill has played a major role and the
recent penalties on black money
have boosted the numbers.
However, other measures are not
encouraging. Budget 2015 reduced
the expenditure on health and
women and children by almost
half. Such a step has negated the
earlier gains made in these two
sectors. The challenge is to ensure
that the surplus is not a one-off
event. 

Akshay Viswanathan,
Thiruvananthapuram

Adieu Manorama
What Sachin Tendulkar is to
Indian cricket, Manorama was to
Tamil cinema. Her passing away
has evoked unprecedented
outpouring of grief, admiration,
and respect. Can a body of work
generate such collective sorrow
and regard? Amazing indeed! A
quintessential multi-talented
artist has left behind a treasure-
trove of her films. 

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai 

The passing away of Manorama,
who ruled the Tamil screens for
over five decades has saddened her
innumerable fans. Even though
comedy was her forte, she essayed
serious roles with ease which
struck a special chord with the
audience. She deserved more
awards than she received for her
talented performances. 

K.R.Srinivasan,
Secunderabad.

Children’s rights
Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi
(“Victory for the world’s children,”
Oct.12) has rightly said that
without child development, human
development is impossible. India
has the largest number of children
in the world. Though we have made
rapid strides in universalising
primary education, about eight
million children are out of school.
The sharp drop in secondary
school attendance, particularly
among girls poses a big challenge.
The government must focus on
these issues. 

Gagan Pratap Singh,
Noida

Financing elections
The issue is not about the money
being spent upon advertisements
and on reaching the voters
(“Limited finance limits
democracy,” Oct.12). The bigger
issue is in money being spent on
the distribution of drugs, alcohol,
and other freebees to the voters.
Also the misuse of official State
machinery especially during local
elections like panchayat and
municipal corporations and voter
education need attention. 

Gurneemat Singh,
Amritsar

The article has rightly focused on
guarded socialist mindset of policy
makers. The premise that “rich
cannot represent the poor” is false
as India itself has had many
affluent leaders such as like
Jawaharlal Nehru and Dadabhai
Naoroji whose will to serve society
cannot be questioned. Also, the
rules do not ensure that people
who spend less on campaigns can
be better politicians. 

Ritika Singh,
Lucknow 

Lauding Tunisia
The growing trends of civil society
being silent on intolerant politics is
a cause of concern. The Nobel
peace prize for the Tunisian
dialogue quartet, including the
UGTT, should help civil society
find its voice (“Honouring a robust
civil society,” Oct.12), lest the
fringe elements of various colours
turn the world’s largest democracy
into a ‘managed democracy’.

Dr. D.V.G. Sankararao,
Vizianagaram 

Flute falls silent
The departure of Dr. Natesan
Ramani affectionately called ‘Flute
Ramani’ has rendered the music
world poorer. He along with the
maestro Mali brought
international attention to the
Carnatic flute with their distinct
playing styles and techniques. Only
a few flutists would have made
their instrument virtually sing as
Ramani did. He always enjoyed and
celebrated his works as did his
innumerable listeners. Though he
is no more, the immortal
renditions left behind will
continue to beguile countless
music lovers. 

R.Sampath,
Chennai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

A
dividend payment of Rs. 66,000 crore from the

Reserve Bank of India, the highest in its 80-

year history, helped tip India’s fiscal balance to

surplus in August. A combination of the pick-

up in the Centre’s revenue receipts and its declining

expenditures, especially on subsidies, helped keep the

fiscal deficit during the first five months of the current

financial year under Rs. 3.7 lakh crore, lower than the Rs.

3.97 lakh crore during the corresponding period last

year. The Central government’s unfailing commitment

to fiscal consolidation is conducive to macroeconomic

stability. But sticking to the road map for fiscal consoli-

dation isn’t easy: expenditure and tax reforms can be

tricky politically. In its budget for this year, the Narendra

Modi government had shifted India’s fiscal consolidation

road map by raising the fiscal deficit target for the year to

3.9 per cent from 3.6 per cent earlier. By doing so it

created fiscal room for Rs. 70,000 crore of public in-

vestments, which it hopes would kick-start the jobs-

generating infrastructure sector. Earlier governments

too postponed targets. The fiscal deficit reduction targets

that were originally a part of the Fiscal Responsibility

and Budget Management (FRBM) Bill, 2000 were elim-

inated from the Act that Parliament passed in 2003; the

annual numerical targets were left to the government to

formulate in the FRBM Rules. Since then, the road map

has been halted four times — in 2005-06, 2008-09, 2012-

13 and 2015-16. And so the resolve that the Union Fi-

nance Secretary expressed at a media conference last

week — that though the government expects a shortfall in

tax revenues this year it won’t deviate from the 3.9 per

cent fiscal deficit target — is welcome.

With inflation now under 4 per cent, interest rate cuts

adding up to 125 basis points in the past 12 months, and

the Centre and the States going all out to revive stalled

projects and improve the ease of doing business, India

remains well-poised on the path to economic recovery.

Fiscal credibility, important as it is to macroeconomic

management, will make it possible to sustain India’s

current growth rate and to convert potential into actual

growth. The focus will be on the budget-makers’ tricks of

funding subsidies through non-transparent, off-budget

borrowings, or higher taxes on fuel and so on. The Fi-

nance Minister has undertaken to clean up the clutter of

tax incentives for the corporate sector to plug revenue

leakages, in order to set the stage for lower tax rates. He is

bound to find the business lobbies far from enthusiastic

about giving up sops, and must resist pleas for their

retention. He will have to be insusceptible too to excuses

for delaying even further urea price de-control and other

expenditure-side reforms. On the road to fiscal correc-

tion, Finance Ministers walk, and are judged, alone.

The path to
economic recovery

CARTOONSCAPE

“What they (the two accused) did, cannot
be condoned, but it (the offence) is not so
heinous and abhorring that warrants
death....It was just a murder. That is it-
...They (the two accused) have also suf-
fered the sentence for 16 years,” held the
Supreme Court of India (October 9, 2015)
while rejecting the petition of Ms. Neelam
Katara, mother of Nitish Katara, seeking
enhancement of sentence.

The curtain has in all probability come
down on the Nitish Katara case of murder,
committed thirteen years ago by the son of
a politician and his cousin. They are cur-
rently undergoing a jail term of 30 years. In
dismissing the plea of the victim’s mother
for imposing the maximum penalty, the
Supreme Court said the murder was nei-
ther an ‘honour killing’, nor was it the
rarest of rare cases meriting capital puni-
shment. Ms. Katara is however, deter-
mined to continue to “fight for justice.” 

It is the intensity of the pain of a victim’s
family that often explains their disap-
pointment at the court not awarding death.
In the eyes of some, this resolve to get the
severest of penalties could possibly smack
of vindictiveness. I believe however, that
this dimension to the natural feelings of
associates and relatives of the victim
should not be ignored by those, including
criminologists across the globe, who con-
sider that the debate over the rightness of
the death penalty is hackneyed. The Su-
preme Court’s dismissal of Ms. Katara’s
plea is liable to be discussed for a long, long
time. The fact is each day brings in a new
point of view to the discussion on adequacy
of punishment. This is something which
raises many absorbing questions related to
the core of penology. A stand by some indi-
viduals that there are no further issues to
be resolved in as serious a matter as capital
punishment is being didactic and insensi-
tive. 

U.S. discourse

No discussion of the rationale of a death
sentence will be meaningful without refer-
ence to what is happening just now in the

U.S., a country prone to violent crime. A
large number of cities have reported an
increase in homicide rates this year. Added
to this are mass killings of the kind report-
ed recently from a community college in
Oregon and earlier at an African-American
church in South Carolina, which are said to
have enhanced fear levels and strength-
ened the plea by many individuals and or-
ganisations for greater gun control and
more deterrence in sentencing policies.
Ironically, 19 of the 50 States do not have
the death penalty on their statutes. Despite
this, more than 1400 convicts have been
executed in the country since 1976, the
year when capital sentence was restored
after a four-year de facto moratorium flow-
ing from the Supreme Court decision in
Furman v Georgia. 

There is something more than numbers
here. It is the complex history that sur-
rounds the issue of the mode of judicial
killing in the country which is of interest.

Currently, administering a lethal injection
is the accepted procedure to execute a pris-
oner awarded the death sentence. An op-
tion to choose hanging is available to those
convicted before this was introduced. It is
significant that the constitutionality of le-
thal injection has been upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court. 

Hanging was one of the first methods
employed by states to execute a con-
demned prisoner. After a series of blotched
hangings in the 19th century, many
switched to electrocution, following the
recommendation of a Gerry Commission
(1886) appointed to suggest an alternative
mode. After New York first introduced

electrocution, other States followed suit.
This form of execution also came into dis-
repute, as sequel to a few cases of failure of
the electric chair, which necessitated re-
peated application of high voltage electric-
ity on a prisoner for the successful
completion of an order of sentence. This
practice therefore, came to be challenged
as a “cruel and unusual” punishment, pro-
hibited by the U.S. Constitution. 

In view of this development, many
States started enforcing the administra-
tion of a lethal injection, comprising a sin-
gle or combination of drugs. While
hydromorphone is widely used, a recent
entrant is midazolam. Some human rights
organisations have cited research to raise
doubts over the claimed painlessness of
drugs employed in executions, and have
charged that lethal injections are also cru-
el. However, in a case of 2008 (Baze v Rees)
and in a more recent (2015) case (Glossip v
Gross), the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the

constitutionality of lethal injections. In
the former case, while concurring with the
majority opinion, Justice John Paul Ste-
vens however, raised doubts about Ken-
tucky’s three drug protocol, especially the
use of a paralytic agent, panucronium bro-
mide. He believed that this matter could
generate a future debate. Also, while hear-
ing the Glossip case, Justice Stephen
Breyer was noticeably candid about his
aversion to the death penalty. It is against
this backdrop that one must follow the
proceedings of the U.S. Supreme Court
which began a new term on October 5.
Though the constitutionality of death sen-
tence is not directly listed to come up be-

fore it, any stray observation by any of the
nine judges in associated matters could
provide a pointer to the future.

The execution of a woman, Kelly Gissen-
daner, on September 30 in Georgia, has
added spice to the controversy, although
only about one per cent of those executed
in the U.S. till now have been women. And
Gissendaner was the first woman to be
executed in Georgia in about 70 years.

Methodological problems

I quizzed Professor Daniel Silverman of
the Department of Criminal Justice, Tem-
ple University, Philadelphia (from where I
graduated more than two decades ago) on
current trends in the U.S. on the death
penalty. Prof. Silverman, an attorney who
defends many prisoners on the death row,
teaches a course on capital punishment at
Temple. He tells me that States are finding
it increasingly difficult to procure the
drugs required to carry out an execution.
As a result there is once again an alarming
frequency of botched executions, resulting
sometimes from the use of wrong drugs.
The whole process is shrouded in such
mystery that doubts have arisen over the
efficacy and fairness of the system. 

Prof. Silverman also refers to the overall
sentiment within the country against the
death penalty. During the past decade, sev-
en States either abolished it or held it in
abeyance. There is further the sharpening
division on the subject within the U.S. Su-
preme Court, between liberals and conser-
vatives. Four of the nine judges are said to
believe that death penalty is constitution-
al, while two clearly consider it otherwise.
It is difficult to speculate what the other
three would do when the matter comes up
before them in the future. It is just possible
that the debate may linger on inconclu-
sively, and will ultimately be settled only
when one or two new judges join the court
in the next few years. According to Prof.
Silverman, the U.S. Supreme Court is now
quite sensitive to what is happening in-
ternationally. This is why it is reasonable
to believe that it will take cognisance of the
worldwide trend of nations giving up the
death penalty.

Finally, there is also the factor of costs
involved here. There are now more than
3000 prisoners on death row in U.S. pris-
ons. Organising sustained legal help for a
majority of them adds on to the already
huge commitment to look after their food
and health needs. While this particular is-
sue is beyond the purview of courts, it
could weigh heavily on the administration
while reviewing the expediency of retain-
ing the death penalty. 

Challenge for India

The trends that characterise the U.S.
scene are very relevant to India, although
in a slightly less acute form. We have had
about 1300 death verdicts for the whole
country during the period 2004-14. Of
these, only four have ended in actual exe-
cution. Prisoners in such cases certainly
escalate costs of prison management.
While this argument may not hold water
with those who stand rigidly for the reten-
tion of capital punishment, there is the
overwhelming international trend in sup-
port of abolition that can hardly be ig-
nored. The Law Commission’s recent
weighty report that favours giving up the
death penalty, except in cases of terrorism,
should also motivate the government into
swift action. Apart from promoting the
cause of a humane jurisprudence, a deci-
sion to do away with the death sentence
could have a hugely positive impact on our
international image.

(R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director
and a graduate in criminal justice from the
Temple University, Philadelphia.)

The multiple costs of death penalty 
The cost of prisoners on death row, the complex
task of ensuring a painless mode of carrying out
the judicial order and the growing international
rejection of the death penalty must weigh against
the pain of a victim’s family seeking justice

The Law Commission’s recent weighty report that favours

giving up the death penalty, except in cases of terrorism,

should also motivate the government into swift action 

R.K. Raghavan
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>>We erred: In the correction regarding the report, “Communal elements
will not be spared: Rajnath” (Oct. 8, 2015), this column - (Corrections and
Clarifications, Oct. 12, 2015) - erroneously gave the month of publication of
the report as December.

>>“Noted music director Ravindra Jain no more” (Oct. 10, 2015) erroneous-
ly said the veteran music director composed scores for TV serials on epics
Ramayan and Mahabharat. Ravindra Jain did not compose the score for
Mahabharat. 

>>In “Prisons too reflect Bengal’s work culture” (Oct. 8, 2015), the total
worth of goods produced by the inmates of correctional homes in Kerala was
given as Rs. 214.3 crore. The correct figure is Rs. 21.43 crore.
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Shiv Sena’s reprehensible
attack on Observer Re-
search Foundation’s Sud-
heendra Kulkarni
yesterday (October 12), for
organising former Pakistan
Foreign Minister Khurshid

Mahmud Kasuri’s book launch in Mum-
bai, is another step back for a party des-
perately trying to remain relevant both to
its voting constituency as well as in the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led coalition gov-
ernment in Maharashtra. Last week, it
threatened to violently disrupt noted gha-
zal singer Ghulam Ali’s concert in Mum-
bai, scaring the organiser into cancelling
the event.

The Sena, after a brief affair with liber-
alism last year with its demand for night-
life licenses and a perceptible shift
towards the youth vote, is clearly return-
ing to the platform it was founded upon:
hatred for Pakistan (and migrants from
within the country) and extreme
Hindutva.

Targeting the BJP

What the Sena is really worried about is
the BJP, and has taken on the mantle of
the largest party’s principal opposition.
The Kasuri book launch incident and the
Ghulam Ali concert disruption were tar-
geted more at the BJP than at the victims
themselves. It is not surprising, therefore,
that Aditya Thackeray, who heads the
youth wing of the party, said that the “at-
tack was non-violent”. He knows his
statement is a mockery of what happened,
but he said it because the eventual target
was the BJP. His party wants to send a
message to the BJP that it can remain in
the media and the public eye by resorting
to its old tricks.

The Sena, for all its bravado, knows that
its hardline Hindutva stand has been ap-
propriated by the BJP, and there is little it
can do on the development plank either.
The last time it was in power along with
the BJP (1995-1999), the Sena was the
senior alliance partner with founder Bal
Thackeray’s hand-picked man Manohar
Joshi as Chief Minister. But what Mumbai
really remembers of that coalition gov-
ernment are the 50-plus flyovers in the
city and its neighbourhood, planned and
executed by BJP’s Nitin Gadkari, the then
State Public Works Minister. Mr. Gadkari
is now a Minister in the Modi cabinet.

Take their other recent battle. In early
September, the BJP collaborated with the
Jain community in demanding a meat ban
during the penance period of Paryushan.
The Shiv Sena, along with its ideological
but separated cousin, the Maharashtra

Navnirman Sena, sided with the meat eat-
ers. There is a history to this. The Jain
community, though not technically Hin-
du, is identified with the Gujarati commu-
nity. More than a decade ago, Gujarati
Jains and Gujarati Hindus, along with the
Marwari communi-
ty, had teamed up to
make the prime
South Mumbai lo-
calities of Malabar
Hill, Marine Drive
and Walkeshwar
meat-free zones, a
move the Sena de-
spised but could do
little to reverse.
That agitation was led by Mangal Prabhat
Lodha, a Marwari real estate tycoon, who
is also a BJP MLA and a staunch vegetar-
ian. Those who followed the BJP’s meat-
free agenda of the early 2000s will not be
surprised about its vegetarian stance now. 

The BJP-Sena war has reached such a
crescendo that in the Kalyan Dombivali
Municipal Corporation (KDMC) elections
slated for November 1, the two parties
have decided to go to the polls separately,
encouraging the Congress and the Nation-
alist Congress Party to possibly come to-
gether, despite their significant
differences. The BJP and Sena are now so

far divorced that they would rather allow a
Congress-NCP alliance to come to power
than join hands with each other.

The KDMC elections, though not im-
portant in the larger national context, will
be a barometer for voters’ perceptions of

the two parties. The
only thing going for
both the Sena and
the BJP is the com-
plete indifference of
the electorate to-
wards the Congress.
On ground, Con-
gress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi re-
mains someone to

be mocked at, and his repeated gaffes in
public rallies are not helping his party
either. An emaciated opposition will,
therefore, most probably help Sena retain
power there, but the fracture with the BJP
will not be repaired.

More important, while the BJP has ap-
propriated (or is attempting to appropri-
ate) B.R. Ambedkar’s legacy despite
having nothing in common with the father
of the Indian Constitution, the Sena is
increasingly coming across as a party be-
reft of ideas. With little manouevring
power in the State government, it is left
with no option but to go back to its violent

roots. This is unfortunate for a party that
was being seen as changing its colours in
the last year or so.

Issues for the Sena

The two biggest issues that the Sena has
taken up in the last 12 months are the
extension of licences for eateries and en-
tertainment establishments to remain
open through the night, and the yellow
sodium vapour lamps along Marine Drive
instead of the white LED lamps that the
BJP government prefers. Both are incon-
sequential items on a larger political agen-
da, but the Sena seems to care for them
more than for governance issues. In any
case, they lost to the BJP on both points.
The scars of that battle run deep in the
Sena.

For a party that purports to be connect-
ed with the sons of the soil, the Sena has
done precious little to bring about aware-
ness or raise money for farmers in the
drought-affected areas of the State. Mean-
while, farmers continue to commit suicide
in Vidarbha and other areas of severe rain
shortfall. Private entities and individuals
seem to have responded to the crisis far
better than political parties. While the
Sena has been attacking the BJP for its
inaction in the drought-affected areas, it
has not done much on its own.

The vote gain and seat gain in last year’s
State elections should have spurred the
party into attempting a national footprint.
It was one of their stated objectives. Udd-
hav Thackeray’s leadership on that front
has left a lot to be desired. In fact, it has
been insipid. Meanwhile, the BJP has
made gains in even the Sena strongholds
of western Maharashtra. This has eroded
the Sena’s grassroots credibility, as it is
mainly a cadre-based party with strong
on-ground presence across the State, with
its hierarchies clearly defined.

A sheer inability to get mass support
has spurred the Sena into going back to its
violent past. It may have worked in the
1970s and the 1980s, when Bal Thacke-
ray’s anti-migrant mantra struck a raw
nerve among Maharashtrians reeling un-
der an already collapsing economic in-
frastructure in Mumbai thanks to cotton
mills being shut down in rapid succession.
It is unlikely to work in the second decade
of the 21st century.

Aditya Thackeray and his father, there-
fore, need to reinvent the party, which has
not only become irrelevant to the Ma-
rathi-speaking population, but also to its
core voter base. The refrain in Mumbai
after the Ghulam Ali concert cancellation
and the attack on Mr. Kulkarni was, “No,
not again!” This is a refrain to which the
Shiv Sena is turning a deaf ear. 

sachin. kalbag@thehindu.co.in

Back to the bad old days 

A STEP BACK: “The inability to get mass support has spurred the Shiv
Sena into going back to its violent past.” Picture shows Sena activists
protesting in Delhi before an anticipated meeting between Kashmiri
leaders and the Pakistan High Commissioner. — PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

With its hardline Hindutva stand appropriated by the BJP, and no new ideas on the
development front, the Shiv Sena is going back to its violent past to stay in the public eye 
Sachin Kalbag

The refrain in Mumbai after
the Ghulam Ali concert
cancellation and the attack
on Kulkarni was, 'Not
again!' But the Shiv Sena is
turning a deaf ear to this 

On October 6, Takaaki Kaj-
ita, Chief Scientist of Su-
per-Kamiokande
Collaboration, University
of Tokyo, and Arthur B.
McDonald, chief scientist
at the Sudbury Neutrino

Observatory (SNO) Collaboration,
Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada,
were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics
for proving that neutrinos change identi-
ties or ‘flavours’ from one type to another
over time. Professor McDonald, in this
email interview with Shubashree Desi-
kan, speaks about the 17-year journey
from the start of the SNO Collaboration to
the prestigious moment of recognition.
Excerpts:

How does it feel to have won the Nobel
Prize? Some physicists told me that it
was widely anticipated that the
observation of neutrino oscillations
would win the Nobel this year.

Our SNO Collaboration was very-
 pleased to have provided clear observa-
tion of neutrino oscillations for solar
neutrino and to have verified models of
the sun with great accuracy. However,
having this strong international endorse-
ment of the value of our work by a respect-
ed committee is very gratifying.

When you became the spokesperson for
the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory in
1989, it was unusual then for Canada to
make an investment of this magnitude
on a basic science project. How did you
convince them? 

At the time that our scientists were at-
tempting to obtain approval of funding for
this project, it was necessary to convince
agencies in Canada, the U.S. and the U.K.
of the importance of the measurements
that we could perform. It took a long time
and involved technical demonstrations of
the engineering feasibility of the design.
With strong peer review of the impor-
tance of the basic science we were propos-
ing (now proven by the awarding of the
Nobel Prize), we were able to obtain the
funding. 

The return on investment is a funda-
mental improvement in our knowledge of
our world, excellent training of the best
students who are attracted to such pro-
jects, and the innovative technology that
had to be developed to accomplish this
difficult experiment. 

The SNO detector consists of a 12-m
diameter transparent acrylic container
holding 1,000 litres of ultrapure heavy
water, which was supplied by Canada’s

Department of Atomic Energy. Did this
happen readily? Was there any worry
that you could be carrying out secret
research on nuclear weapons?

Senior scientists at Atomic Energy of
Canada understood the importance of the
research that we would perform and rec-
ommended the loan near the beginning
of our discussions. There was then a bit of
worry from the public about the relation-
ship of heavy water to nuclear reactors,
etc. However, one of our scientists drank a
glass of heavy water at a public meeting
(with a bit of Scotch for flavour) and
showed clearly that it was a safe sub-
stance. We also pointed out continually
that we were creating one of the lowest
radioactivity locations in the world, far
from worries about high radioactivity.

What main questions remain about the
neutrino and why is neutrino research
important? What other experiments are

being planned around the world?

A major question remains about the or-
dering of the relative masses of neutrinos,
which will be addressed with good sensi-
tivity by the India-based Neutrino Ob-
servatory (INO) detector. In addition, the
accurate values for other oscillation pa-
rameters that INO will provide will be
important for developing detailed models
of how finite mass neutrinos should be
added to the Standard Model of elemen-
tary particles. Other questions that will be
addressed in other experiments are the
absolute masses of neutrinos and the
asymmetry between matter and anti-mat-
ter in the universe that may be related to
neutrino properties.

Neutrino science is important because
they (neutrinos), along with electrons and
quarks, are the basic building blocks
which we do not know how to sub-divide
further. Therefore, understanding their
properties is essential to complete our
knowledge of the world at a very funda-
mental level. For example, the observa-
tion of finite neutrino masses determined
by the SNO and Super-Kamiokande ex-
periments goes beyond the Standard
Model of elementary particles and may
help provide a fuller picture for the very
basic laws of physics.

How did the offer of the site for the
observatory by INCO Ltd, the nickel
mining company, come about? 

Again, after presentations by our scien-
tists, senior members of the company
management saw the importance of the
science that could be done and recom-

mended to their management that we be
allowed to co-exist with ongoing mining
operations at the mine. This strong sup-
port for the new international under-
ground laboratory, SNOLAB, has
continued with the present owner, Vale.

Did you have to develop any new
engineering techniques or materials for
the construction and support of the
huge underground cavity? How did you
ensure the stability of the rock above
the underground observatory?

It was the largest cavity of its type built
at that depth, but INCO engineers provid-
ed a design of excavation and rock support
techniques that were reviewed by a panel
of international experts and found to be
feasible. The cavity was very carefully in-
strumented and provided wonderful data,
enabling INCO to pursue large cavities at
great depth for their ongoing mining oper-
ations. Several old and new techniques
were combined for ground control for the
cavity, and they worked very well.

Would you say 17 years is a long time to
work without an indication of whether
you were on the right track?

We knew that we could have a sub-
stantial impact on fundamental physics if
we could carry out this major project and
that inspired everyone working on the
project throughout.

Looking back on over 30 years of your
association with SNO, can you tell us
what made it worth the while? 

Our collaboration set about under-
standing our universe more fully and with
our results, we feel that we have made a
major contribution to that. The Nobel
Prize for our work is a confirmation by
a body that we greatly respect that we
have made a truly valuable contribution.

When we were analysing our data, we
purposely added in a known amount of
false data, so that those doing the analysis
could not be led to a pre-conceived result
by the way they analyse the data. On one-
 day when we had defined the best way to
do the analysis, we lifted this “blindness
condition,” removed the false events and
all together were able to see our final re-
sults. The results were conclusive that so-
lar neutrinos did change from one type to
another and, therefore, do have a finite
mass. That was a real “eureka” moment
that every SNO collaborator remembers
as a significant day in their scientific life.

shubashree.desikan@thehindu.co.in
(A longer version of this interview is

available online at www.thehindu.com)

‘Improving our knowledge of the world’

Arthur McDonald. — PHOTO: AP 

Nobel Laureate Arthur B. McDonald on how the neutrino experiments can provide a
fuller picture for the very basic laws of physics

A major question
remains about

the ordering of the relative
masses of neutrinos, which
will be addressed with
sensitivity by the India-
based Neutrino Observatory
detector- ARTHUR MCDONALD

EXCLUSIVE 

Rebels’ attitude to
Naga truce

Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayan
to-day [October 12] deplored the
action of the Naga Underground
in not agreeing to a three-month
extension of the cease-fire in
Nagaland, but only to one month.
Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayan, a
member of the Nagaland peace
mission, said in an interview here
[Shillong] to-day: “It has come to
me as a great surprise that even

though the Government of India
greed to three months’ extension,
the Naga underground leadership
agreed only to one month. What
may be behind this is more than
what I can understand.” 

According to an informed
source in Kohima, the
underground Nagas, who have
been trained and equipped in
Pakistan, are reported to be under
strong pressure to reject the
cease-fire and return to the war
path. 

(dated October 13, 1965)

FROM THE ARCHIVES

In less than a fortnight, India will host the incumbent
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir as part of the Third
India-Africa Forum Summit, expected to be the largest
gathering of world leaders in India since the Non-Aligned
Summit in New Delhi in 1983. However, the event, in view
of President Bashir’s attendance, may not pass without its
share of controversy. 

President Bashir’s arrival will represent a serious challenge to the
authority of the International Criminal Court (ICC), which has issued
two separate arrest warrants against him. The first was issued on March
4, 2009, when the President was charged with war crimes over the
conflict in Darfur, earning the ill-repute of becoming the first sitting
head of state issued with an arrest warrant by the ICC. And on July 12,
2010, the ICC charged Mr. Bashir with three counts of genocide in
Darfur, accusing him of trying to wipe out three non-Arab ethnic groups
in the region. According to reports, in anticipation of his attendance at
the summit, the office of the prosecutor of the ICC has called upon India
to “contribute to the important goal of ending impunity for the world’s
worst crimes” by arresting and surrendering President Bashir to the ICC.
The question is, is India under any international legal obligation to do
so?

President Bashir first came to power in a coup in 1989 when Sudan was
in the midst of a civil war between north
and south. He then allegedly exploited
these differences in order to destroy those
ethnic groups which presented a threat to
his power. This resulted in extended
clashes between the government’s armed
forces and rebel groups, which reportedly
lasted from 2003 to 2008, a period that
witnessed serious war atrocities such as
pillaging and rape. It is believed that as a
result of the ensuing armed conflict, over
2,00,000 civilians were killed and over 2.4
million people were forced to flee their homes. Taking a serious view of
the matter, and given that Sudan was not a party to the Rome Statute
establishing the ICC, the United Nations Security Council, acting under
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, referred the situation in
Darfur to the ICC vide Resolution 1593. Pursuant to a formal
investigation, the then chief prosecutor of the ICC requested and
obtained arrest warrants against President Bashir and other senior
ministers of Sudan. Immediately following the issuance of the arrest
warrants, cooperation requests for the arrest and surrender of President
Bashir were transmitted to all states that are parties to the Rome Statute
and all UNSC members, including states who are not parties to the Rome
Statute. Curiously, the decision of the pre-trial chamber of the ICC,
while issuing the arrest warrants against Mr. Bashir, directed the
registry of the ICC to prepare and transmit any additional request for the
arrest and surrender of President Bashir to other states as appropriate.

India’s response

If such a formal request were made, how should India respond? At the
outset, since India is not a signatory to the Rome Statute that established
the ICC, it would not ordinarily be under any legal obligation to comply
with a request made by the Court. However, the situation is complicated
by virtue of the Security Council referral in Resolution 1593. Paragraph 2
of the Security Council resolution states: “…the government of Sudan
and all other parties to the conflict in Darfur shall co-operate fully with
and provide any necessary assistance to the Court and the Prosecutor
pursuant to this Resolution and, while recognising that states not party
to the Rome Statute have no obligation under the Statute, urges all states
and concerned regional organisations to co-operate fully.” 

Since the resolution was adopted under Chapter VII, it is binding on
all member states, including India. If it creates legal obligations, it would
prevail over India’s other international law obligations. Fortunately, the
wording of the resolution falls short of creating a legal obligation on
non-member states — and only ‘urges’ non-member states to co-operate.
Since the resolution falls short of a creating an international law
obligation, India can, by arresting President Bashir, violate international
law, since heads of state are accorded full immunity from arrest in a
foreign state under both treaty and customary international law.
Therefore, India is not under any legal obligation to arrest and surrender
President Bashir to the ICC and may, in fact, not be permitted to arrest
President Bashir on Indian soil.

Nevertheless, given India’s position in the international legal order
and its push for a permanent seat on the UNSC, it may have been
prudent on the part of India to have avoided this controversy altogether
by not extending the invitation to host President Bashir in the first place. 

(Jay Sanklecha is a graduate of the West Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences, Kolkata, and is working with a law firm in Mumbai.
The views expressed are personal.)

LEGAL EYE 

India not obliged to
arrest President Bashir 

The wording of the
Security Council
resolution falls short
of creating a legal
obligation on
non-member states
to co-operate

Jay Sanklecha
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“The J&K police have a
separate wing to track the
online activities of these
young men. While some op-
erate with pseudo-identi-
ties, some are genuine
accounts. Mostly they be-
long to Tral, Pulwama and
other parts of south Kash-
mir. They are being counsel-
led and dissuaded from
joining the militant ranks,”
said the Home Ministry offi-
cial in Delhi.

The J&K police counsel-
led these youths, mostly
aged 14-17, by “providing Is-
lamic perspective through
religious preachers on how
their decision to join mili-

tancy was un-Islamic and a
legal perspective to dissuade
them from joining the mili-
tants.” They were fore-
warned about “ruined career
and the uselessness of vio-
lence to achieve any goal.” 

“In most cases, parents did
not know of the intentions of
their wards. We also asked
them to keep a close eye on
their children,” said the
counter-insurgency top cop.

He said that while most
boys were teenagers, a few
were regular college-goers in
Srinagar, and one was purs-
ing his Master’s through a
private institution in Pulwa-
ma district. 

“Most of them had no re-
cord of any anti-social activ-
ities or stone-pelting. It was
through human intelligence
that we were able to identify
them,” said the official.

He admitted that in a few
instances counselling failed,
as in the case of Jehangeer
Ganai, a resident of Pulwa-
ma’s Quail area. “Ganai has
joined the militant ranks un-
fortunately,” said the officer.

Police wean 40 youths from
militancy in south Kashmir

Religious preachers
told the youth 
their decision 
was un-Islamic

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Home Affairs has sought a
report from the Jammu
and Kashmir government
on the State High Court’s
order that Article 370,
which grants special status
to the State, is beyond
amendment, repeal or
abrogation.

In a communication, the
Home Ministry sought a
copy of the High Court or-
der from the State govern-
ment as early as possible,
explaining the grounds on
which the order was issued,
a Home Ministry official
said.

The State Law Depart-
ment is expected to for-
ward a copy of the High
Court ruling to the Central
government.

The HC had ruled that
Article 370 has assumed
place of permanence in the
Constitution and the fea-
ture is beyond amendment,

repeal or abrogation.
The court also said that

Article 35A gives “protec-
tion” to existing laws in force
in the State. “Article 370
though titled as ‘Temporary
Provision’ and included in
Para XXI titled ‘Temporary,
Transitional and Special
Provisions,’ has assumed
place of permanence in the
Constitution,” a Division
Bench of justices Hasnain
Masoodi and Janak Raj Kot-
wal ruled in a 60-page
judgment.

“It is beyond amendment,
repeal or abrogation, in as
much as Constituent As-
sembly of the State before its
dissolution did not recom-
mend its Amendment or re-
peal,” the Bench ruled. The
BJP has been demanding for
long repeal of Article 370.

National Bureau

Centre seeks report on
HC order on Article 370 

J&K court said 
Article 370 is 
beyond amendment

FROM PAGE ONE

PATNA: Amid tight security,
the first phase of the Bihar
poll for 49 Assembly seats in
10 districts, including some
Maoist-affected areas,
passed off peacefully on
Monday with 57 per cent
vote cast. 

While the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance heaved a
sigh of relief over the in-
creased voting percentage,
‘the grand alliance’ felt that
the trend would work to its
advantage. Women voters
outnumbered their male
counterparts by five per
cent. 

Long queues

Long queues of voters
were largely seen in rural
areas. In urban areas, voters
did not show much enthusi-
asm. It is generally said that
the BJP gets its major sup-
port from urban middle
class voters and ‘the grand
alliance’ of Nitish Kumar
and Lalu Prasad have their
supporters in rural areas.

“Though the high voting
percentage reflects the anti-
incumbency sentiment, the
percentage was not so high
that the BJP should feel
happy about it. On the other
side, the high turnout in ru-
ral areas does send out posi-
tive signals for the grand
alliance,” a poll observer
told The Hindu. “The higher
turnout can be attributed to
better security manage-
ment and the resultant fear-

free atmosphere,” he added.
In the first phase of the

last Assembly poll held for
the same number of seats,
the JD(U) had picked up 29
seats, the BJP 13, the RJD 4,
while the Congress, the CPI
and the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha got one seat each.
This time, the JD(U) put up
24 candidates, the RJD 17
and the Congress 8
candidates.

Since morning hundreds
of thousands of people lined
up at polling stations to cast
their vote in the crucial
election seen as a referen-
dum on Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s “popularity”
and Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar’s “development
plank.”

Women voters too were
seen in long queues, espe-
cially in Bhagalpur, Banka,
Munger and Samastipur
districts.

With the first phase of Bi-
har poll, for 49 Assembly
seats completed on Mon-
day, political observers, be-
lieved the trend is still going
50-50 for both the blocs.

“It is still not very clear
who is gaining and who is
losing but from available in-
dications, a tough and tight
battle lies ahead,” said N.K.
Chaudhury, a political
observer.

However, leaders from

both camps saw the polling
trend going in their favour.
“The BJP-led NDA will not
get more than 10-12 seats in
the first phase,” declared a
ruling party JD(U) leader,
while the State BJP leaders
said that “the high poll per-
centage indicates that peo-
ple are fed up with this
government and have voted
for change.”

“In the 2010 Assembly
poll, the voting percentage
in these districts was 50.85,
while this time it has gone
up to 57,” said the State
Election Commission. 

Second phase on Oct. 16

Tight security arrange-

ments were made with de-
ployment of Central
paramilitary forces at every
booth and in the Maoist-af-
fected districts of Jamui,
Lakhisarai, Munger and Na-
wada, five helicopters and
three drones were deployed
for surveillance.

At nine booths in Gopal-
pur, Pirpainti, Sultanganj,
Banka and Lakhisarai, the
poll was boycotted by people
for different reasons. Ac-
cording to the Election
Commission, altogether 110
persons were arrested and
some vehicles seized.

The second phase will be
held on October 16 for 32
seats.

NDA hopes soar as 57% turn out to vote in Bihar 

Voters of the Sultanganj Assembly constituency in Bhagalpur district of Bihar on their way to exercise
their franchise on Monday. At right, a voter shows her indelible ink mark. — PHOTOS: RANJEET KUMAR

Amarnath Tewary

NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH: Book-
er Prize winning author Sal-
man Rushdie on Monday
joined the growing chorus of
protests by writers and poets
against spread of “communal
poison” and “rising intoler-
ance” in the country even as
more authors decided to re-
turn their Sahitya Akademi
awards.

“I support Nayantara Sah-
gal and the many other writ-
ers protesting to the Sahitya
Akademi. Alarming times for
free expression in India,” Mr.
Rushdie tweeted.

Ms. Sahgal, niece of Jawa-
harlal Nehru, was among the
first to lodge her protest
against the Akademi’s si-
lence over repeated attacks
on writers and rationalists
who were raising their voice
of dissent.

Urdu novelist Rahman Ab-
bas, Hindi writers Manga-
lesh Dabral and Rajesh Joshi
have returned the Akademi
awards in protest against
“communal” atmosphere
following rationalist M.M.
Kalburgi’s killing. Vadodara-
based author and poet Anil
Joshi said he would return
the Akademi award. 

Punjabi author Waryam
Sandhu said he had intim-
ated to the Akademi his deci-
sion to give back the award.

Delhi-based theatre artist
Maya Krishna Rao returned

her Sangeet Natak Akademi
award in protest against Da-
dri lynching and the “rising
intolerance” in the country.

Four more writers and po-
ets from Punjab — Surjit Pat-
tar, Baldev Singh
Sadaknama, Jaswinder and
Darshan Buttar — joined the
protest against communal
violence and said they were
also returning their awards
as a mark of protest.

Urdu writer Rahman Ab-
bas said, “After the Dadri
lynching, the Urdu writing
community has been unhap-
py. Therefore, I decided to
return the award. There are
some other Urdu writers

who also want to join the
protest. It is high time we
stood up to the injustice sur-
rounding us.” 

Akademi calls meet

Under fire from several
quarters, the Akademi has
called for a meeting of the
Executive Board for October
23. Sahitya Akademi presi-
dent Vishwanath Prasad Ti-
wari had said the institution
was committed to the core
secular values enshrined in
the Constitution. — PTI

Tarikeri returns award

M. Ahiraj reports:
Kannada critic Rahamat

Tarikeri has returned his
Sahitya Akademi award in
protest against the killing of
Kalburgi and rationalists Na-
rendra Dabholkar and Go-
vind Pansare. “The recent
Dadri lynching is also part of
this intolerance,” he said.

J&K writer follows suit

Peerzada Ashiq reports:
Kashmir’s well-known

writer Ghulam Nabi Khayal
followed suit, accusing the
BJP of “unleashing a pack of
wolves” on minorities to cur-
tail their rights. He won the
Akademi honour for his book
‘Gashik Minaar’ (Luminar-
ies) in 1975. He is the first
Kashmiri to return the
award.

Alarming times for free
expression, says Rushdie

Salman Rushdie has
backed Nayantara
Sahgal and other
protesting writers.

PATNA: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed
two poll meetings in Bihar
on Monday, as 49 seats went
to the polls in the first phase
of the Assembly elections,
and criticised the JD(U) and
the RJD over a video
purporting to show a senior
JD(U) Minister accepting a
bribe. Mr. Modi demanded
the disclosure of the names
of the five other ministers
mentioned in the video.

“They claim to be the
disciples of Jayaprakash
Narayan; but on his 113th
birth anniversary, what they
did, what their ministers
did…it was an insult to JP,”
Mr. Modi said at meetings in
Jehanabad and Bhabhua.
“Where will you go if this
money game goes on? Will
you be able to give Rs. 4 lakh
to anyone?” 

On Sunday night, Minister

for Registration, Excise,
Prohibition and Urban
Development Awadhesh
Prasad Kushwaha was
caught on camera taking Rs.
4 lakh in bribe from a fake
Mumbai businessman.
When the video went viral
on social media, Mr. Nitish
Kumar asked Mr. Kushwaha
to resign. His nomination

from Pipra was cancelled.
Mr. Modi said that until

the BJP was part of the
Bihar government “no sting
operation happened.” “But
ever since this gentleman
[Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar] joined hands with
the other gentleman [Mr.
Lalu Prasad], such things
[like bribery] started
happening and it would
continue to happen as the
new partner [Mr. Lalu
Prasad] is widely known for
this… Even the court has put
its stamp on him. It’s
unfortunate that people are
taking bribe in the name of
JP…I appeal to you to finish
them in the poll,” he said. 

In Jehanabad, Mr. Modi
sought to remind the voters
of Jagdeo Prasad, a veteran
backward caste leader of the
region, who was
mysteriously killed in 1974.
“I’d like to ask both Mr. Lalu
Prasad and Mr. Nitish

Kumar how they are sitting
with those who had killed the
leader who stood up for the
poor,” he said in an oblique
reference to the Congress,
which was then in power in
the State.

He said that in the ongoing
polls, only two things
mattered. “We keep saying
vote us to power for
development as Bihar’s
development is our only goal,
and they keep saying destroy
Modi. Democracy is not to
finish someone but to fulfil
the expectations of the poor
people…” 

As for the RJD’s demand
that the Election
Commission cancel his poll
meeting in Bhabhua, Mr.
Modi said: “They want to stop
me, but in democracy you
cannot throttle the voice of
anyone… You don’t know
Modi… I’m a labourer. I can
even set out on foot to meet
people.”

‘What JD(U) Minister did was an insult to JP’
Amarnath Tewary

PM Narendra Modi 
at an election rally in
Jehanabad on Monday.
— PHOTO: PTI

BIHAR POLLING BEGINS

NEW DELHI: Nearly 35 members
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bos-
e’s family from across the world
and around 15 research associ-
ates who have been asking for
the declassification of the Bose
files by the government, will be
hosted at 7 Race Course Road
on October 14 by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, for what is
being seen by the family mem-
bers as an important juncture
in their “movement” for some
closure on the late leader’s life
and death.

The invitation had been ex-
tended by Prime Minister Modi
during his visit to Germany in
April. Speaking to The Hindu,
Netaji’s grand nephew, Chan-
dra Kumar Bose, said Prime
Minister Modi was the “first In-
dian Prime Minister to play
host to the Bose family.”

PM to host
Netaji family
Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI: Refusing to make
any comments, the Supreme
Court on Monday left it to the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion to proceed as per law on
the issue of registering an FIR
into the alleged seizure of un-
accounted cash worth Rs. 25
crore, a diary and other in-
criminating documents from
Aditya Birla Group’s Corpo-
rate Office here in 2013.

A Bench of Justices Madan
B. Lokur, Kurian Joseph and
A.K. Sikri, hearing a plea by
NGO Common Cause to reg-
ister an FIR in the case, said
the CBI is expected to act as
per the provisions of the Code
of Criminal Procedure.

The court was reacting to

arguments made by advocate
Prashant Bhushan for the
NGO that the CBI was under a
legal obligation to register an
FIR. He claimed the docu-
ments allegedly seized indi-
cated payments to politicians
and political groups.

When the CBI pleaded that
the Enforcement Directorate
was already looking into the
aspect of seizure, Mr. Bhush-
an countered that the ED in-
vestigate any links to possible
money laundering unless an
FIR is lodged by the CBI or
other agency.

“An FIR is already regis-
tered in the Hindalco matter
and that is why the ED was
doing the inquiry,” senior ad-
vocate Amarendra Sharan for
the CBI responded.

“Our understanding is that
CBI has filed a report in the
Supreme Court today in re-
spect of the seized papers. In
this regard, the Honourable
Court has observed that ‘we
are not making any comment
as to whether any offence is
made out or not.’ CBI is ex-
pected ‘to examine the papers
and if any offence is made out
or not, it is to proceed in ac-
cordance with law’,” Aditya
Birla Group reacted in a
statement.

The court further ex-
pressed unhappiness over the
pace of probe conducted by
the CBI into the coal block
allocation scam cases and
asked the agency to conclude
these investigations by
December-end.

CBI told to go by the book
in case against Birla group 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: A two-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court admit-
ted on Monday that it com-
mitted a “mistake” on
September 11 when it heard
the case of Godhra riots ac-
tivist Teesta Setalvad and her
husband. 

The Bench of Justices Anil
R. Dave and A.K. Goel said
the case was supposed to be
listed before a three-judge
Bench. The Bench had then
ordered extending interim
bail to the couple.

In September, the same
Bench had extended the in-
terim protection against ar-
rest of Ms. Setalvad and her
husband by four weeks in a
case of alleged embezzle-
ment of funds for a memorial
at Ahmedabad’s Gulberg So-
ciety that was devastated in
the 2002 riots. On Monday,

the Bench owned up to the
error when senior advocate
Kapil Sibal pushed for fur-
ther extension, saying the
couple’s bail period was com-
ing to an end on October 15.

When the Bench refused to
hear the plea, Mr. Sibal re-

minded the court that it was
the same Bench that heard
and passed the interim order
in September.

“We don’t know why this
matter has come before us...
We made a mistake the last
time... let the matter be post-
ed before an appropriate
Bench,” Justice Dave
responded.

Mr. Sibal drew the court’s
attention to the urgency of
the couple’s position and said
expiry of the existing bail pe-
riod on October 15 may lead
to their arrest. The court
then recorded the situation
in the day’s order and direct-
ed its Registry to list the case
before a three-judge Bench
“as soon as possible.”

In March this year, the
apex court had extended Ms.
Setalvad relief from arrest
while transferring their pet-
ition to a three-judge Bench.

The Gujarat police have ac-
cused the couple of embez-
zling crores of rupees
collected from residents of
the Gulbarg Society in the
name of constructing a me-
morial in honour of the riot
victims. The court had first
stayed their arrest on Febru-
ary 19, observing that “per-
sonal liberty cannot be put
on ventilator.” 

In July, the Gujarat police
filed an affidavit opposing the
continued anticipatory bail
for Ms. Setalvad and her hus-
band, while reiterating their
accusations that the couple
misappropriated charity
funds meant for rehabilita-
tion of riots victims for their
own personal use.

The affidavit said the cou-
ple diverted funds collected
through their trusts — Sa-
brang Trust and Citizens for
Justice and Peace.

SC Bench says hearing Teesta case was a ‘mistake’
Krishnadas Rajagopal

Teesta Setalvad has been
accused of embezzlement
of funds for a memorial
in Gulberg Society.

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Home Affairs will wait for a
proposal from either Maha-
rashtra or Goa, both BJP-
ruled States, to declare right-
wing outfit Sanatan Sanstha a
terrorist organisation and
not take any suo motu action,
a senior Ministry official told
The Hindu.

The Maharashtra police
have claimed that one of the
members of Sanstha — Samir
Gaikwad — arrested by it, was
allegedly involved in ratio-
nalist Govind Pansare’s mur-
der. Investigators also
suspect that the killings of so-
cial activist Narendra Dab-
holkar and scholar M.M.
Kalburgi could be linked to
this organisation.

“Either of the State gov-
ernment — Maharashtra or
Goa — has to write to us that
they want the Sanatan Sans-

tha to be declared a terrorist
organisation. We have no ju-
risdiction on the subject,” the
official said.

The decision assumes sig-
nificance as in 2009, when
the activities of the Sanstha
came under the radar for the
first time, it was the MHA
which had written to the gov-
ernments of Maharashtra,
Goa and Karnataka, seeking
reports that could aid it in
declaring it a terrorist orga-
nisation under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Act (UAPA).

The three State govern-
ments did send a response to

the Centre, but the Sanstha
could not be banned based on
their submissions. 

Another accused associat-
ed with the Sanstha, identi-
fied as Ravindra Patil, who is
wanted by the National In-
vestigation Agency in the
2009 Margao church blast
case when two members of
the Sanstha were blown up
when the IEDs they were car-
rying accidentally detonated.

The MHA had in 2009 sent
proposals to the govern-
ments of Goa, Maharashtra
and Karnataka to not only
ban the Sanstha but also two
other organisations – the
Hindu Janjagruti Samiti, a
sister organisation of Sans-
tha, and the Abhinav Bharat,
the radical Hindu outfit led
by Sadhvi Pragya and Lieu-
tenant Colonel Prasad Shri-
kant Purohit, who were
arrested for their role in Ma-
legaon blast of 2008.

Centre won’t ban Sanstha on its own 
Vijaita Singh

Ministry of Home
Affairs says request
has to come from
either Goa or
Maharashtra 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday sought the
government’s stand on shap-
ing the uniform civil code to
end the “confusion” in per-
sonal laws holding sway over
various communities.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ramjit Sen and Shiva Kirti
Singh asked Solicitor General
Ranjit Kumar to clarify the
government’s view. 

Mr. Kumar sought three
weeks’ time to get back to the
court.

The Bench orally observed
that the code should be
“worked” on and if the gov-
ernment has the will to im-
plement a uniform personal
law for all religions, it should
go ahead and do it.

The court was hearing a
petition highlighting how
Christians were compelled by
their personal law to wait for
two years before divorce un-
like other communities.

Apex court tells 
Centre to work
on civil code
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
has ordered that all light and
commercial vehicles passing
through Delhi be made to pay an
environment compensation
charge (ECC), declaring that
Delhi residents have suffered
enough from the sly efforts of
polluting commercial vehicles
to skip higher toll tax on alterna-
tive routes. 

A three-judge Bench led by
Chief Justice of India H.L. Dattu
reasoned that ECC along with
the toll tax would deter com-
mercial traffic travelling from
north India towards Jaipur and
onwards from opting for the
city’s roads, choking the resi-
dents. The court noted that toll
roads NH 71 and NH 71A, con-
necting Rewari and Panipat via
Jhajjar and Rohtak are alterna-
tive routes which obviate the
need to travel through Delhi.
But the truckers avoid them to
save tax.

“Thus, apart from the MCD
toll, it was necessary to impose
ECC to equalise the difference
in cost in travelling through al-
ternative routes,” the apex court
observed in the seven-page or-
der dated October 9 and upload-
ed on Monday on the Supreme
Court official website.

The court directed the Delhi
Government to immediately is-
sue a notification to levy the
charge, which would be oper-
ative for a period of four months
starting from November 1, 2015,
to February 29, 2016, on an ex-
perimental basis.

It said this order would over-
ride any order to the contrary by
any authority. The apex court
posted the case on February 3,
2016, to review implementation
of the mechanism.

The court fixed the tariffs in
two categories. Light duty vehi-
cles and two-axle trucks would
pay Rs. 700, while three-axle,
four-axle trucks and above
would pay Rs.1,300. Passenger
vehicles, ambulances and vehi-
cles carrying essential commod-
ities such as food stuffs and oil
tankers, would be exempted
from payment.

“The charge will be collected
by the toll operators without any
deduction and handed over to
the Delhi government every Fri-
day. The Delhi government shall
furnish accounts of the receipts
and the expenditure incurred to
Environment Pollution (Pre-
vention and Control)) Authority
[EPCA] and to this court each
quarter,” the court directed. 

Making the governments of
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan to
share responsibility with Delhi,
the court directed them to pro-
vide large-size billboards at
their exits pointing commercial
traffic to the diversions and take
steps to avoid traffic jams or oth-
er inconveniences.

The court also ordered the
Delhi government to install
CCTV cameras at nine of the to-
tal 127 entry points and organise
surprise visits to oversee the
ECC collections.

Trucks entering
Delhi to pay
green charge: SC
Krishnadas Rajajgopal
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umbai does belong to Maha-
rashtra, but it also belongs to
the nation — moreover, it is an
international city, said Sud-
heendra Kulkarni, chairman of
the Observer Research Founda-
tion, in Marathi sending a firm
message to the Shiv Sena, which
is said to be behind an attack on
him on Monday.

He was speaking at the
launch of a book, Neither a
Hawk nor a Dove: An Insider’s
Account of Pakistan’s Foreign
Policy, by Pakistan’s Former
Foreign Minister Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri.

An organiser of the event, Mr.
Kulkarni had been at the receiv-
ing end of threats and abuse by
Sena activists in the past two
days warning him against hold-
ing the programme. 

His introductory speech was
a careful mix of Marathi and En-
glish, made purposely to send a
clear message to the Sena,
which claims to champion the
cause of sons of soil.

Mr. Kasuri chose not to talk
about the Monday morning’s
incident. Instead he had words
of advice for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “I have not in-
teracted with Mr. Modi much,
but he was voted in on the de-
velopment agenda. Internal
harmony and peace on border
will ensure more foreign invest-
ment in India to fulfil that
promise. Development will
happen if the country has
genuine peace,” he said.

THE ATTACK BY SHIV SENA ACTIVISTS DID LITTLE TO DAMPEN THE SPIRIT OF ORGANISERS OF KASURI’S BOOK LAUNCH

Plural India comes together to condemn attack
Alok Deshpande

M

Sudheendra Kulkarni presenting a spinning wheel to the
former Pakistani Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri in Mumbai on Monday. — PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

MUMBAI OUTRAGE

NEW DELHI: Indian diplomats
reacted with disappointment
to the Shiv Sena’s threats and
ink-protest against the for-
mer Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Kasuri’s book
launch in Mumbai. 

While some responded
with references to the “idea of
India” being hurt, others wor-
ried that India’s image and
foreign policy could be over-
shadowed by such incidents.
“There have been a string of
events that are tarnishing In-
dia’s image,” says the former
Ambassador, Neelam Deo, co-
founder of the Mumbai-based
think tank Gateway House. 

Referring to the protests by
the Shiv Sena that forced Pa-
kistani singer Ghulam Ali to
cancel his concerts in Mum-
bai and Pune last week, Ms.
Deo told The Hindu that such
events were disappointing to
liberals outside India as well.
“Let’s remember that there
are many in Pakistan and
neighbouring countries who
have seen India as a demo-
cratic tolerant country to as-
pire to. That kind of moral
image is being risked today.”

On Twitter, the former
Foreign Secretary, Nirupama
Rao, based in Bengaluru, de-
fended herself after she
tweeted: “Where is my India?
Anguished and ashamed. I am

sure Gandhiji is weeping.
Tears in Heaven.” When she
was questioned by others on
the social media network for
taking a pacifist stand, Ms.
Rao, who has been a veteran
of several rounds of tough ne-
gotiations with Pakistan in
the past, wrote: “Let us be a
grown-up nation. Let us put
away intolerance. Cry, the be-
loved country.”

“Regrettable, unfortunate
and condemnable,” is how
former special envoy Satinder
Lambah described the attack.

Asked why leading diplo-
matic thinkers had been reac-
ting publicly to the events of
the last few weeks, which was
out of step with the past, the
former Ambassador, K.C.
Singh, told The Hindu that it
was a question of the gap be-
tween India’s image and the
reality. 

“I think it is of concern to
all-well thinking people in the
country, not just diplomats,
that this sort of incident ill
goes with the image PM Modi
is promoting abroad, and
even could overshadow it,” he
said. 

“Considering the PM was
elected on the vision of a pro-
gressive inclusive aspiration-
al 21st-century India, the
question we are asking is why
he doesn’t challenge the rhet-
oric and actions of his allies
and Sangh Parivar fringes?”

India’s image and foreign
policy at stake: diplomats
National Bureau 

MUMBAI: Former Pakistani
Foreign Minister Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri said here on
Monday that he was saddened
by the blackening of Sudheendra
Kulkarni, chairman of the
Observer Research Foundation.
“I have come to Mumbai
because this is an inclusive city
where my father completed his
law degree, and I want to pay
my tribute to the city. I
recognise the right of Shiv Sena
to protest as long as it is done in
a peaceful manner,” he said.

Dileep Padgaonkar, senior
journalist and former Kashmir
interlocutor, condemned the
incident as a sign of growing
intolerance.

Political commentator Kumar
Ketkar saw the attack as a sign
of frustration of the Shiv Sena.
“It is a well-perfected Shiv
Sena-style protest to create
ruckus, get into headlines, tell
its followers that it exists with
all its militancy, and then quietly
place the tail between the legs,”
Mr. Ketkar said.

Journalist-commentator
Nikhil Wagle congratulated Mr.
Kulkarni for not succumbing to
Sena ‘hooliganism.’ 

‘I wanted to
pay tribute
to Mumbai’
Satish
Nandgaonkar

NEW DELHI: As the blood bag
runs out, a doctor is seen
haggling on the phone for
more units of A blood
group. He concludes the call
by saying: 19-20 ka farak
hai. A nahin toh AB de do.
There is hardly any
difference. If you don’t have
A blood type, give AB type.

This advertisement by
Carwale.com, a platform
with a consolidated used car
inventory for prospective
buyers, is now at the heart
of a tussle between the
company and the Health
Ministry. 

The statement of using A
or AB blood type
interchangeably, according
to the Ministry, is adding to
the myth surrounding blood
donations.

As per the Indian laws,
human blood is treated as a
‘drug’ under the Drugs &
Cosmetics (D&C) Act.
During the HIV/AIDS
crisis, the Indian
government made it
mandatory for any donated

blood to be tested for HIV
1&2 antibodies, giving the
Blood Safety Programme to
the National AIDS Control
Organization (NACO).

The NACO has written to
the Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI), a
self-regulatory body, to
have that advertisement
pulled off air as it does not

are too many inaccuracies
surrounding the donation
and use of blood
components in India.
Misinformed
advertisements are the last
thing we need at this
point.”

ASCI secretary-general
Shweta Purandare said a
decision on the complaint
had not been taken yet. “We
usually do not speak about
individual complaints. In
this case, we haven’t
conveyed our final decision
to the Ministry.”

Earlier this year, the
ASCI’s Consumer
Complaint Council upheld
nearly 60 appeals to remove
health and personal care
products advertisements on
the grounds of being “either
misleading or false or not
adequately/scientifically
substantiated and hence
violating the ASCI’s Code.” 

In July 2011,
advertisements for
deodorants — by Axe, Set
Wet Style & Zatak — were
pulled off air for being
derogatory to women. 

meet the ASCI’s standards
of honest representations,
said an official in the
Ministry. 

The official said: “The
ASCI has upheld the
judgment but the
advertisement is yet to be
pulled off air. We are
following it up with
relevant authorities. There

Vidya Krishnan

Misleading ad on blood still on air

NEW DELHI: The Union Tex-
tiles Ministry has unearthed
a major racket in large-scale
import of cheap jute bags
from Nepal and Bangladesh
by Indian manufacturers,
many of whom were supply-
ing these to government
agencies after putting their
own seals. 

The Jute Packaging Mate-
rials (Compulsory Use in
Packing Commodities) Act,
1987, mandates that jute
bags supplied to government
agencies for packaging food-
grains and sugar under the
Public Distribution System

(PDS) must be manufac-
tured by the supplier, using
only domestically produced
raw jute.

But with many Indian
manufacturers surrepti-
tiously supplying cheap im-
ported jute bags, their prices
have plummeted in the do-
mestic market, adversely af-
fecting lakhs of farmers and
jute mill workers across the
country. The current gov-
ernment procurement price
is Rs.43 a bag, while the im-
ported ones cost Rs.30-35 in
the open market.

“An estimated two lakh
bales (each containing 500
bags) are imported every

year,” said a senior govern-
ment official.

On Monday, The Hindu
had reported a scam involv-
ing alleged pilferage, illegal
sale and recycling of new
bags supplied to State gov-
ernment agencies, which is
currently being probed by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation.

RTI activist Gouri Shan-
kar Jain said suppliers also
produced fake raw jute pro-
curement bills to conceal the

sale of imported bags to the
government. “Several manu-
facturers under-report the
number of imported bags,
pushing the unreported lot
into the PDS system.
Through over-invoicing,
they inflate outgoing remit-
tances and round-trip the
rest of the amount through
the hawala channel. It is
nothing but black money,”
he said.

Many manufacturers, par-
ticularly those based in Bi-

the government and get easy
loans, have not been clearing
their dues running into hun-
dreds of crores. Last year,
workers at a Kanpur mill got
a police case registered
against the owners, alleging
that while the latter had shut
the mill, they were still sup-
plying jute to government
agencies. In another in-
stance, the RTI activist said,
jute traders in West Bengal
filed a complaint with Union
Textiles Minister Santosh
Kumar Gangwar, accusing
an owner of shutting down
his mill and disposing of the
machinery without clearing
dues of over Rs.100 crore. 

to facilitate import of the
bags from Nepal,” said an-
other official.

After the fraud was detect-
ed, the Jute Commissioner’s
Office cancelled over 300
such registrations last
month and set new terms
and conditions for new reg-
istrations. Now, applicants
are required to file monthly
returns on imports and sales.
The subsequent buyers also
have to furnish the neces-
sary details.

Raw jute traders and mill
workers in different parts of
the country have been alleg-
ing that several manufactur-
ers, who draw subsidies from

har, have also set up mills in
Nepal, it is suspected. Mills
in Nepal procure raw jute
from India, manufacture
bags and sell them to clients
in India.

Over the past few years,
Ministry sources said the
jute mafia has used individu-
als to import bags from Ne-
pal without detection. “They
recruited individual players
for as low as Rs.5,000 a
month. First they obtained
an importer-exporter code
for the agents from the Di-
rectorate General of Foreign
Trade offices. Then they got
them registered with the
Jute Commissioner’s Office

Devesh K. Pandey

Textiles Ministry alleges large-scale import of cheap jute bags
Cheap imported bags are sold as Indian to
govt. agencies for a higher procurement price

NEW DELHI: If a life were to be viewed
episodically, then what happened on
Monday with Sudheendhra Kulkar-
ni, erstwhile speech writer to former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
can be considered a cliff-hanger of a
season finale.

From a card-carrying Marxist in
his days at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bombay, to the
man who finessed senior BJP leader
L.K. Advani’s messaging from atop
the Ram Rath during the Ayodhya
movement in the early 1990s, to fi-
nally being the India-Pakistan pea-
cenik smeared with black paint by an
intolerant Shiv Sena, Mr. Kulkarni
remains a man difficult to define.

The Hindu spoke to a few of Mr.

Kulkarni’s colleagues in the Vaj-
payee PMO and all of them said his
veering from Marxism to the Hin-
dutva cause was something they nev-
er got a fix on. Mr. Kulkarni himself
describes it thus: “I realised very late
in my life that Marxist ideology is not
suitable in India. In fact, I would say
it is unsuitable for any corner in the
world.” While his rise from a colum-
nist for Blitz in Mumbai to a close
aide of former Prime Minister Vaj-
payee is well known, what is not
known is his chequered relationship
with the BJP after the party lost the
polls in 2004. “At some point during
that election, Kulkarni was con-
vinced that only a Right of Centre
politics and an accommodation with
the country’s minorities could result
in a full majority BJP government at

the Centre,” said a former aide of Mr.
Vajpayee.

To reinvent the person of former
Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani,
from a hawkish Hindutvavadi to a
leader with expansive appeal like Mr.
Vajpayee, a trip to Pakistan in 2005
was undertaken, where Mr. Advani
proceeded to anoint the country’s
founder Mohammad Ali Jinnah as a
secular thinker.

“Advaniji paid a heavy price for the
Jinnah episode,” said a senior BJP
leader. Nevertheless, Mr. Kulkarni
continued to enjoy Mr. Advani’s con-
fidence and, in 2008, engineered the
“cash for votes scam” where it was
sought to be proven that members of
Parliament were being offered cash
to vote to save the UPA government
during the trust vote in July.

The storied life of Sudheendra Kulkarni
Nistulla Hebbar

NEW DELHI: The former Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, on Monday condemned
the attack on his erstwhile aide Sudheen-
dra Kulkarni, allegedly by Shiv Sena activ-
ists in Mumbai over organising a book
release function for the former Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri.

“I strongly condemn whosoever has
done this,” said Mr. Advani. 

“Of late, we have seen an increase in
cases of intolerance. This is against
democracy.”

Significantly, Mr. Advani had, on the
40th anniversary of the Emergency in

June, said conditions that could give rise to
another Emergency continued to prevail in
India today.

Indian Taliban

The Aam Aadmi Party termed the Shiv
Sena “the Indian Taliban.”

“After Ghulam Ali, it is Sudheendra Kul-
karni,” said party leader Dr. Kumar Vish-
was, a poet himself. “Interestingly, he
belongs to the BJP and is known to be a
close aide of L.K. Advani. If the BJP cannot
even protect its own people, there is little
hope that they can safeguard the lives of
[ordinary] citizens.”

The party demanded that FIRs be regis-
tered against the offending leaders.

This is against democracy: Advani
National Bureau

BERHAMPUR (WEST BENGAL): A woman pas-
senger was pushed off a running train
allegedly by a GRP constable following
an altercation with her husband, police
said on Monday. The woman, Nesa Giri,
was travelling with her husband, Ra-
mesh Giri, in the Teesta-Torsa Express
to NJP station in Darjeeling from
Azimganj station in Murshidabad. - PTI

Woman pushed off train 

CHENNAI: Monday’s ink-throwing
on Sudheendra Kulkarni, who or-
ganised the launch of a book au-
thored by former Pakistan
Minister Khurshid Mahmud Ka-
suri, is an act of competitive intol-
erance, Communist Party of India
(Marxist) Polit Bureau member
Brinda Karat has said.

She questioned the Maharash-
tra government’s silence. A book
launch function was a perfectly
democratic platform. “If the Shiv
Sena can dare to try and prevent it
by actual physical attack, it is pre-
cisely because the Fadnavis gov-
ernment is giving respect to those
who are intolerant…” 

Competitive
intolerance: Brinda

Special Correspondent

RAMALLAH: President Pranab
Mukherjee on Monday held
talks with his Palestinian
counterpart Mahmoud Abbas
in Ramallah where he reiter-
ated India’s economic and po-
litical support for the
Palestinians, and announced
projects for capacity building
in Gaza and West Bank.

The President has handed
over a cheque of $5 million to
the Palestinian government as
a budgetary support, Anil
Wadhwa, Secretary East at the
External Affairs Ministry, told
the accompanying media dele-
gation after high-level talks.

Both countries have also
announced five projects worth
$17.79 million aimed at capac-
ity building in the Palestinian
territories. The projects in-
clude a $12-million techno
park, a $4.5 million Palestine
Institute for Diplomacy and a
$1 million India-Palestine
Centre for Excellence in Gaza.

Mr. Mukherjee has arrived
in Ramallah at a time when
clashes between Palestinians
and Israeli security forces are
on the rise. On Monday, two

Palestinians were shot dead
after they carried out stabbing
attacks against Israeli police
in Jerusalem. On Saturday, an
Israeli airstrike in the Gaza
strip, which is under the con-
trol of the Islamist Hamas,
had killed a pregnant Palesti-
nian woman and her three-
year old daughter.

Reflecting the complicated
security situation, the Presi-
dent and his entourage drove
from the Ben-Gurion airport
in Tel Aviv to the Bitunia
checkpoint which divides Is-
rael from Palestine. The Presi-
dent and members of the
delegation had to change from
Israeli vehicles to those ar-
ranged by Palestine.

In Ramallah, Mr. Mukher-
jee visited the Yasser Arafat
mausoleum, and paid floral
tribute to the late Palestinian
leader. 

During the talks, Mr. Muk-
herjee reiterated India’s posi-
tion that it supports a peaceful
solution to the Israeli-Palesti-
nian crisis based on negotia-

tions and UN Security Council
resolutions. Mr. Wadhwa said
India would continue to sup-
port resolution on the forma-
tion of a Palestinian state
based on the 1967 border at
the UN.

Later in the day, at a state
banquet, Mr. Mukherjee invit-
ed Mr. Abbas to India. “I
would like to invite Your Ex-
cellency to visit India at a mu-
tually convenient time. It
would be an honour to receive
him in Delhi,” he said.

He said India’s empathy
with the Palestinian cause and
its support for the Palestinian
people has become an “inte-
gral part” of the country’s for-
eign policy.

India firmly behind Palestine: Pranab
Stanly Johny

Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas
welcomes President
Pranab Mukherjee to the
West Bank city of
Ramallah on Monday.
PHOTO: AP

RAMALLAH: 38 Indians mis-
sing in Iraq for several
months are alive, according
to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, who,
however, provided no evi-
dence to back up the claim.

Mr. Abbas told President
Pranab Mukherjee that the

missing Indians are safe,
according to an Indian
spokesman who said that
no supporting evidence was
provided. There has been
speculation that the Indi-
ans are being held in captiv-
ity by IS in the Mosul
region of Iraq. — PTI

‘38 Indians missing in Iraq are alive’

NEW DELHI: The alliance between
the BJP and the Shiv Sena when
Bal Thackeray was alive was ve-
ry different from what it is now.
The BJP was very much a junior
partner and Mahajan and
Munde were its main
facilitators.

When it came to making a
choice among BJP leaders for
the NDA’s prime ministerial
candidate, Sena’s Balasaheb
Thackeray preferred Sushma
Swaraj to Narendra Modi, who

he felt was a difficult customer.
That was not forgotten by Mr.

Modi. To add insult to injury, the
BJP did well enough to form a
government on its own, its later
accommodation of the Shiv Sena
more of a practical acceptance
than an alliance of equals.

Since then, whether it is the
meat ban issue, or editorials in
the Sena mouthpiece Saamna
extolling the former Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh’s
achievements in contrast to Mr.
Modi, the allies have been frene-
mies at best.

Thackeray backed Sushma 
Nistula Hebbar
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ndia’s attempt to keep China engaged
in a military-cooperation cycle while it
bolsters defence ties with the United
States and Japan is becoming striking-
ly illustrated this week with the joint
counter-terror drills in Kunming, as
well as the Malabar-2015 naval exer-
cises in the Bay of Bengal.

The joint Hand-in-Hand counter-
terrorism exercises between India and
China started on Monday, following
the arrival of 175 personnel from the
Naga Regiment of the Eastern Com-
mand in Kunming. An equal number of
Chinese personnel from the Chengdu-
based 14 Corps are participating in the
manoeuvres whose aim is “to develop
joint operating capability, share useful
experience in counter-terrorism oper-
ations and to promote friendly ex-
changes between the armies of India
and China.” 

This year’s annual exercise kicked
off with addresses at Kunming’s Da-
banqiao Training Base by Lieutenant-
General Surinder Singh, Head of Ob-
servers Delegation, and Ashok K.
Kantha, India’s Ambassador to China,
and Lieutenant-General Zhou Xiaoz-
hou from China. While these exercises
will continue till October 22, the much
larger Malabar-2015 naval drills, with
the U.S. and Japan will commence lat-
er this week in the Bay of Bengal. 

Beijing’s concerns

In view of the growing tensions with
Japan, the Chinese are focusing on the
format of this exercise to gauge wheth-
er the joint India-U.S. exercises are
morphing into a trilateral framework
with Tokyo as a permanent participa-
nt. If that happens, it will re-open the
question whether Indian foreign pol-
icy is now shifting gears towards an
active support for the U.S.-led “Asia-
Pivot.” 

The Chinese perceive President Ba-
rack Obama’s “Asia Pivot” or “reba-
lance” doctrine as a thinly veiled
attempt aimed at China’s contain-
ment. Japan, South Korea and Austra-
lia are firm allies in this enterprise, but
New Delhi has so far carefully avoided
in bracketing itself with the coalition,

notwithstanding the adoption of a
higher amplitude in expressing its
concerns in the South China Sea. 

Monitoring Malabar 2015

Analysts say that China’s sharper fo-
cus on the Malabar 2015 can be attri-
buted to the first meeting of the
Foreign Ministers of India, U.S., and
Japan in New York last month where
the exercise was discussed, according
to a media note circulated by the U.S.
State Department. The statement also
noted the “growing convergence” of
the three countries in the Indo-Pacific
region, referring to the sea-space on
either side of the strategic Strait of
Malacca, which is the lifeline of East-
West trade. 

‘Asian century’

Regarding the Kunming exercise, a
write-up in the Global Times, a state-
run tabloid, pointed out at that China

and India “have agreed to enhance
their military cooperation, and to
boost people-to-people exchanges.” It
noted that New Delhi has also pro-
posed joint forays in counter-terror-
ism, along with combating smuggling
by sea and anti-piracy operations. The
article signalled India and China’s
shared interest in what has been de-
scribed as an emerging new world or-
der centred around the
Brazil-Russia-India-China-South
Africa (BRICS) grouping. 

“A grander mission is that as repre-
sentatives of emerging economies and
members of the BRICS countries, both
Beijing and New Delhi should boost
their cooperation while improving
themselves, in order to jointly create
an Asian century, make breakthroughs
in the current financial order, and
forge a new global economic order that
is more in line with emerging markets’
interests,” the daily observed. 

NEW DELHI DOES A BALANCING ACT WITH EXERCISES IN KUNMING AND BAY OF BENGAL

India, China begin counter-terrorism drills 
Atul Aneja

I

Head of the Indian Observer Delegation, Lt. Gen. Surinder Singh, his
Chinese counterpart Lt. Gen. Zhou Xiaozhou and Indian Ambassador
Ashok K. Kantha at the commencement of India-China joint exercise
at the Kunming Military Academy in Yunnan, China. — PHOTO: PTI

GEOPOLITICAL GAMES

NEW DELHI: While the Indian Army was
conducting joint counter-terror drills with
the Chinese in Kunming, the navies of U.S.
and India and the Japanese Maritime Self
Defence Force began interactions in the
run up to Exercise Malabar 2015 in the
Bay of Bengal. Ten ships — four of U.S.,
five from India and one from Japan — are
participating in the exercise that is being
closely watched by China.

 Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying reacted
sharply when asked about the
exercise on Monday: “You mentioned
India is having naval exercises with U.S.
and Japan and you ask whether China is
concerned. I think you are thinking too
much…Everyday a lot of activities take
place around the world. We cannot
connect every activity with China.” 

“We are not that fragile and we are
having sound relationship with both India
and the U.S. We hope that relevant
activities will contribute to the regional
stability they will contribute more
positive energy for that,” she added.

The motley army exercise between
India and China pales in front of the scale
and size of the naval drills involving the
three countries, where the U.S. is fielding
a massive aircraft carrier with 90
fighters, a nuclear submarine, and two
other warships and a P-8A Poseidon
maritime surveillance aircraft. The Indian
side is fielding a Rajput class destroyer,
two other ships, a conventional
submarine and a P-8I maritime
surveillance aircraft. Japanese Maritime
Self Defence Force is deploying an
Akizuki-class guided missile destroyer.

 The exercise will begin on October
16 in full swing after the ships are in the
high seas, and will go on for four days. 

In 2007, when the Malabar exercise
featured countries other than just India
and U.S., China raised objections.

Not worried
about Malabar
drills: Beijing
National Bureau

KATHMANDU: Veteran Com-
munist leader K.P. Sharma
Oli was on Monday sworn
in as Nepal’s 38th Prime
Minister, a day after he was
elected in Parliament with
support from smaller par-
ties, even as the country is
grappling with political un-
rest over the new
Constitution.

Mr. Oli, 63, was adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy by President Ram
Baran Yadav at his official
residence here. 

He also has formed a
small Cabinet incorporat-
ing two Deputy Prime Min-
isters and five ministers as
he chaired his first Cabinet
meeting here.

Bijay Kumar Gachhadar

and Kamal Thapa were
sworn in as Deputy Prime
Ministers. The two are said
to have been rewarded for
their support to Mr. Oli in
Parliament.

Mr. Gachhadar, the pres-
ident of Madhesi Peoples
Rights Forum Democratic,
a key Madhesi party, has
been allocated with the
portfolio of Physical Plan-
ning and Transport while
Mr. Thapa, president of
Rastriya Prajatantra Party-
Nepal received the portfo-
lio of Foreign Affairs.

The five other ministers
included in Oli’s cabinet are
Agni Kharel, Satya Narayan
Mandal, Som Pandey, Hari-
bol Gajurel and Ram Ku-
mar Subba.

Nepal Prime Minister
forms Cabinet

K.P. Sharma Oli (right) being sworn in as Nepal
Prime Minister by President Ram Baran Yadav
as outgoing Prime Minister Sushil Koirala
(second from left) looks on in Kathmandu on
Monday. — PHOTO: AFP

NEW YORK: Professor Angus
Deaton, a British economist,
was awarded the Nobel Me-
morial Prize in Economic
Science on Monday for im-
proving the accuracy of basic
economic gauges, including
measures of income, poverty
and consumption.

Prof. Deaton, 69, of Prin-
ceton, is best known for his
insight that economic aver-
ages such as measures of na-
tional income could be
misleading, because they
concealed important varia-
tions among individuals.

Prof. Deaton was born in
Scotland, and is a British and
U.S. citizen. Speaking by
phone at the news confer-
ence held to announce the
prize on Monday, he said the
message of his work was
mostly optimistic. 

“My general message is,
my measurements tend to
show that things are getting
better, but there is a lot of
work still to be done,” he
said. Prof. Deaton said he was
“pretty sleepy” when he got
the call telling him that he
had won. “I was surprised
and delighted,” he said. “It
was wonderful to hear the
voices of my friends on the
committee.”

Prof. Deaton’s name has
long appeared on lists of like-
ly candidates for the eco-
nomics prize. He was an
early contributor to one of
the defining trends in mod-
ern economics: the emphasis
on building models of broad
economic trends from the
ground up, using data about
individual behaviour rather
than relying on averages. He
then used this carefully con-
structed data to address large
questions about wealth,
health and well-being.

“He is the one who has
brought very careful statisti-
cal analysis of household
choices into development ec-
onomics,” said Dani Rodrik,
a professor of international
political economy at Har-
vard. 

But Prof. Rodrik empha-
sised that the Nobel lau-
reate’s work avoided
sweeping conclusions. —

New York Times News

Service 

British economist Angus Deaton wins
Nobel for studies on income, poverty
Binyamin Appelbaum 

NEW DELHI: “My current re-
search focuses on the de-
terminants of health in rich
and poor countries, as well
as on the measurement of
poverty in India and
around the world,” declares
the profile page of Prof. An-
gus Deaton, the winner of
the 2015 Nobel Prize for
Economics, who is the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Pro-
fessor of Economics and
International Affairs at the
Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International
Affairs and the Economics
Department at Princeton
University. 

Prof. Deaton is best
known for his work on
health, well being, and eco-
nomic development. Mea-
suring poverty is often
based on snapshot surveys
of income levels, but Prof.
Deaton is lauded for adopt-
ing groups or cohorts of the
population and examining
the improvements, or not,
in their well- being. 

Much of his research
concerns the trickledown
theory and seeks to answer
the question: why there has
been so much growth in the
world, and so little poverty
reduction. For instance, he
has written “the economic
reforms of the early 1990s
in India were followed by
rates of economic growth
that were high by historical
standards. The effects on
poverty remain controver-
sial.” 

The answer to this puz-
zle, he says, lies in deep
contradictions between the
data sources used to mea-
sure growth and those used
to measure poverty. “The
history of poverty lines in
India is a case study in the
interaction of science and
politics, with political dis-
cussions often claiming a
scientific basis, sometimes
with justification, more of-
ten without,” he says in Da-
ta and Dogma: The Great
Indian Poverty Debate that
he co-authored with Vale-

rie Kozel, who worked at
the World Bank.

In an article he wrote for
The Hindu last year, Prof.
Deaton rejected most of the
recommendations of the
panel on poverty headed by
former Reserve Bank Gov-
ernor C. Rangarajan except
for the one seeking that en-
titlement programmes in
India be delinked from the
poverty line and urged giv-
ing up of the BPL-targeting. 

Valuable work

“Delighted to hear Prof.
Deaton’s been awarded the
Nobel … his work brought
out rigour and organised
thinking to the questions of
consumption in India and
remains valuable to our un-
derstanding of poverty,”
National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy Direc-
tor and member of the task
force Prime Minister Modi
has set up on poverty, Rath-
in Roy, told The Hindu. 

To design economic pol-
icy that promotes welfare
and reduces poverty, we
must first understand indi-
vidual consumption choic-
es, said the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences said
on Monday. “More than
anyone else, Angus Deaton
has enhanced this under-
standing. By linking de-
tailed individual choices

and aggregate outcomes,
his research has helped
transform the fields of mi-
croeconomics, macroeco-
nomics, and development
economics.” 

His recent work also cov-
ers assessment of the levels
of happiness. Along with
Daniel Kahneman, a psy-
chologist who won the No-
bel memorial prize in
economics, he concluded
that income is better at
buying some forms of hap-
piness than others. Prof.
Deaton’s Nobel is recogni-
tion of the latest revolution
in economics that lays em-
phasis on empirical studies,
especially of data on
individuals.

‘Far-reaching

implications’
Development economist

Jean Dreze called Prof.
Deaton “not only a brilliant
economist but also a for-
midable scholar and a great
writer.” 

“He has shown how in-
telligent use of survey data
can illuminate momentous
issues of human welfare
and contribute to public
reasoning,” Prof. Dreze
said, adding: “Deaton’s
work has important impli-
cations not only for the
substance of economic pol-
icy in India, but also for the
process of policy-making.
On the substance, his work
calls for significant reth-
inking of policy priorities,
with much greater atten-
tion to the social sector in
particular. On the process,
Angus Deaton is very com-
mitted to the idea that pub-
lic policy should be an
outcome of democratic
practice, as opposed, say, to
professional expertise or
randomised controlled
trials. That, again, has sig-
nificant implications since
the Indian government is
constantly trying to insu-
late economic policy from
public debate.” 

(Additional reporting by 
Special Correspondent)

Puja Mehra

His research focussed on India

Professor Angus
Deaton is best known
for his work on health,
well being, and
economic development.
— PHOTO: THE NEW YORK TIMES

COLOMBO: Former Chief Min-
ister of Sri Lanka’s Eastern
Province, Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan, popularly
known as Pillayan, has been
arrested in connection with
the assassination of TNA
Member of Parliament Jo-
seph Pararajasingham in
December 2005.

Mr. Pararajasingham was
shot dead when he was at-

tending a Christmas mass in
Batticaloa.

Police department spo-
kesperson Ruwan Gunasek-
ara told The Hindu: “Around
5 p.m. on Sunday, he came to
the CID office in Colombo
along with his lawyer and
surrendered himself before
the authorities. He was sub-
sequently arrested.” 

Two others were also tak-
en into custody, Mr. Guna-
sekara added.

Pillayan arrested in murder case 
T. Ramakrishnan
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SENSEX GOLD RUPEE BRENT OIL

12-10-15 26904 175
POINTS

12-10-15 26,870 170 
Rs/10gm

12-10-15 64.75 0.01
Rs/$

12-10-15 51.08 1.55
$/bbl09-10-15 27079 10-10-15 26,700 09-10-15 64.74 09-10-15 52.63

WE ARE WILLING TO INCORPORATE
SUGGESTIONS IN THE LISTING NORMS
FOR STARTUPS
U. K. SINHA, CHAIRMAN, SEBI

NEW DELHI: An auction of debt
securities on Monday attracted
bids of staggering Rs.17,266
crore from foreign investors —
three times higher than
securities put on offer. The
auction was held at BSE’s
ebidXchange platform for
allocation of Foreign Portfolio
Investors investment limits in
government debt securities
worth Rs.5,600 crore saw bids
for Rs 17,266 crore, as per the
bourse. — PTI 

GOVERNMENT BONDS

FPIs put in bids 
worth Rs.17,266 cr

BULLION RATES

October 12 rates in rupees with
previous rates in brackets

Chennai
Bar Silver (1 kg) 37,420 (37,325)
Retail (1 g) 40.00 (39.90)
24 ct gold (10 g) 27,020 (26,750)
22 ct gold (1 g) 2,526 (2,501)
Delhi
Silver 37,000 (36,725)
Standard gold 26,870 (26,700)
Sovereign 22,400 (22,400)

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m on October 12

Currencies TT TT 
Buying Selling 

U.S. Dollar 64.55 64.87
Euro 73.41 73.79
Pound Sterling 99.13 99.65
Jap Yen (100 Units) 53.73 54.01
Chinese Yuan 10.19 10.27
Swiss Franc 67.15 67.50
Singapore Dollar 46.18 46.42
Australian Dollar 47.54 47.79
Canadian Dollar 49.90 50.16
Swedish Kroner 7.89 7.94
Danish Kroner 9.84 9.89
New Zealand Dollar 43.38 43.60
Hongkong Dollar 8.33 8.37
Malaysian Ringitt 15.52 15.73
Kuwaiti Dinar 213.44 215.21
UAE Dirham 17.57 17.66
Bahraini Dinar 169.86 173.11
Qatari Riyal 17.77 17.79
Saudi Riyal 17.24 17.29
Omani Riyal 167.19 168.90

Source: Indian Bank

eating expectations of the mar-
ket, India’s second largest IT ex-
porter Infosys reported robust
numbers for the second quarter
ended September 30, 2015.

Fuelled by strong client
spending and large deal wins,
the company clocked a net profit
of Rs.3,398 crore, registering a
growth of 9.8 per cent when
compared with the same period
a year-ago.

The total revenue for the July-
September period stood at Rs.15,
635 crore, registering a growth
of 17.2 per cent against same pe-
riod last year. On a quarterly ba-
sis, the net profit of Infosys grew
12.1 per cent and revenue grew
8.9 per cent respectively. 

In dollar terms, the revenue
stood at $2,392 million for the
September quarter, reporting a
y-o-y growth of 8.7 per cent and
a sequential growth of 6 per cent.
Net profit in dollar terms stood
at $519 million, sequentially up
9.1 per cent and annually up by
1.6 per cent.

Commenting on the compa-
ny’s performance Vishal Sikka,
CEO and MD, said: “The second
quarter revenue performance
was the best in the last 16 quar-
ters. We are very happy about
that. All aspects among seg-
ments and services did well for
us.”

Despite witnessing a strong
Q2, Infosys has lowered its reve-

nue guidance for the full year to
6.4-8.4 per cent from 7.2-9.2 per
cent in dollar terms. However, in
constant currency terms, it has
maintained the guidance at 10-
12 per cent. 

The board of directors de-
clared an interim dividend of
Rs.10 per share

During the quarter, Infosys
signed five large deals with a
TCV (total contract value) of
$983 million and added 82 new
clients taking the total number
of active clients to about 1,000.
It also added 8,453 people taking
its total headcount to 1.88 lakh

as of September 30, 2015. The
attrition rate for the said period
was 14.1 per cent against 21.1 per
cent same period last year. “We
are comfortable with the current
attrition rate and various mea-
sures taken by us in controlling
the people leaving the company
is gaining results,” said U.B. Pra-
vin Rao, COO, Infosys.

On a geographical basis, North
America grew by 6.1 per cent se-
quentially, Europe grew by 8.3
sequentially, while India and
rest of the world grew sequen-
tially by 9.4 per cent and 0.8 per
cent respectively.

DESPITE WITNESSING A STRONG Q2, IT HAS LOWERED ITS
REVENUE GUIDANCE FOR THE FULL YEAR IN DOLLAR TERMS 

Infosys beats market expectations
Pradeesh Chandran

B

All aspects among segments and services did well for us,
says Infosys CEO and MD Vishal Sikka (right). Newly
appointed Chief Financial Officer, M. D. Ranganath is
also seen. - PHOTO: G.R.N. SOMASHEKAR

BENGALURU: Infosys on Monday
said it was planning to hire
around 20,000 from various
campuses in the country. The
company’s fresh campus hire
plan for the year is in line with
what it had done last year.

Detailing the campus
recruitment plans, U. B. Pravin
Rao, COO, Infosys said: “This
number would be similar number
what we have done last year.”

Further the company said, it
would increase the number of
interns it hires every year and
also has increased the stipend
for interns from Rs.4,000 to
Rs.10,000.

“We want to hire more people
as interns and want them to
continue to be part of us. We
believe that the increase in
stipend will also help them to
have a long term career with
us,” added Mr. Rao.

For the fresh campus hires,
the company provides a training
of 5-6 months and gives an
annual salary package of Rs.3.25
lakh.

Infosys to
hire 20,000
freshers 

Special Correspondent

BENGALURU: In a surprise
development, Infosys’ Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) Rajiv
Bansal resigned from the services
of the company. The board has
appointed Ranganath D.
Mavinakere, as the new CFO and

Key Managerial Personnel
effective October 12.

Mr. Mavinakere is presently the
EVP and head of strategic
operations and CEO’s office. He
has been associated with the
company for over 15 years and is
responsible for strategic planning,
risk management, mergers &

acquisitions and corporate
marketing. He was also the Chief
Risk Officer about five years.

“Typically, Infosys kind of
companies, you don’t retire as
CFOs. I have been here for 16
years. I am 43, I have spent three
years as CFO and 16 years in the
company. I thought I needed to do

something more exciting and
challenging,” said Rajiv Bansal,
who was appointed as CFO in
November 2012. 

When asked about his new
organisation, he said, “I have to
respect the other company’s
judgement to announce. I can’t
announce it on my own."

Board appoints new CFO after Rajiv Bansal resigns
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Growth in retail in-
flation accelerated to 4.4 per
cent in September following
three months of deceleration.
Consumer Price index infla-
tion was 3.7 per cent in Au-
gust. Industrial production,
as measured by the Index of
Industrial Production, grew a
robust 6.4 per cent in August
compared to 4.2 per cent in
July. This is the highest
growth in the IIP since Octo-
ber 2012.

“On the whole, these esti-
mates put forward certain
positive indications of growth
revival, however, the policy
makers need to continue with
the proactive stance to sup-
port these developments,”
said Rana Kapoor, President,
Assocham.

“The good performance of
manufacturing, capital goods
and consumer durables sec-
tor in particular seems to
have resulted in the favour-
able development,” Mr. Ka-
poor added.

The manufacturing sector
grew 6.9 per cent in August
compared to 4.6 per cent in
July. While this is at variance
with the private sector PMI
data, which showed lower
growth in August than in Ju-
ly, the growth of the electric-
ity sector, which is one
indicator of manufacturing
activity, suggests that manu-
facturing is picking up.

The electricity sector grew
by 5.6 per cent in August, the
third consecutive month of
accelerated growth. July saw
the sector grow at only 3.5 per
cent. The mining & quarrying
sector also saw its growth
pick up, to 3.8 per cent in Au-
gust from 0.9 per cent in July.

By usage, the capital goods
sector more than doubled its
rate of growth, registering
21.8 per cent in August com-
pared to 10.6 per cent in July.
The consumer durables sec-
tor grew at 17 per cent in Au-
gust, up from 10.3 per cent in
July.

The pick-up in manufac-
turing combined with the
consumer durables data sug-
gests that, as confirmation of
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley’s repeated assertions,
consumer demand is rising
again. Food inflation in the
CPI grew 4.3 per cent in Sep-
tember compared to 2.9 per
cent in August. At the same
time, the clothing & footwear
category saw growth of 6 per
cent in September compared
to 0.4 per cent in August.
These two sectors also serve
as limited indicators of con-
sumer demand.

TCA Sharad Raghavan

Industrial output up 6.4% in Aug. 
CPI inflation at 4.4% in September

MUMBAI: Lower revenue guid-
ance from Infosys and profit
booking led key benchmark
stock indices to close in the
negative territory though the
indices had opened at high
levels. The S&P BSE Sensex
closed with a loss of 175.40
points at 26904.11, down 0.65
per cent. Similarly, the CNX

Nifty of the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) closed at
8143.60, down 46.10 points.

“Initially, the bias was posi-
tive; however, announcement
of quarterly result by IT ma-
jor Infosys, capped the upside
in index. Though the compa-
ny posted better than expect-
ed numbers but factors like
lower revenue guidance in
dollar terms, CFO resigna-

tion and dip in volume
growth, dented the senti-
ments and triggered profit
taking,” Jayant Manglik,
President, Retail Distribu-
tion, Religare Securities said.

Rupee ends flat

The rupee on Monday
closed at 64.75 against the
dollar, down one paise against
Friday’s close of 64.74. 

Lalatendu Mishra

Sensex down 175 points

BENGALURU: Computer maker
Dell Inc. said on Monday it
had agreed to buy data stor-
age company EMC Corp in a
$67 billion record technology
deal that will unite two ma-
ture companies and create an
enterprise tech powerhouse.

The acquisition will help
privately held Dell diversify
away from a stagnant person-
al-computer market and give
it greater scale in the faster-
growing and more lucrative
market for managing and
storing data for enterprises.

“Dell wants to become the
old IBM Corp, a one-stop
shop for corporate clients.
That model fell apart a couple
of decades ago. Reviving it
would be a stunning coup for
Dell,” said Erik Gordon, clin-

ical assistant professor at the
University of Michigan’s Ross
School of Business.

The deal values EMC at
$33.15 a share. Dell will pay
$24.05 per share in cash and
will also give EMC sharehol-
ders a special stock that
tracks the share price in vir-
tual software provider
VMWare Inc. EMC shares

surged 3.9 per cent to $29.08
in pre-market trading. “The
combination of Dell and EMC
creates an enterprise solu-
tions powerhouse,” said Mi-
chael Dell, who will lead the
combined company as Chair-
man and Chief Executive.

VMware will remain an in-
dependent, publicly traded
company. — Reuters 

Dell to buy EMC in $67 b deal

NEW DELHI: Even as the Centre
on Monday floated a fresh
tender for import of 2,000
tonnes of tur dal to augment
supplies, the State-run Ken-
driya Bhandars and Safal out-
lets will start selling earlier
stocks of imported arhar from
October 15.

The fresh imports will be
delivered by next month to
ease the situation during the
festival season.

The price of tur dal has
multiplied several-fold on ac-
count of shortfall in produc-
tion taking the price of the

pulse to about Rs.150 per kg
in Delhi markets.

The government is still
working out its pricing for the
imported dal but Kendriya
Bhandar and Safal will lift
their supplies before milling
at Rs.69 per kg. However,
what will come to the market
will include cost of process-
ing, packaging as well as
transportation. Sources said
the price would be lower than
the retail market price.

Panel price review

These decisions were taken
at a meeting of an inter-min-
isterial committee, headed by

Consumer Affairs Secretary
C. Vishwanath. The panel re-
viewed the pulses price
situation.

To control pulses prices in
other states, imported dal has
been allocated to states as per
their request. Allocations to
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu have been made, the
statement said.

MMTC has contracted to
import 5,000 tonnes of tur
dal, out of which 3,250 tonnes
have landed at Chennai and
Mumbai ports. The public
sector firm has separately
contracted to import 5,000
tonnes of urad.

The panel agreed to ap-
point an independent agency
of experts for prior forecast of
availability for effective and
timely market intervention,
an official press note said.

Gargi Parsai

Imported tur dal will come into market
from October 15, fresh tender floated

Dr. K. Anji Reddy, the
founder of Dr. Reddy's
Laboratories Ltd. (DRL),
had a fascination for drug
discovery. However, his
desire to take a new
molecule from discovery to
commercialisation stage has
remained unfulfilled. He
mentions this in his
memoirs which have been
published as a book titled —
“An Unfinished Agenda: My
life in the pharmaceutical
industry”. Nevertheless,
DRL Chief Operating Officer
Abhijit Mukherjee says in
an interview that the
company is focused on
fulfilling this agenda and its
biotech research arm had
taken the initiative.
Excerpts:

• Are you confident of
finishing the unfinished
agenda of Dr. Anji Reddy? If
so, how?

Yes, the company is
certainly focused on
fulfilling the unfinished
agenda of Dr. Anji Reddy-
that is to take a new
molecule to the world
from discovery to
commercialization

stages. Full clinical
development of a molecule
is a long, high-risk and
expensive process, which
most Indian companies have
not been able to do, or have
not engaged in. Having said
that, Aurigene, our biotech
research arm, has taken the
initiative and has recently
started working on
development of novel drugs
(anti-infective drugs to start
with) and is looking for ways
to commercialize them on
its own. The company plans
to bring more of its
compounds to the market.

• Of late, you seem to be
focusing on the domestic
market. What are your
strategies in this
regard?

Our domestic
formulations business is
certainly one of our focus
areas and has grown
on a very consistent
manner over
the past

few quarters. The aim of our
India business is to make a
difference to the lives of
patients in the chosen
therapy areas, through
differentiated launches and
an enriched portfolio. We
believe that this will enable
us deliver industry leading
growth in the coming years.
Partnerships such as the one
with Amgen is a good
example of addressing
significant unmet needs of

patients. We have also
integrated UCB’s acquired
business and announced a
number of business
development deals which
help broaden our portfolio.
We continue to look at
companies that would be
strategic fit for our business
and where we will be able to
add value through our
commercial excellence
efforts.

• Do you feel that so far you
had missed the Indian growth
story. If so, how did this
happen?

While we had built large
brands through scientific
detailing in Indian market,
some of our launches were
not on time. One of the key
needs of the branded
generics market is to bring
the products on time to the
patients. However, we
brought in several initiatives
aimed at timely launches,
focused sales and marketing,

broad basing through
institution

channel,
focused
growth in
chronic
and super-
specialty

areas, enabling growth of the
business, we now feel quite
confident on the future
trajectory. Indian
pharmaceutical market is
still fragmented and
presents a lot of headroom
for growth, given the poor
diagnosis and treatment
rates. Most diseases are
highly under-diagnosed and
under-treated as a result.
We are seeing investments
in health care
infrastructure, expansion of
retail chemists, and patients
becoming more aware as a
result of rising incomes and
improving socio economic
trends. For companies like
ours, this is a great
opportunity to make a
difference in accelerating
access to high quality
medicines and impacting
health care in the country.

• You are also reportedly
focusing on startups. Do you
think this is a safe bet
compared to expanding your
R&D activities?

This is a nascent stage
thought process and too
early to comment on. 

• Are you in talks with U.S.,
European and Japanese firms

for forging licensing
agreements to market their
products in India? What kind
of revenues do you expect
from such initiatives in the
short-term and long-term?

We are constantly
evaluating partnerships that
complement our strategy
and help us address unmet
needs. In line with this
objective we are exploring
several possible agreements,
some of which have already
fructified. As an Indian
company with a fairly global
presence and having
established ourselves as a
partner of choice through
trustworthiness and
reliability, we will continue
to look at similar value
accretive opportunities in
the future.

• Have USFDA concerns over
your Srikakulam plant been
addressed to?

We have put in enormous
amount of focus and
resources in addressing

to the issues and have
periodically updated USFDA
on our progress. We are
waiting to hear back from
the agency. It’s very difficult
for us to comment on it.

• You have recently tied-up
with Mumbai-based Arogya
Finance for marketing in rural
areas. Do you plan to have
more such tie-ups?

We have tied up with Arogya
Finance for Resof and a
couple of more brands to
increase access to a larger
section of patients. 

For many years now, we
have been running a strong
patient assistance
programme called Sparsh
for our oncology products.
For the rural markets, we
will continue to increase our
sales and distribution reach
for our popular brands, forge
strong distribution
partnerships to ensure
better product availability,
launch products specifically
designed for the rural
markets, and facilitate
better access through
patient assistance and
financing programs. The
program is in the early
stages. 

We are aspiring to make
sure every eligible patient is
made aware about the
financing choice available to
them and that cash
flow issues don't restrict
access to medical
treatment.

INTERVIEW  ABHIJIT MUKHERJEE

Indian market presents a lot of headroom for growth
Prashanth Chintala

KOLKATA: The Oberoi Group has
entered into management
contracts for two new luxury
properties in Qatar. This includes
a 250-room luxury hotel and a
148-room serviced-apartment.
 Planning of these projects is
under way and construction will
commence early 2016 and get
completed by around mid-2018.
While the hotel is located in the
West Bay area, the apartment is
in Lusail, on Doha’s outskirts.
The projects are being
sponsored by Qatar General
Insurance and Reinsurance
Company (SAQ). P.R.S. Oberoi,
Executive Chairman, the Oberoi
Group, said that it had been
chosen by SAQ to assist in the
design and management of these
two projects. — Indrani Dutta

NEW LUXURY HOTELS

Oberoi Group to manage
projects in Doha

SECOND QUARTER

PERFORMANCE



CM
YK

ND-ND

Contributions to this page may be e-mailed to openpage@thehindu.co.in to a length of up to 700 words. Please provide the postal address and a brief description of
the writer. An e-mail id that is provided could be considered for publication. Certify in writing that it is original material; The Hindu views plagiarism as a serious
issue. Also confirm that the submission is exclusive to this page. Taking into account the volume of material being received, we regret our inability to acknowledge
receipt, or to entertain telephonic or other queries on the status of a submission. If a submission is not published within eight weeks, consider it to be out of the
reckoning — in most cases owing to dearth of space. The publication of an article is not to be seen as The Hindu endorsing the viewpoint in any way.

16 | THE HINDU TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015

NOIDA/DELHIOPEN PAGE



CM
YK

ND-ND

| 17THE HINDU TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015

NOIDA/DELHI

SPORT
Telecast schedule
Cricket: Pakistan vs England, 1st Test, TEN Cricket, 11.30 a.m.

Pedrosa wins Japanese MotoGP
The Spanish Honda rider Dani Pedrosa clocked 46min 50.767sec for his
50th career victory, 8.573sec ahead of championship leader Valentino
Rossi on Yamaha at the Japanese MotoGP on Sunday

Neymar’s life changed for the better
I’ve changed the way I play and the way that I live my life and FC
Barcelona has helped me change my life for the better — Neymar says he
has calmed down from his former wild-child attitude

KOLKATA: Returning from its
outstation ventures bruised, but
unconquered, Atletico de Kolka-
ta will look to tend to the wounds
and consolidate when it takes on
its last year’s final opponent,
Kerala Blasters in its first home
outing of the Hero-ISL Season-2
at the Salt Lake Stadium here on
Tuesday.

The host will be missing five
players — Portuguese striker
Helder Postiga, Botswana de-
fender Ofentse Nato and Indians
Baljit Singh Sahni, Arnab Mon-
dal and Rino
Anto — to inju-
ry, suspension
and national
duty. 

Coach Anto-
nio Habas said
the situation
was difficult but
the team was
prepared for the challenge. “I
have absolute confidence in the
18 players that I have for selec-
tion. We have started the season
well, having beaten Chennaiyin
FC and picked up a point against
FC Goa, which was a very tough
match,” Habas said.

The match assumes special
significance with the presence of
Brazilian legend Pele among the
spectators. ‘The King of Foot-
ball’ will have a session with the
ATK players in the afternoon,
which Habas said would serve as
great motivation for the team. 

“Having Pele in the audience
will be great, especially because
the team is playing its first home
match,” Habas said.

With the Salt Lake Stadium
pitch returning to natural turf,
the home side sounded upbeat.
“This will be less traumatic for
the players,” Habas said, refer-
ring to the experience he had in
the inaugural season when his
team had to play on artificial
turf.

Kerala Blasters, meanwhile, is
in much better shape in compar-
ison, missing only two Indians —
defender Sandesh Jinghan and
midfielder Cavin Lobo, to na-
tional duty. 

The team, which is on four
points earned from a 3-1 win

against North-
East United FC
and a goalless
draw against
Mumbai City
FC, will be fur-
ther strength-
ened by the
inclusion of its
marquee player

Carlos Marchena. The Spanish
World Cupper, who missed the
first two outings because of in-
jury, is available for selection, ac-
cording to the Kerala Blasters
head coach Peter Taylor.

The former England manager
said he would like to continue
with the rotation policy as it
saves a player from getting worn
out after playing close matches. 

“We have started well this sea-
son and are already on four
points, which we had reached af-
ter playing five matches last sea-
son,” Taylor said. 

“We have a decent team shape
and expect to do well against a
good side like Atletico de Kolka-
ta,” he added.

Decimated ATK takes on
confident Kerala Blasters

I have absolute
confidence in

the 18 players that I
have for selection
— Antonio Habas,
ATK’s coach on the five
players he will be
missing

We have started
well this season

and are already on four
points, which we had
reached after playing
five matches last season
— Peter Taylor, Kerala
Blasters’ coach

Amitabha Das Sharma

TELECAST

Atletico de Kolkata
vs Kerala Blasters

STAR Sports 2, 3, HD2 & HD3

7 p.m.

LONDON: Former New Zealand cricketer Lou
Vincent told a London courtroom on Monday
that he had helped to fix matches under
“direct orders” from his captain, Chris Cairns.

Speaking at Cairns’s perjury trial, Vincent,
36, said that Cairns persuaded him to take
part in match-fixing while they were playing
for the Chandigarh Lions in the Indian
Cricket League in 2008.

“I was under direct orders from Chris
Cairns to get involved in fixing,” said Vincent,
who claimed Cairns promised him $50,000
per game to under-perform.

Former New Zealand captain Cairns, who
is also accused of perverting the course of
justice, denies the charges facing him.

The charges relate to a libel case that
Cairns, 45, brought against Lalit Modi, the
founder of the Indian Premier League (IPL),
in March 2012.

Cairns successfully sued Modi for £1.4
million after being accused of match-fixing on
Twitter in January 2010, but now faces
allegations that he lied during the case.

Vincent, now retired, said he had turned
down an approach to get involved in match-
fixing from an Indian man who had offered
him cash and the use of a prostitute.

But he claimed that when he told Cairns,
captain of the Chandigarh Lions, about the
approach, he was told: “You’re working for me
now.”

“Immediately I went to Chris Cairns and
told him what had happened,” Vincent said.
"The deal, the room, the woman and being

offered the money and how I went to report
what had just happened.

“Chris was obviously interested, then there
was a pause for a short period of time.

“And then he turned to me, looked at me
and said ‘You did the right thing’ and ‘That’s
good cover. Right, you’re working for me
now’.”

Vincent told the jury at Southwark Crown
Court that he deliberately under-performed
in four games in 2008.

He said that he had been suffering from
mental health problems and depression at the
time and “felt good to be part of a gang”.

According to Vincent, that “gang” also
included former New Zealand all-rounder
Daryl Tuffey and former India batsman
Dinesh Mongia.

Vincent said that he was not paid the
money he had been promised but did not
confront Cairns because he felt “too
intimidated”.

He also alleged that Cairns threatened him
with a cricket bat after he “messed up” a
proposed fix.

Vincent said that he continued to fix
matches after leaving the Chandigarh Lions,
before confessing to the cricket authorities in
2012.

A big-hitting all-rounder, Cairns played in
62 Tests for New Zealand and is one of the
few players to have achieved the double of
200 wickets and 3,000 runs.

He was named one of the Wisden
Cricketers of the Year in 2000. — AFP

I fixed games for Cairns: Lou Vincent

NEW DELHI: Sarthak Suden knocked out third seed Vipul Mehta 6-3,
6-0 in the under-14 boys first round of the Fenesta National
sub-junior tennis championship at the DLTA Complex here on
Monday. He will next play qualifier Naman Sharma who battled
his way past Nitin Jaipal Singh.

Top seed Himanshu Mor, who has been struggling on these
courts for some time, including the Masters event of the Road to
Wimbledon championship, subdued Adarsh Naga Tippabhatla of
Andhra Pradesh 6-3, 7-6(0).

Second Sacchitt Sharma, who won the UK under-14 champion-
ship in Wimbledon, warmed up for the challenges ahead with a
6-2, 6-4 win over Bhavesh Kumar Agarwal. 

The player with the biggest game in the age group, fifth seed
Shashank Theertha who trains with coach Ilyas Ghouse in Hyd-
erabad, opened with a 6-2, 6-4 victory over Sammar Raina.

In the girls under-14 section, in which all the 16 seeded players
got a bye in the first round, Ashrita Nagpal beat Zaffar Raina
7-6(4), 7-6(6), while Vanshika Choudhary recovered quickly to
outplay Bhakti Shah 5-7, 6-0, 6-0.

TENNIS

Sarthak ousts Vipul
Special Correspondent

PARIS: World champion Germa-
ny secured its place at Euro
2016 despite labouring to a 2-1
win at home to Georgia on Sun-
day, while Poland also qualified
for next summer’s finals after
beating the Republic of Ireland
2-1.

Germany needed just a point
against Georgia in Leipzig to
guarantee itself a
top-two finish in
Group ‘D’ but
Max Kruse’s 79th-minute win-
ner ensured Joachim Loew’s
men progressed as group
winners.

Thomas Muller had given
Germany the lead shortly after
half-time, converting a penalty
for his ninth goal in the qual-
ifiers, before it was cancelled
out almost immediately by Ja-
ba Kankava.

Robert Lewandowski
equalled former Northern Ire-
land striker David Healy’s 13-

goal record for a single Europe-
an championship qualifying
campaign as Poland claimed
second place in Group ‘D’.

Germany, Poland, Albania
and Romania joined already
qualified Wales, Belgium, Italy,
Austria, the Czech Republic,
England, hosts France, Iceland,
Northern Ireland, Portugal,

Spain and Swit-
zerland in the
24-team finals.

The results: Group D: Germany 2
(Muller 50-pen, Kruse 79) bt Georgia 1
(Kankava 53); Gibraltar 0 lost to Scot-
land 6 (Martin 25, Maloney 39, Fletch-
er 52, 56, 85, Naismith 90+1); Poland
2 (Krychowiak 13, Lewandowski 42) bt
Republic of Ireland 1 (Walters 16-
pen). 

Group G: Russia 2 (Kuzmin 33,
Kokorin 37-pen) bt Montenegro 0;
Sweden 2 (Ibrahimovic 24, Erkan Zen-
gin 48) bt Moldova 0; Austria 3 (Arnau-
tovic 12, Janko 54, 57) bt
Liechtenstein 0. — AFP

Germany, Poland
book berths

IT’S PARTY TIME: Poland’s Robert Lewandowski, who
equalled the 13-goal record for a single European
championship qualifying campaign, celebrates the
qualification for the finals. — PHOTO: AFP

EURO QUALIFIERS

NEW DELHI: Fourth seed Yuki
Bhambri beat Jurgen Zopp of
Estonia 6-4, 6-2 in the first
round of the $125,000 men’s
Challenger tennis tournament
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on
Monday. 

He will play Nikola Mektic of
Croatia in the
pre-quarterfinals.

Yuki, however, lost in the
doubles when he along with
Michael Venus of New Zealand
were beaten by Dudi Sela and
Amir Weintraub of Israel 10-6
in the super tie-break.

In the $50,000 Challenger in
Vietnam, qualifier Vijay Sundar
Prashanth was beaten 6-4, 7-5

by Matija Pecotic of Croatia in
the first round. He won five
ATP points for making the
main draw. 

The Wimbledon boys’ dou-
bles champions, Nam Hoang Ly
of Vietnam and Sumit Nagal

fought well before being beaten
6-3, 5-7, 10-6 by Toshihide
Matsui and Yasutaka Uchiyama
of Japan in the first round.

The results: 
$125,000 Challenger men, Tash-

kent, Uzbekistan: Singles (first
round): Yuki Bhambri bt Jurgen Zopp
(Est) 6-4, 6-2.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): Dudi
Sela & Amir Weintraub (Isr) bt Michael
Venus (Nzl) & Yuki Bhambri 6-7(3),
6-4, 10-6.

$50,000 Challenger men, Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam: Singles (first
round): Matija Pecotic (Cro) bt Vijay
Sundar Prashanth 6-4, 7-5.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Toshihide Matsui & Yasutaka Uchiya-
ma (Jpn) bt Nam Hoang Ly (Vie) &
Sumit Nagal 6-3, 5-7, 10-6.

$10,000 ITF men, Antalya, Tur-
key: Qualifying singles: Third and
final round: Haadin Bava bt Lukas
Klein (Svk) 6-1, 7-5. Second round:
Haadin Bava bt Jannis Liniger (Sui)
6-4, 7-6(4). First round: Haadin Bava
bt Mert Celik (Tur) 6-0, 6-2.

Yuki in pre-quarterfinals

INDIANS ABROAD

KOLKATA: Grassroots develop-
ment is the key, said Brazilian
legend Pele as he held forth on
a number of topics in his first
public appearance in the city
after 38 years here on Monday.

“Start working at the base, it
is important to train kids for
the future,” said Pele in re-
sponse to Sourav Ganguly’s
“Please suggest a way for the
development of Indian foot-
ball.” Ganguly, who has seen
India reach the pinnacle as its
cricket captain, put the ques-
tion to Pele as one of the own-
ers of Atletico de Kolkata.

With age telling on him, the
74-year-old legend had sought
a day’s rest — he had reached
the city on Sunday morning —
before starting his hectic itin-
erary for the next 48 hours.

Ganguly, a recent entrant to
sports administration after be-
ing elected president of the
Cricket Association of Bengal,
asked specifically about anoth-
er underdeveloped aspect of
Indian football —
infrastructure.

“You have to give players the
chance to go abroad and play
and gain experience. They can
then come here and share their
experiences. But, firstly, you
have to support the base,” re-
plied Pele. “You should have
football in universities, schools
and colleges. It is important to
start the sport at the right lev-
el,” added Pele.

Ganguly was perhaps uncon-
sciously repeating the question
on development first put to
Pele by the then Mohun Bagan
captain Subrata Bhattacharya
when he first visited the city in
1977 with New York Cosmos to
play an exhibition match
against the Kolkata giant. 

Pele had not answered then,
as Bhattacharya recalled, but
the Brazilian, wise with age and
experience, chose to reply to a
question that is still pertinent
even after four decades.

A firm no

A lot of questions were re-
served for Pele on the contro-
versy and allegations of
corruption at the highest level
plaguing the sport’s world gov-
erning body — FIFA. The Bra-
zilian’s one line reply was: “No,
I do not have the intention of
becoming FIFA president.” 

The questions next veered to
the comparisons of the best
players in world football and
specifically about the current
state of football. “During my

time players belonged to the
clubs, but the players now be-
long to the impresarios,” Pele
said, meaning that modern day
footballers are more commer-
cial-minded, dominated by
agents and managers. 

“Modern day football is
tough, but yes, I would have
still achieved the same feat that
I had so many years back. Foot-
ballers are born and gain skills
as a gift of God,” he said even as
he recalled the support of the
many talented colleagues who
made him what he is.

“I had some great team-
mates like Garrincha, Didi and
Vava. Later I played with the
likes of Zico. When I was with
New York Cosmos, I played
alongside Franz Beckenbauer
and Giorgio Chinaglia, who
were also great footballers. I
did not play alone. There was
someone who always played
beside and with me to make us
succeed as a team,” Pele said.

When he was asked to pick
his best, Pele partitioned his
preferences, saying Bobby
Moore of England was the best
of his time and hailed Argen-
tine Lionel Messi as the best in
the last 10 years.

“People do not take much
notice of defenders. To me the
best was Bobby Moore. But
over the last ten years, without
a doubt, it is Messi,” Pele said. 

On the comparison between
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo
and Messi, Pele said, “A lot of
people compare Messi with
Ronaldo. But they are players
of a different kind. Ronaldo is
more of a scorer, more like a
centre-forward. Messi plays
deeper. But both are fantastic.” 

Pele went on to add the
name of Brazilian Neymar in
the comparison. “Neymar, no
doubt, could be one of the best
players at the moment. I hope
Neymar wins a trophy for Bra-
zil. He hails from Santos, the
club I used to play for. My son
Edinho was the one who
trained him, so I feel proud and
happy,” Pele said. 

He rued the absence of a
good club league structure in
his own country which sees the
players moving to Europe and
failing as a team when turning
out for Brazil. 

“We have some of the best
players in Brazil, but, unfortu-
nately, we did not have much
time to prepare the team be-
fore the World Cup. 

“You have to have the play-
ers together for a longer time to
prepare, better but that is not
possible as most of them are
playing in Europe. Nowadays
players’ managers decide if
they should play for the coun-
try or the club,” Pele ended
with a note of concern.

Start at the base is Pele’s advice

MEETING A LEGEND: ‘Prince of Kolkata’ Sourav
Ganguly comes face to face with ‘The King’ Pele at
a press conference on Monday.
— PHOTO: ASHOKE CHAKRABARTY

Principal Correspondent You should have football in universities,
schools and colleges. It is important to start

the sport at the right level

To me the best was Bobby Moore. But over the last
ten years without a doubt it is Messi

KOLKATA: Football legend Pele
had an evening to remember as
he renewed his acquaintance
with the players of the Mohun
Bagan team which hosted him
in 1977.

Pele feted all the 13 players
and coach P.K. Banerjee who
were present to receive the
honour from the greatest foot-
baller on earth at the Netaji
Indoor Stadium on Monday
evening. Subrata Bhattacharya,
the captain of the Bagan side

then, called in his players to be
felicitated by the owner of
three World Cup crowns. The
others players included the
likes of Shibaji Banerjee, Pra-
soon Banerjee, Gautam Sarkar,
Bidesh Bose, Shyam Thapa,
and Pradip Choudhury.

Prasoon, the younger broth-
er of P.K. Banerjee, asked Pele
who he thought was better:
Diego Maradona or Lionel
Messi? “Both have the same
style and are great players, but
Maradona was a more com-
plete player than Messi. For

the last 10 years, Messi is the
best player the world has seen,”
said Pele.

Machine closed!

Asked whether the world
would see another Pele, the
legend quipped, “My mother
and father have closed the
machine.”

Pele also had a special mo-
ment with internationally-ac-
claimed music composer A.R.
Rahman, who has scored the
music for a biopic on the Brazi-
lian great which is yet to be
released.

“I am zero on sport, and
know only names like Kapil
Dev and Sachin Tendulkar. I
have composed the music for
Pele’s biopic without even
knowing him. But, when I saw
the ‘rushes’ of the movie, I
cried thrice,” said Rahman, af-
ter meeting the legend. 

“I wanted to see the real
Pele. He is such an amazing
personality, a great inspiration.
All my musician friends were
envious when they came to
know that I was doing the mu-
sic for Pele’s biopic,” said
Rahman.

Rahman sang ‘happy birth-
day’ for Pele, who turns 75 on
October 23. The Brazilian also
cut a cake, shaped like the Jules
Rimet Trophy, which he helped
Brazil retain forever after be-
coming the world champion for
the third time in 1970. 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and former
India cricket captain Sourav
Ganguly were present on the
occasion.

An evening to remember for Pele
Felicitates the 1977 Mohun Bagan team, shares special moment with Rahman

DOWN MEMORY LANE: Players from the Mohun Bagan team that hosted Pele way back in 1977 had a great
time getting reacquainted with the Brazilian legend in Kolkata on Monday. — PHOTO: ASHOKE CHAKRABARTY

Amitabha Das Sharma

SHANGHAI: Nick Kyrgios swept
aside Andreas Haider-Maurer
6-3, 6-2 on Monday to set up a
second round clash with Ja-
pan’s Kei Nishikori in the ATP
Shanghai Masters.

The results: First round: Jo-Wilf-
ried Tsonga bt Tommy Robredo 6-7(5),
6-2, 6-2; Leonardo Mayer bt Bai Yan
6-0, 6-1; Feliciano Lopez bt Andrey
Kuznetsov 6-4, 7-6(3); Albert Ramos bt
Sam Querrey 4-6, 6-4, 7-5; Victor Es-
trella Burgos bt Donald Young 6-2, 4-6,
6-4; Dominic Thiem bt Lu Yen-Hsun
6-3, 6-3; John Isner bt Adrian Mannari-
no 6-1, 6-2; Steve Johnson bt Andreas
Seppi 4-6, 6-1, 7-6(2); Martin Klizan bt
Zhang Ze 7-6(8), 6-2; Ivo Karlovic bt
Jeremy Chardy 6-4, 7-6(6); Roberto
Bautista Agut bt Guillermo Garcia-Lo-
pez 6-2, 6-3; Nick Kyrgios bt Andreas
Haider-Maurer 6-3, 6-2; Marin Cilic bt
Wu Di 4-6, 6-3, 7-6(4). — Agencies

Kyrgios cruises

NEW DELHI: Riyaz Ali and Kajal
Kumari won the men’s and
women’s singles titles respec-
tively in the seventh Interna-
tional Carrom Federation Cup
at the Thyagaraj Sports Com-
plex on Sunday.

Riyaz defeated Nishant Fer-
nando of Sri Lanka 25-22, 25-10
in the men’s final while Kajal
beat compatriot Tuba Sehar
25-16, 8-25, 25-7.

Nishant had defeated world
champion K. Srinivas 25-15, 14-
25, 25-24 in the semifinals and
the women’s world champion
Rashmi lost to Tuba Sehar in
the semifinals.

The Indian men won the
team championship earlier,
beating Sri Lanka 2-1, and Ban-
gladesh took the bronze down-
ing France 3-0.

The results (Indians unless spec-
ified): 

Men (final): Riyal Ali bt Nishant
Fernando (SL) 25-22, 25-10; Semi-
finals: Nishant bt K. Srinivas 25-15,
14-25, 25-24; Riyaz bt D. Sandeep
15-25, 25-22, 25-22; Quarterfinals:
Nishant bt Yogesh Pardeshi 25-14,
25-22; Srinivas bt Himayat 25-3, 25-8;
Sandeep bt Chamil Cooray (SL) 25-5,
25-20; Riyaz bt P. Dubois (Fra) 25-4,
25-7.

Women (final): Kajal Kumari bt Tu-
ba Sehar 25-16, 8-25, 25-7; Semi-
finals: Tuba bt Rashmi Kumari 25-15,
18-25, 25-19; Kajal bt Arosha (SL)
25-10, 25-4; Quarterfinals: Kajal bt
Josef Roshita (SL) 25-10, 25-23;
Arosha bt Devjani Tamoli 25-22, 1-25,
25-4; Rashmi bt C. Lakmali (SL) 25-
15, 25-13; Tuba bt Madhushikha (SL)
25-13, 25-6.

Team (final): India bt Sri Lanka 2-1
(Srinivas bt Chamil 25-10, 25-5; Riyaz
bt Anas Ahmed 25-8, 25-8; Sandeep
lost to Nishant Fernando 16-22, 25-0,
25-10).

Riyaz and Kajal
win titles
Special Correspondent

VIJAYAWADA: The Andhra un-
der-19 women’s cricket team
entered the semifinals of the
BCCI inter-State cricket tour-
nament defeating Maharash-
tra by 23 runs at Cuttack on
Monday. 

Andhra will meet Mumbai

while Madhya Pradesh will
play Uttar Pradesh in the
semifinals on Friday.

The scores (league): At Cuttack:
Andhra 100 in 41.3 overs (Anusha
29, Solao three for 19) bt Maharash-
tra 77 in 38.4 overs (K. Dhatri four for
20, M. Bhavana three for 13).

At Guntur: Madhya Pradesh 102
for eight in 50 overs (Nuzhat Par-
ween 28) bt Haryana 56 in 44.5
overs.

At Perecherla: Mumbai 216 for
seven in 50 overs (R. Jemimah 88,
Vaishali Bhagat 56) bt Kerala 101 for
seven in 50 overs.

CRICKET

Andhra enters semifinals



Across 

1 Patriot, say
escorted girl to
French island (6,7)

10 May be masculine,
but not lean — it is
noted (5)

11 Extremely small — a
timeless novel (9)

12 Doesn't make sense
without a certified
mastery of

7 After song will have rest (3,4)
8 Waters affect IMF clout with

India (8,5)
9 Stay united and get hit by

rockets, unfortunately (5,8)
15 Promoting a pill in a single

package for a woman yet to
have a child (9)

17 No point playing 'Rose garden'
on this instrument (4,5)

19 A treadmill, say for the coach
(7)

21 One that repeats nitrate
compound (7)

23 E.M. Forster's novel 'With a
heart of gold' (5)

25 'Bit dry outside' is a short
message (5)

before deal's made
in a safe place (7)

20 Decreasing maybe
later in the day (7)

22 Capital has been
invested in
American city (5)

24 May be non-
restrictive, since
withdrawn and shy
(9)

26 Ain't nerve used to
do this? (9)

27 Charm of people
post middle age (5)

28 For Saint Harry to
be put in a box —
you would want to
do it later (13)

Down

2 Rising trend of
using emergency
power arm (7)

3 Frozen up before
the game was won
— completely
destroyed (9)

4 Resign from the
French university
(5)

5 Rage hiding basic
struggle by novice
— it's fiery (9)

6 Same up and down
flights (5)
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language (9)
13 Starts

systematically
taking out
infiltrators — calm
and unmoved (5)

14 Strange thing to
keep note on brace
(7)

16 Funnily, Simpson's
acquired a title (7)

18 Start chasing it

Verse ten of Andal’s Tiruppavai talks of ‘svarga.’ But
what is svarga? There is a beautiful explanation of what
svarga is in the Ramayana, elaborated M.A.
Venkatakrishnan in a discourse. Rama tries to dissuade
Sita from accompanying Him to the forest. He says forest
life is full of hardships. Forest life, in short, is like being
in hell. Sita then asks Rama to explain what He means by
Heaven and Hell. 

Rama says that that which gives one joy is Heaven and
that which gives one sorrow is Hell. Sita thereupon
points out that if joy is heaven, then Her joy lies in being
with Him. And if hell is sorrow, then to be parted from
Him is sorrow and separation from Him is hell.

Sita’s argument is valid for all of us. Proximity to Him
is joy and distance from Him is sorrow. 

In fact, the Azhvars have referred to this earth as a hell
worse than the one over which Yama lords. Yama’s hell is
the place where we pay for our sins, but this earth is the
place that paves the way for more sins! So this earth is
worse than hell, and that is why we seek liberation.

Svarga or heaven is not used in a limited sense in this
Tiruppavai verse. Heaven is the joy of being beside Him. 

The Gopika who is being woken up in this verse is a
girl whose sleep is well earned. She is peaceful and is able
to sleep without any worries, because she is fortunate.
And the good fortune she has is that she has surrendered
to Lord Narayana and therefore enjoys bliss. 

In her mind, She is able to visualise the Lord and is
happy. She is like one who has done her duties and is
therefore carefree.

Heaven and Hell

FAITH

A mind game and a puzzle

that you solve with

reasoning and logic. Fill in

the grid with digits in such

a manner that every row,

every column and every

3x3 box accommodates

the digits 1 to 9, without

repeating any. The 

solution to yesterday’s

puzzle is at left.

SU | DO | KU

CM
YK

ND-ND
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KANPUR: The M.S. Dhoni-led In-
dian team has left a riddle to
solve after the Kanpur one-day
international: Who among the
Men in Blue is suited best for
the No. 3 slot in the batting
order?

Prior to the first ODI at the
Green Park here, Dhoni reig-
nited the debate on Ajinkya Ra-
hane’s place in the limited
overs’ side. “Sometimes even
number four is quite low for
him (Rahane). I think he is
somebody who should bat up
the order. Opening is a slot that
fits him really well,” Dhoni had
said, bolstering the doubt about
the Mumbaikar’s place in the
playing XI.

However, what Dhoni did
not say was even more impor-
tant. Analysed further, it may
provide a more interesting per-
spective to whole debate.

Since Shikhar Dhawan and
Rohit Sharma are doing well as
openers, none other than Test
captain Virat Kohli has to relin-
quish his favourite slot in one-
dayers to accommodated Ra-
hane in the top three. That is
what happened at the Green
Park when Dhoni disclosed the
playing XI to leave everyone
agape.

When India, chasing as big a
target as 304, lost Rahane’s

wicket in the 34th over, the run
rate slowed down a bit. “I felt
around 35-40 overs we failed to

get to move on. That would
have made things easier,” noted
Dhoni. Kohli got out in the last

ball of the 40th over after con-
tributing 11 runs off 29
deliveries.

Kohli’s lean patch in the one-
dayers has extended longer
than expected. 

The 26-year-old, with 22
centuries in 162 matches, has
46 against South Africa in the
World Cup as his highest score
in the last 11 innings spread
across seven venues in Austra-
lia, New Zealand, Bangladesh
and India. His last eye-catching
knock was his hundred against
Pakistan in the World Cup.

Notwithstanding his present
struggle, Kohli has always done
his best at the No. 3 position,
making that slot his own by
coming in to bat one-down in
105 matches. In comparison, he
has batted at No. 4 only 39
times.

Now, the most pertinent
question is -- Should Kohli be
asked to go down a place to
make way for Rahane on a regu-
lar basis? And, more impor-
tantly, can India afford to
destabilise two of its most re-
liable batsmen?

During the Bangladesh tour,
Dhoni, promoting himself to
bat at No. 4, had found it diffi-
cult to fit Rahane into the play-
ing XI. Within a few months,
the situation seems to have
changed again in search of the
right balance.

Who is the best No. 3?
CRICKET / Dhoni saddled with the conundrum

Y.B. Sarangi

HOW TO BRING SOME ORDER? India skipper
M.S. Dhoni has of late been in a predicament of
sorts as to how to fit in Virat Kohli and 
Ajinkya Rahane in the playing XI. — PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

INDORE: The Indian team
management has lodged a
complaint against umpire
Vineet Kulkarni for what the
home team feels is
incompetent supervision. 

It has cited four decisions,
all leg-before shouts from the
ongoing series against South
Africa, to make its point. 

Kulkarni, the Indians were
convinced, let off Jean-Paul
Duminy twice in the first T20
at Dharamshala and erred in
judging Shikhar Dhawan
leg-before in the first ODI at
Kanpur. 

It also did not appreciate
Faf du Plessis surviving first
ball from R. Ashwin early in
the match.

Standing in his seventh
T20 match, Kulkarni turned
down left-arm spinner Axar
Patel’s appeal for leg-before
when Duminy was on five
with South Africa needing 96
runs off 48 balls.

Later, when Duminy was
on 33 and South Africa
needed 43 off 23 balls,
Kulkarni signalled two

leg-byes even as
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
vehemently appealed when
the South African left-hander
missed an intended flick.
With two ‘lives’, Duminy
pulled off a dramatic last-
over victory for South Africa. 

“We did not have quite a
few decisions going our way
and sometimes these can
change the match. It could
have been different if we
could have got Duminy out
early,” bemoaned India
skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni after the defeat.

At Kanpur, the Indians
were livid when Kulkarni, in
his 18th ODI match since
debut in 2009, upheld Morne
Morkel’s leg-before shout
against Shikhar Dhawan,
who was in firm control as
India attempted to chase 304
to win.

The Indians were upset at
the umpire giving the
batsman out despite Morkel
coming round the wicket.
The Indians believed that
they had du Plessis first ball.
India lost by five runs to trail
0-1 in the five-match series.

The BCCI, which is
opposed to the Decision
Review System (DRS), would
now be under pressure to
have a rethink following such
incidents when its team ends
up a loser due to errors by
home umpires.

Vijay Lokapally

Complaint lodged against Kulkarni

Vineet Kulkarni. 
— FILE PHOTO

HYDERABAD: Schiavone (P. Trevor
up) clinched the Melbourne Racing
Club Trophy, the main event of the
races held here on Monday. The win-
ner is owned by the United Racing &
Blood Stock Breeders Ltd. rep by Mr &
Mrs Vijay Mallya and trained by S.S.
Attaollahi.

1. NALGONDA PLATE (D. I),
(1,100m), Cat. III, maiden 3-y-o &
over, rated upto 50: Golden Angel
(Aneel) 1, Prideofmaduranagar (R
Vaibhav) 2, Chandraja (K Mukesh Ku-
mar) 3, Yes Baby (M.F. Ali Khan) 4.
1/4, 1-3/4, 1-1/4. 1m 08.56s. Rs. 25 (w),
8, 9, 7 (p), SHP: Rs. 33, FP: Rs. 159, Q:
Rs. 86, Tanala: Rs. 299. Favourite:
Penumatcha’s Pride. Owners: Mr Mu-
kesh Gupta & Mrs Surekha Gupta.
Trainer: A Vatsalya.

2. PRINCE REGENT PLATE
(2,000m), Cat. III, 3-y-o & over, rated
upto 50: Chocolate Greedy (A M To-
grallu) 1, Naamdhari (S S Tanwar) 2,
Fair Fax (P.Trevor) 3, Buckshee (C.
Henrique) 4. 1-1/2, 1, 1/2. 2m 10.25s.
Rs. 41 (w), 9, 7, 5 (p), SHP: Rs. 17, FP:
Rs. 222, Q: Rs. 96, Tanala: Rs. 305.
Favourite: Fair Fax. Owner: Mr Ch.
Naga Nancharayya. Trainer: Zoheb
Shaikh.

3. MELBOURNE RACING
CLUB TROPHY (1,400m), Sweep-
stakes Fillies and Mares, 3-y-o & over
(Terms): Schiavone (P. Trevor) 1, De-
sire (Dashrath Singh) 2, Supreme
Fairy (Kuldeep Singh) 3, Palm Springs
(Akshay Kumar) 4. 1, 1-1/4, 1-3/4. 1m

27.43s. Rs. 8 (w), 6 and 7 (p), SHP: Rs.
12, FP: Rs. 15, Q: Rs. 9. Favourite:
Schiavone. Owner: United Racing &
Blood Stock Breeders Ltd. rep by Mr &
Mrs Vijay Mallya. Trainer: S.S.
Attaollahi.

4. CORDEN BLEU PLATE
(1,400m), Cat. II, 3-y-o & over, rated
upto 75: Green Image (P. Trevor) 1,
Brilliant Twist (S S Tanwar) 2, Esca-
lante (C. Henrique) 3, Kireeti (Pra-
veen Gaddam) 4. 1-3/4, 1-1/2, hd. 1m
28.27s. Rs. 16 (w), 7, 6, 7 (p), SHP: Rs.
18, FP: Rs. 50, Q: Rs. 23, Tanala: Rs. 90.
Favourite: Brilliant Twist. Owner: Mr
Tatineni Raghu Ram. Trainer: Sk. Wa-
seem Ahmed.

5. STAR OF STARS CUP (D. I),
(1,200m), Cat. III, 4-y-o & over, rated
upto 50: Kintyre Princess (C. Hen-
rique) 1, Romantic Fire (Deepak
Singh) 2, Gun Barrel (Khurshad Alam)
3, Save The Nation (Akshay Kumar) 4.
1-1/4, 1-1/4, nose. 1m 14.92s. Rs. 29
(w), 8, 11, 6 (p), SHP: Rs. 34, FP: Rs.
157, Q: Rs. 71, Tanala: Rs. 462. Favou-
rite: Gun Barrel. Owners: M/s A.K.
Jaiswal, Mukund Kakani & G. Vamsi
Krishna. Trainer: Anupam Sharma.

6. STAR OF STARS CUP (D. II),
(1,200m), Cat. III, 4-y-o & over, rated
upto 50: Kimono (Aneel) 1, Golden
Phoenix (Ajit Singh) 2, Oathofyour-
daughter (G Naresh) 3, Rocky Hill (P.
Trevor) 4. 1, nk, 1-3/4. 1m 15.19s. Rs. 11
(w), 6, 13, 10 (p), SHP: Rs. 50, FP: Rs.
129, Q: Rs. 89, Tanala: Rs. 513. Favou-
rite: Kimono. Owner: Mr M.A.M. Ra-
maswamy. Trainer: K. Satheesh.

7. G. SUDHAKAR REDDY ME-
MORIAL CUP (1,200m), Cat. II, 3-
y-o & over, rated upto 75: Kohinoor
Grace (Kunal Bunde) 1, Rubyonrails
(Deepak Singh) 2, Rock Baby Rock
(Kuldeep Singh) 3, Mangalyaan (C.
Henrique) 4. 2-1/4, 1/4, 1-1/4. 1m
13.68s. Rs. 21 (w), 8, 14, 6 (p), SHP: Rs.
54, FP: Rs. 337, Q: Rs. 215, Tanala: Rs.
764. Favourite: Rock Baby Rock. Own-
ers: M/s Venkata Narasimha Reddy
Nalla, Anand Nalla & Rathan Nalla.
Trainer: K.R.K.Raju.

8. BANGALORE TURF CLUB
TROPHY (1,600m), Cat. I, 3-y-o &
over: Parushram (Akshay Kumar) 1,
Santa Monica (P. Trevor) 2, Ashok
Chakra (C.Henrique) 3, Golden Es-
sence (R Vaibhav) 4. 1, 2-3/4, 1-1/2. 1m
39.95s. Rs. 14 (w), 7, 7, 14 (p), SHP: Rs.
19, FP: Rs. 50, Q: Rs. 28, Tanala: Rs.
343. Favourite: Parushram. Owners:
M/s P. Prabhakar Reddy, Rama Seshu
Eyunni & D.Netto. Trainer: D.Netto.

9. NALGONDA PLATE (D. II),
(1,100m), Cat. III, maiden 3-y-o &
over, rated upto 50: Beauty Flash
(Praveen Gaddam) 1, Hunter’s Pride
(Md Sameeruddin) 2, Perfection (Kul-
deep Singh) 3, Upon A Star (G Naresh)
4. 4-1/4, 3-1/4, 1/4. 1m 07.57s. Rs. 30
(w), 8, 9, 6 (p), SHP: Rs. 25, FP: Rs. 155,
Q: Rs. 88, Tanala: Rs. 382. Favourite:
In Command. Owner and trainer: Mr
T.Srinagesh.

Treble (i): Rs. 378 (117 tkts.), (ii): Rs.
247 (333 tkts.), (iii): Rs. 308 (382
tkts.); Consolation: Rs. 320 (780 tkts.);
Jackpot: Rs.4172 (140 tkts.).

Schiavone bags feature event

MUMBAI: The BCCI’s Anti-Corruption and Secu-
rity Unit (ACSU) has reported against the Delhi
and Districts Cricket Association (DDCA) for
violating rules that bars unaccredited people
from entering the Players and Match Officials
Area (PMOA) during BCCI tournaments. 

The ACSU has told the BCCI that former India
captain Mohammad Azharuddin was in the
PMOA with DDCA vice-president Chetan Chau-
han during the final day of the Ranji Trophy
match between Delhi and Vidarbha at the Fero-
zeshah Kotla on Sunday. A few players, without
realising that it was a mistake to do so, went
towards Azharuddin and greeted him. 

A BCCI match referee told The Hindu that the
ACSU is very strict and follows ICC match-pro-
tocol for the board’s domestic matches. 

“The players and match officials are accred-

ited and their photographs are displayed at the
entrance of the dressing room and match offi-
cials’ room. Only very few officials of the associ-
ation are given accreditation. If anyone wants to
meet the players, even if it is a selector, he has to
approach the ACSU officer. He either accompa-
nies the visitor to the player or official con-
cerned, or brings them to meet the visitor. But,
people with accreditation are allowed after the
day’s play is over,” he said.

Fifteen years ago, the BCCI banned Azharud-
din for life, linking him to a match-fixing scandal,
and barred him from any cricket activity under
its jurisdiction. 

Though the Andhra Pradesh High Court lifted
the ban in 2012, the BCCI has not done so.
According to some sources in the BCCI, the styl-
ish Hyderabad batsman, who has played 99
Tests, is keen to see the life-ban lifted by the
authorities in India. 

ACSU reports DDCA’s faux pas
G. Viswanath

HYDERABAD: Tripura was forced
to follow-on after being bun-
dled out for 106 in reply to Hyd-
erabad’s first innings score of
362 on the third day of the Col.
C.K. Nayudu Trophy under-23
cricket tournament Group ‘A’
match here on Monday.

The scores: 
At Hyderabad: Hyderabad 362 in

143.5 overs (Rohan Yadav 84, Saket
Sai Ram 37 n.o., Joydeep Bhattar-
charjee four for 100, Dwaipayan Bhat-
tarcharjee four for 85) vs Tripura 106 in
85.3 overs (S.B. Debnath 30, T. Ravi
Teja four for 23) and 14 for one in 3.3
overs.

At Amtar (HP):
Himachal Pradesh 293 & 137 for

five in 66 overs (A.J. Thakur 57) vs
Kerala 183 in 71.3 overs (Abhishek
Mohan 43, Mohammed Azharuddeen
41, V.K. Galetiya four for 59, A.P.
Sharma three for nine).

Tripura forced
to follow on 

CHENNAI: Dipika Pallikal and
Joshna Chinappa moved into
the second round of the Dela-
ware Investments US Open
squash event in Philadelphia,
with stunning victories over
Joelle King (New Zealand)
and Annie Au (Hong Kong) re-
spectively, on Sunday. 

World No. 19 Dipika defeat-
ed Joelle King, who came in as
a qualifier but with credentials
of being a former world No. 4,
8-11, 13-11, 5-11, 11-7, 11-9. 

The Indian ace next plays
fourth seed Alison Waters of
England.

Ranked 20 in the world, Na-
tional champion Joshna ac-
counted for the ninth seed
Annie 11-6, 11-7, 12-10 in 28
minutes. 

She next plays Omneya Ka-
wy, the sixth seed from Egypt.

Ghosal bows out

In the men’s section, Saurav
Ghosal lost to third seed Gre-
gory Gaultier of France 5-11,
6-11, 10-12.

Dipika and
Joshna advance

NEW DELHI: The Indian under-17
team edged past Swedish club
side BK Hacken 2-1 in extra
time to advance to the semi-
finals of the 56th Subroto Cup
junior boys’ football tourna-
ment here, courtesy a 78th-
minute winner from Baoring-
dao Bodo.

The team will now take on
unbeaten Indonesian side Daf-
tar Nama Kontingen, who beat
BSL+2 High School, Bokaro, by
an identical margin in the other
quarterfinal to complete the
semifinals line-up.

Trailing for a large part of the
match, the AIFF Under-17
team managed to keep its com-
posure and gameplan despite
missing several close chances
to finish the game in regulation
time.

BK Hacken got ahead early
on through a header in the 18th
minute. Bodo and Edmund Lal-
rindika combined well upfront
to create a number of chances,
but the shots kept going wide
even as the Swedish goalkeeper
came up with some impressive
saves.

The Indian side finally got
level in the 56th minute after
Bedeshwor was brought down
in the box and Lalrindika made
no mistake in slotting in the
penalty.

With the game going into ex-
tra time, the teams fought for
possession before Bodo tapped
in for the winner.

Little Angels Paradise
School, Manipur, and Betkuchi
High School, Guwahati, earlier
qualified for the semifinals and
will take on each other for a
spot in the final.

The results: Quarterfinals: AIFF
FC bt BK Hacken 2-1; Daftar Nama
Kontigen bt BSL+2 High School, Bo-
karo 2-1. 

AIFF FC enters
semifinals

CHENNAI: The South Asian
Games 2016, which was original-
ly scheduled between January
10 and 20 at Guwahati and Shil-
long, is now set to take place in
the second fortnight of Febru-
ary. The decision was taken
unanimously at a meeting of the
South Asian Olympic Council
here on Sunday.

IOA president N. Ramachan-
dran, who chaired the meeting,
said the decision to re-schedule
was taken in keeping with the
request of some of the members,
and factoring in the non-condu-
cive climatic conditions at the
hosting venues in January.

“The exact dates would be
communicated to the various
national Olympic committees in
the next 15 days after consulta-
tions with all stake holders, in-
cluding the Government of
India and the governments of
Assam and Meghalaya. The IOA
would also be consulting the
Chief Ministers of both these
states in this regard,” he said.

The council also decided on
the disciplines to be included for
the event. Accordingly, the
games will feature twenty three
of them — archery, athletics,
badminton, basketball, boxing,
cycling, football, handball, hock-
ey, judo, kabaddi, kho kho,
shooting, squash, swimming, ta-
ble tennis, taekwondo, triathlon,
volleyball, weightlifting, wres-
tling and wushu — with tennis
being the latest addition. Guwa-
hati will host a major chunk of
the events.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by the newly appointed CEO
of South Asian Games, R.K.
Sharma and delegates of all the
other seven countries — Afghan-
istan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. 

Ramachandran said the
events to be held in each dis-
cipline would be worked out by
the Games Technical Conduct
Committee in a week’s time, re-
ferring the preceding edition
which was held at Dhaka in
2010.

GENERAL

South Asian Games 
2016 re-scheduled
Sports Reporter

ODENSE: After skipping the Ko-
rea Open, World No. 1 Saina
Nehwal will be back in action
when she leads the Indian chal-
lenge at the Denmark Open
badminton and sharing some
of the limelight in the
$650,000 Super Series Pre-
mier event will be Ajay
Jayaram.

Saina, who had clinched the
Denmark title in 2012, is confi-
dent after weaving some stu-
pendous performances this
year and the Indian ace looks to
continue her dominant run
when she starts her campaign
against Busanan Ongbumrun-
gphan of Thailand on
Wednesday.

The 25-year-old from Hyd-
erabad, who won the India Su-
per Series and Syed Modi
Grand Prix Gold, a silver medal
at World championship, a run-
ner-up finish at All England, is
likely to be tested only after the
quarterfinals if she plays to her
reputation.

Also brimming with confi-
dence will be Jayaram, who re-
ached his maiden Super Series
final at the Korea Open in Sep-
tember and then defended his

men’s singles title at the Dutch
Open Grand Prix.

The Mumbai-born shuttler
will have to go through the
qualifiers, where he will take
on Germany’s Fabian Roth at
the Odense Sports Park.

“Danish Open Super Series
will offer bigger challenges. I
am looking to take the posi-

tives from this tournament
(Dutch Open) and give my best
next week,” he had said after
winning the men’s singles title
at Almere.

Two-time bronze medallist
at the World championship,
P.V. Sindhu, will also look to
put her best foot forward when
she starts her campaign against

Indonesia’s Maria Febe
Kusumastuti.

In men’s singles, World No. 5
Kidambi Srikanth, Common-
wealth Games champion P.
Kashyap and World No. 16 H.S.
Prannoy will lead the Indian
challenge.

While Srikanth’s first round
opponent is yet to be decided
after the withdrawal of Thai-
land’s Tanongsak Saensom-
boonsuk, Kashyap will have to
fight it out against former
world No. 1 and two-time
Olympic silver medallist Lee
Chong Wei of Malaysia and
Prannoy will take on Chinese
Taipei’s Hsu Jen Hao.

The Indian men’s doubles
pair of Manu Attri and B. Su-
meeth Reddy, who finished
runner-up at Dutch Open, will
square up against the England
combo of Marcus Ellis and
Chris Langridge.

In women’s doubles, 2014
Commonwealth Games silver
winners G. Jwala and Ashwini
Ponnappa will be back in busi-
ness after missing the Korea
Open as they take on Japanese
seventh seed Reika Kakiiwa
and Miyuki Maeda. — PTI 

BADMINTON

Saina, Ajay Jayaram spearhead Indian challenge

Ajay Jayaram (left) and Saina Nehwal. — PHOTOS: AFP

DOHA: Shiva Thapa fought his
heart out but still fell short in a
draining contest and had to set-
tle for a bronze medal in the
56kg category of the world box-
ing championships here on
Sunday. Thapa lost 1-2 to Uz-
bekistan’s Murodjon
Akhmadaliev.

However, he is still in the
running for an Olympic spot as
the losing semifinalists will be
involved in a box-off on Octob-
er 15 to decide the last of the
three slots in this section.

The 20-year-old Assam pugi-
list will face Dzmitry Asanau in
the box-off for an Olympic spot
on October 15 after the Belaru-
sian went down to third-seeded
Irish Michael Conlan in the
semifinals. — PTI

Thapa settles
for a bronze

MUSCAT: Virtually out of the
reckoning after four losses in a
row, the Indian football team
will look to salvage some pride
and put up a decent perform-
ance against higher-ranked
Oman in a World Cup qualify-
ing round match here on
Tuesday.

India is without a win in its
World Cup qualifying cam-
paign and pressure has been
piling on the players and coach
Stephen Constantine.

It faces an uphill task against
Oman, which is ranked 102 as
against India’s 167. Oman had
emerged a 2-1 winner in the
first leg at Bengaluru.

Stephen Constantine’s boys
will surely be the underdogs as
Oman is riding high after hold-
ing the continent’s highest-
ranked team Iran to a 1-1 draw
at home last week. — PTI

India takes
on Oman
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INDORE: Other than the 16
wickets that he took on Test
debut (eight for 61 and eight
for 75) against the West In-
dies at Madras in 1988, the
wily Narendra Hirwani has a
memory he so preciously
cherishes. He was given the
best bowler’s award in an ex-
hibition match. Not for taking
wickets in a heap. It was for
not letting G.R. Viswanath
play the cut. Well, some
achievement that!

Hiru, as he is fondly known
in cricket circles, can’t sit
still. He must make various
actions with his wrist, fingers,
hip and feet – movements that
left many batsmen in a daze,
unable to fathom the flight
and turn that this leg-spinner
imparted, without once let-
ting his mind be influenced by
the state of the pitch.

He last played a Test in
1996 and an ODI in 1992. His

first-class career ended in
2005 with an aggregate of 732
wickets off 42,890 balls in 167
matches. Surprisingly, he on-
ly figured in 17 Tests and 18
ODIs despite that explosive
start to his career when he ac-
counted for the great Viv Ri-
chards in both innings.

Sadly, he watches the de-
cline of his tribe, the spinner,
from the sidelines. Cricket is
an inseparable component of
his life. He will stop and cor-
rect a bowler if he sees a flaw
even in a street contest. “I am
not one obsessed with tech-
nique but I want things to be
done correctly,” he says.

At 46, he has no cricketing
dreams left apart from mon-
itoring the progress of his son,
Mihir. He too bowls leg-spin.
What ails spin? Hiru smiles.
“To be termed a spinner you
need to spin the ball,” he says.
“I see very few bowlers spin
the ball. If the pitch is helpful,
you may not be able to differ-

entiate a good spinner from a
bad one. But if the pitch is
placid, you will have to work
hard to get the ball to turn.
That is where you will find a
good spinner.”

Hiru laments the absence of
hip movement – the trigger to
impart revolutions to the ball.
“The part played by the hip is
as important as the shoulder,
fingers and wrist,” he says.
“Flight depends on how much
you can spin the ball. It comes
from practice. It is science
too. Of course, patience is of
paramount importance. To-
day, the youngsters are in a
hurry, probably the pace of
life affects their game too.
Quick, quick, quick. It doesn’t
help.”

He advocates long hours of
training. Five-hundred balls a
day. “It is important to dream.
Today, parents dream for
their child, add pressure.
None of my family members
came to the ground to watch

me. It helped me.” 
What if he is appointed spin

guru? “I would scout myself,
develop the natural flair of the
young bowlers. Technique
counts, but I won’t tamper
with his natural action. A
coach has to be passionate
and not driven by needs. He
should be hurt if his pupil
fails. This trait is missing to-
day. A spinner has to be hun-
gry. His coach, too.”

A thinking cricketer like
Hirwani can be expected to
work in his field and look for
quality slow bowlers. A spin-
ner is not a member merely
included to give the seamers
rest or meet the demands of
the over-rate.

He is a match-winner. Just
like Hirwani, who buried a
team as mighty as the West
Indies single-handed. He is
keen to unearth a few from
the domestic league, for India
needs to play to its strength:
“Spin,” Hirwani emphasises.

Hirwani keen to unearth domestic spin talent 

Narendra Hirwan. — PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

Vijay Lokapally

ABU DHABI: Pakistan is pinning
its hopes on relative Test novic-
es Yasir Shah and Zulfiqar Ba-
bar to cause England’s batsmen
problems when the two coun-
tries renew a 51-year rivalry in
the United Arab Emirates on
Tuesday.

England should be confident
after reclaiming the Ashes on
home soil this year with a 3-2
win over Australia, but Alastair
Cook’s charges may also feel
some trepidation after their last
series against Pakistan in 2012
ended in a 3-0 whitewash.

Spin duo Saeed Ajmal and
Abdur Rehman were England’s
tormentors back then, taking
43 wickets for an average of 15.6
runs, but they are absent this
time so Shah and Babar will be
Pakistan’s main spin threat in
the three-Test series.

Both are late bloomers.
Shah, 29, made his Test debut

last year and has since claimed
61 wickets in 10 matches includ-
ing 24 against Sri Lanka in July.
Babar, 36, has 42 wickets in 10
matches following his 2013
bow.

“The way he (Shah) is bowl-
ing he’s a threat to every team,
he’s our strength,” said Pakis-
tan captain Misbah-ul-Haq, 41.

“To win a Test match, a se-

ries, you can’t just focus on one
bowler. Zulfiqar and the fast
bowlers will play a key role be-
cause of the reverse swing, es-
pecially with the new ball.”

Crucial

Younis Khan, Pakistan’s all-
time third-highest run scorer,
will be crucial to the host’s bat-
ting hopes especially after Az-
har Ali was ruled out of the first
Test due to injury.

Most Pakistan players ar-
rived in the UAE on Wednesday
from a one-day series in Zim-
babwe. The team opted for just
one warm-up match, a sign of
confidence about playing in
their adopted UAE home where
Pakistan remains unbeaten in
seven series.

“Any away team these days
seem to be the underdogs,” En-
gland coach Trevor Bayliss told
reporters.

“Experience-wise, we’ve got
some young players but players
with a lot of ability and skill.
There’s no reason why we can’t
play some good cricket and if we
play some good cricket we’ll be
hard to beat.”

Meanwhile, England fast
bowler Steven Finn will miss
the first Test against Pakistan
with a foot injury, the England

and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
announced on Monday.

The 26-year-old has sus-
tained a stress injury to his left
foot and will therefore sit out of
the opening match in the three-
Test series.

Finn first felt pain in his foot
during England’s second warm-
up match against Pakistan ‘A’ in
Sharjah last week, but took part
in a nets session on Sunday. Joe
Root, the world’s third-ranked
batsman, will be England’s
main scoring hope after many
of the specialist batsmen strug-
gled in the Ashes.

Allrounder Moeen Ali, a
handy off-spinner and regular
at No.8, seems likely to become
Cook’s seventh opening
partner.

The teams (from):
Pakistan: Misbah-ul-Haq (capt.),

Ahmed Shehzad, Shan Masood, Mo-
hammad Hafeez, Fawad Alam, Asad
Shafiq, Younis Khan, Shoaib Malik,
Sarfraz Ahmed, Yasir Shah, Zulfiqar
Babar, Wahab Riaz, Imran Khan, Ra-
hat Ali and Junaid Khan. 

England: Alastair Cook (capt.),
Moeen Ali, James Anderson, Samit
Patel, Jonny Bairstow, Ian Bell, Stuart
Broad, Jos Buttler, Alex Hales, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Ben
Stokes, James Taylor and Mark Wood.
— Agencies

Pakistan banks on spin duo 

TIPS FROM MASTER: Pakistan coach Waqar Younis
(left) is having a word with spin bowler Yasir Shah
on the eve of their first Test against England in
Abu Dhabi on Monday. — PHOTO: GARETH COPLEY / GETTY

IMAGES

CHANDIGARH: Jatin Dahiya
fought his way past Param Pun
6-7(6), 7-5, 6-0 in the men’s
first round of Rs. 200,000 Tri-
bune Cup AITA ranking tennis
tournament at the CLTA Com-
plex on Monday.

Former national champion
V.M. Ranjeet beat lucky loser
Keneiezotuo Whourie in
straight sets to make the
pre-quarterfinals.

The results (first round): 
Men: V.M. Ranjeet bt Keneiezotuo

Whourie 6-3, 6-3; Jatin Dahiya bt Param
Pun 6-7(6), 7-5, 6-0; Suraj Beniwal bt
Shrey Gupta 6-2, 6-4; Sahil Gaware bt
Rohit Bisht 6-3, 6-3; Ranjeet Singh bt
Yuvraj Singh 7-6(7), 6-3; R. Ramakrish-
nan bt Aditya Deswal 6-7(4), 6-2, 6-0;
Archit Jain bt Maninder Singh 6-1, 6-3;
Deepinder Bains bt Ravi Shankar 6-4,
7-5.

Paramveer Bajwa bt Aditya Tiwari
6-3, 6-3; Jagmeet Singh bt Raghvendra
Subramanyam 7-6(5), 6-1; Sagar Bains
bt Mohammed Fariz 7-6(9), 6-0; Vlasier
Khate bt Chnmay Dev 1-6, 6-2, 6-4;
Sandeep Chaudhary bt Ayush Mintri 6-3,
6-2; Javed Hazary Akbar bt Lavish Neh-
ra 6-1, 5-7, 6-1; Digvijay Singh bt Sultan
Singh Atwal 6-2, 6-3; Siddharth Vish-
wakarma bt Manjot Singh 6-4, 6-2.

Women: Gurleen Singh bt Sukhmani
Kaur 6-3, 6-1; Sharmeen Rizvi bt Sham-
ita Yadav 6-3, 6-2; Ishwari Seth bt Kavya
Gupta 7-6(6), 4-6, 6-1; Gayatri Kum-
araiah bt Shrishti Dhanda 6-1, 6-1;
Shehnaz Singh bt Deepa Kumari 6-0,
6-0; Amreen Naaz bt Silky Sachdeva
4-6, 6-4, 6-2; Seerat Kaur Pannu bt
Nishtha Dudeja 6-0, 6-0; Priyangana
Seth bt Sudeshna Sen 6-0, 6-1; Anandi-
ta Mitra bt Stuti Tomar 6-3, 6-4.

Dahiya
overcomes Pun 

NEW DELHI: Amrinder Kaur
slammed in six goals while
Amandeep Kaur scored five as
the girls from Baba Zoravar
Singh Fateh Singh Sr. Sec.
School ran riot, thrashing
NCC Directorate, Delhi 23-1 in
its Super League match of the
Nehru Girls hockey tourna-
ment here on Monday.

The completely one-sided
Pool A match saw the Punjab
team dominate even as the op-
position struggled to put stick
to ball. Pavithra P.A. managed
to put in the lone consolation
goal for her team.

It wasn’t the only one-sided
match of the day, however,
with Rajwinder Kaur contin-

uing her scoring spree to help
Sri Guru Arjan Dev SSS, Tarn
Taran decimate Urmi School
& Hostel, Vadodara 13-0. Raj-
winder scored nine of those
goals.

The results: Pool C: Lallengvun-
ga High School, Mizoram 4 (Lalrem-
siami 2, R. Lalsangzwali, F.
Lalawmpwil) bt Krida Prabodhini,
Pune 1 (Akshata Dhekale); Pool A:
Baba Zoravar Singh Fateh Singh
SSS, Fatehgarh Sahib 23 (Amrinder
Kaur 6, Amandeep Kaur 5, Reet 4,
Navneet Kaur 3, Kajal 3, Mahima,
Gurleen Grewal) bt NCC Directorate,
Delhi 1 (Pavithra P. A.); Pool D: Sri
Guru Arjan Dev SSS, Tarn Taran 13
(Rajwinder Kaur 9, Rozy Bharti 4) bt
Urmi School & Hostel, Vadodara 0.

Amrinder scores six

ABU DHABI: Younis Khan is
poised to surpass Javed
Miandad as Pakistan’s great-
est Test match run scorer,
but refuses to be considered
the equal of a man he de-
scribes as a “legend and an
idol”.s

The 37-year-old needs just
19 more runs in the three-

Test series against England
starting on Tuesday to pass
Miandad’s tally of 8,832 runs
scored in 124 matches during
an illustrious career which
stretched from 1976 to 1993.

Younis has so far scored
8,814 runs in 101 Tests, with a
Pakistan record of 30 centu-
ries. — AFP

Younis poised to pass
Miandad’s run record 

BEIJING: India’s doubles world
No. 1 Sania Mirza has promised
to take a measured approach to
next year’s Olympics, promis-
ing “I’m not going to kill my-
self!” if she fails to bring home a
gold medal.

Excitement over the Rio de
Janeiro Games is already ramp-
ing up with high speculation
over who will team up with Sa-
nia as she seeks to win a rare
Olympic gold for India.

The 28-year-old said it would
be “amazing” to win Olympic
gold, but also stressed that it
wasn’t the only target in a sport
which has four Grand Slam
tournaments every year. — AFP

Sania to take
measured
approach to
Olympics



BEIJING: Restrooms here are
set to become the “fifth
space” besides family, work,
leisure and cyber space in
China, a media report said on
Monday.

The Beijing Environmental
Sanitation Engineering
Group says the restrooms will
be a multifunctional public
space, which will have Wi-Fi
coverage, an ATM, charging
devices for mobile phones
and electric vehicles, the Peo-
ple’s Daily reported.

Basic physical examin-
ation, such as measurement
of blood pressure and heart
rate and urine analysis, can
also be done, an official from
the group said. The restrooms
will provide special services
to seniors, the disabled and
the blind as well as parents
with babies, he said.

To guarantee the sanita-
tion of “the fifth space”, the
group will issue a new con-
struction and service stan-
dard for the public restroom

in November. With advanced
automatic cleaning equip-
ment, the sanitation of the
restroom will be improved,
the official added. — IANS

Not a restroom, it’s the ‘fifth space’

A public restroom in Beijing. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS
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SIDHARTH GETS FRODO’S RING

A
s a fan of the Lord Of The Rings
film series, actor Sidharth
Malhotra was thrilled to receive

Frodo Baggins’ ring from Oscar-
winning legend Richard Taylor, who
contributed to the trilogy’s costume,
make-up and visual effects
departments.
Of course, the ring wasn’t the original,
but it left Sidharth extremely excited.
“Thank u Sir Richard Taylor for
creating Lord of the rings and
@WetaWorkshop n for Frodos Ring,”

the Ek Villain actor, who has been appointed as New
Zealand’s tourism ambassador in India, posted on his
Instagram page.
Sidharth lightheartedly asked Taylor if the ring was the
original one. And Taylor joked that the actor could just tell
his friends and fans back home that it indeed was. On
Monday, Sidharth got a peek at the sets and props used in
the LOTR films at Weta Workshop in Welling in New
Zealand. — IANS

PRIYANKA WRAPS UP BAJIRAO

P
riyanka Chopra turned emotional as
she wrapped up the shooting of Sanjay
Leela Bhanasali’s period drama Bajirao

Mastani. “And it’s a Film wrap! Being a
part of #BajiraoMastani is a milestone

in my life! Thank u Sanjay Sir for
being a dream. Thank you Team. Left
a part of me behind,” Priyanka
tweeted. 
The actress shared a picture of her
flying from the filming location at
Wai in Maharashtra. “The
chopper takes off... Leaving
beautiful Wai and the unit that
spent a year making this
beautiful masterpiece with a
sad goodbye but a song in my

heart,” she captioned her
Instagram post. — PTI

T
V presenter Caroline Flack has
recently spilled the beans on her
rumoured romance with Prince

Harry. In her new autobiography, Storm
in a C Cup, the 35-year-old X Factor
host said she and the 31-year-old
royal got close after meeting
through a mutual pal. Flack said
they “did have a friendship” but it
ended quickly, People magazine
reported. Flack previously dated
singer Harry Styles. — ANI

THEATRE TO BUILD BONDS

M
ahesh Bhatt’s play
Milne Do will have a
cast of Indian and

Pakistani actors. The play,
which is an intense love story
between two culturally
crossed individuals during
times of hatred, will be
staged at the Shri Ram
Centre in New Delhi before it
travels to other cities of
India and Pakistan.
Laal, a Pakistani band, has composed the music and will
perform live during the play. The story is by Suhrita
Sengupta. — ANI

STAR TREK

COLOMBO: Cricket legend Sa-
chin Tendulkar visited Sri
Lanka first in 1993 to play a
three-match series.  Over the
next 17 years, he travelled
here to play several matches.

But, his current trip to Col-
ombo is “to play a different
match, a match against all
diseases caused by diar-
rhoea.”  

Sachin, donning the cap of
the UNICEF’s goodwill am-
bassador for south Asia, said
that it was not just an 11-
member squad but “entire Sri
Lanka is going to be involved
in the match.”

His “teammate” in this
match is cricketer Muttiah
Muralidharan or, in short,
Murali. Both teamed up to
launch a campaign, highlight-
ing the importance of hygiene
and sanitation in Sri Lanka, at
an event organised by the
UNICEF here on Monday.

Sachin recalled how his
mother had taught him the

importance of handwashing
in the early years of life. Mu-
rali said that rural areas in Sri
Lanka were better placed
than urban centres with re-
gard to the provision of toi-
lets. He called for the setting
up of more public toilets in
cities and tea plantations.

Seventeen per cent of

schools and 14 per cent of
households in Sri Lanka do
not have adequate sanitation
coverage. Sachin urged local
heroes and celebrities to pro-
mote the cause of sanitation.  

True to their passion for
the game, the cricketers
wound up the launch by play-
ing with children.

T. Ramakrishnan

Cricket legends Sachin Tendulkar and Muttiah
Muralitharan (right) demonstrate how to wash
hands in Colombo at a UNICEF campaign on
Monday. — PHOTO: AFP

SANITATION DRIVE

Sachin and Murali make a
clean sweep in Sri Lanka

Firstborns prone to myopia
Firstborn children run a greater risk of becoming
nearsighted later in life, compared to their siblings, a
study by Cardiff University says.

Tyler threatens Trump with lawsuit
Steven Tyler has said that he will take legal action against U.S.
Presidential candidate Donald Trump if Tyler’s band Aerosmith’s
hit song Dream On continues to be used in campaign rallies. 

OnePlus will make in India
Chinese mobile phone company OnePlus said it has
entered into an agreement with Foxconn Technology to
manufacture phones in India. 

LONDON: California-born
pianist Stephen Kovacevich,
who made his public debut at
the age of 11, has a lot to be
thankful for as he celebrates
his 75th birthday this week —
including being alive.

He and his former wife, the
virtuoso Martha Argerich,
will play piano duets at Lon-
don’s Wigmore Hall, a box
set of his recordings has been
reissued and, perhaps most
significantly, seven years
have now passed since he
suffered a near-fatal stroke.

“I’m incredibly lucky, I’ve
made a total recovery. That
isn’t everyone’s fate,” the af-
fable Kovacevich said in an
interview at his flat in north
London, where his Steinway
grand dominates one room
and a stereo dominates the
room below.

Pacemaker implant

Kovacevich has talked to
other interviewers about
how his medical emergency
began with a loss of some
ability in his left hand and
escalated with a loss of veloc-
ity in his right. It culminated
with his doctors in London
sending him a text message
saying he had to come in that
night for a pacemaker
implant.

A few days later, he had the
full-blown stroke, which ini-
tially left him unable to
speak.

“I thought, that’s it for me,
I’m going to be like this for
the rest of my life,” he said.
“But I could play, not fantas-
tically. And two weeks later I
played [Beethoven’s] Empe-
ror Concerto, not fantastical-

ly, but it was good.” So was it
that famous, if not scientif-
ically proven, notion that
musicians’ brains are wired
differently, that helped him
recover?

All Kovacevich knows is
that when he left hospital, a
specialist told him: “When
you go home, you turn the
key in your apartment, you
go to the piano and you start.”

“So there must be some-
thing about practising that
keeps the brain working ...
there probably is something,
it may be true,” he said.

Piano aficionados world-
wide will rejoice that Kova-
cevich made it — and keeps

going. The recording he
made of Beethoven’s chal-
lenging Diabelli Variations in
1968 after he triumphed with
it at a London recital is rated
one of the best — perhaps
rivalled only by one he made
some 40 years later, which
some critics rank even
higher.

“The second one is wild,”
Kovacevich said clearly rel-
ishing recent acclaim for his
later version.

Mind matters

What some of his admirers
may not realise is how hard it
has been for Kovacevich to
perform at all. As many per-

formers, he suffers from se-
vere — and unpredictable —
bouts of stage fright.

“There have been times
when I walked off” stage, Ko-
vacevich said, adding it had
happened only twice, years
ago, and he feels better able
to cope, having talked to a
sports psychologist.

“The coach takes care of
the tennis, but the sports
psychologist, I know one, and
he says, ‘My job is when the
person is taking a penalty I
get his mind to think it’s at
least a half-filled glass and
not a half empty glass’.”

“That helps,” Kovacevich
said. — Reuters

Kovacevich’s sublime musical dexterity
Near-fatal stroke, severe stage fright did not break his affair with the piano

MUSE AND THE MUSICIAN: Pianist Stephen Kovacevich reveals his magic in
Mumbai. — FILE PHOTO: PTI

MELBOURNE: Researchers have
created stretchable and elec-
trically conductive fibres that
can be braided and knitted us-
ing traditional techniques to
create garments that monitor
human movement.

The ability to arrange dif-
ferent types of fibres with pre-
determined spatial
organisation gives colour and
vibrancy to traditional textiles
and comfort to those who
wear them. By replacing con-
ventional fibres with those
that can conduct electricity,
researchers can allow for
monitoring of human move-
ment using garments and
storing the energy required to
power such a function. Re-
searchers of the Australian
Research Council Centre of

Excellence for Electromate-
rials Science (ACES) have cre-
ated new fibre structures and
used traditional knitting and
braiding techniques to intro-
duce both these capabilities in
wearable structures. A knitted
textile based on the polymeric
composite fibres, produced at
the Australian National Fab-
rication Facility, is highly sen-
sitive, stable and able to detect
a wide range of human
movement.

The team demonstrated a
working device with remote

sensing capabilities using a
knee sleeve prototype of the
fabric that “talks” to a com-
mercial wireless receiver.

These fibres are not only
stretchable but also conduct
electricity. This combination
of properties allows the fibres
to respond to body movement.

For energy storage, the ma-
terials that make up a battery
have been braided into appro-
priate arrangements to deliver
energy storage capabilities,
researchers said. 

“We are able to take funda-
mental advances in materials
science and engineering and
to realise wearable structures
for use in sports training and
rehabilitation applications,”
ACES Director Gordon Wal-
lace said. — PTI

‘Power’ dressing, literally
Electrically
conductive fibres help
create garments that
monitor movement

NEW YORK: In what could lead to
potential new ways of slowing
the pace of ageing in humans,
research have identified 238
genes that when removed from
living cells can extend their
life.

The 10-year study by scien-
tists at the Buck Institute for
Research on Aging and the
University of Washington was
conducted on yeast cells.

As many of these genes and
genetic pathways are found in
mammals, the researchers be-
lieve that if the same gene ed-
iting technique could be
replicated in humans, it could
help extend lifespan.

“This study looks at ageing
in the context of the whole ge-
nome and gives us a more com-
plete picture of what ageing is,”
said Brian Kennedy, lead au-
thor of the study and president
and chief executive officer of
the institute. 

The researchers examined
4,698 yeast strains, each with a
single gene deletion. 

To determine which strains
yielded an increased lifespan,
the researchers counted yeast
cells, logging how many daugh-
ter cells a mother produced be-
fore it stopped dividing.

Higher organisms

These efforts produced a
wealth of information about
how different genes, and their
associated pathways, modulate
ageing in yeast. 

A number of the age-extend-
ing genes the team identified
are also found in roundworms,
indicating these mechanisms
are conserved in higher
organisms.

The research was published
online in the journal Cell Me-
tabolism. — IANS

Now a genetic
brake on ageing

A new lullaby

A ‘lab assistant’ helps a man get into a hammock at Chronarium Sleep Lab, a public sleep
laboratory presented in an audiovisual environment by British group Loop.pH during the
Festival of Tech in Singapore on Monday. The installation, inspired by chronobiology or
biological rhythms, makes use of sound and artificial lighting to help the brain relax and
rest for 15 minutes. — PHOTO: REUTERS

PARIS: Foetuses burdened
with a crippling form of
brittle-bone disease will
receive stem-cell treatment
early next year in a
pioneering trial, British
hospitals participating in
the study said on Monday.

Stem cells will be injected
into the foetuses to help
strengthen bones so frail
they may break before birth,
the researchers said, and
into stricken babies to
compare the results.

Children with severe
forms of the condition,
called osteogenesis
imperfecta, suffer repeated
fractures throughout the
skeleton, leading to painful
disability and, in some
cases, death in early infancy.

The symptoms include
brittle teeth, hearing loss,
and breathing difficulties
due to malformed rib cages.
There is no cure.

Genetic in origin, brittle-
bone disease affects about
one in 25,000 people of
European descent. 

The condition is caused
by a defect in a gene that
produces collagen, a fibre-

like protein crucial for
strengthening bone, much
in the way steel rods
reinforce concrete.

The trials, coordinated by
the Karolinska Institute in
Sweden where the stem-cell
treatment was developed,
will involve a group of
foetuses and a group of
babies.

Collagen levels

Each group will receive
injections of stem cells
specialised in boosting
collagen levels in infants’
growing bones.

Stem cells are primitive
cells which, as they grow,
differentiate into the
various specialised cells
that make up the different
organs — the brain, the
heart, the kidney, and so on.

The approach had already
been tested on a handful of

young children suffering
from brittle-bone disease,
with encouraging results,
said the Karolinska
Institute’s Cecilia
Gotherstrom.

“But we believe that we
can improve the treatment
for other patients by
administering it to the
foetus and again in repeated
doses during the child’s first
years of life,” she said in a
statement.

A dozen research
institutes, hospitals and
pharmaceutical companies
across Europe are
participating in the trial.

Lyn Chitty of the Great
Ormond Street Hospital for
children in London will
conduct genetic testing of
women at high risk of
carrying children with the
disease, to find subjects for
the trial.

“If successful, this project
may be one of the first to
show that certain
conditions can begin to be
treated prior to birth,
leading to better outcomes
for the child,” according to
the hospital. — AFP

Stem-cell therapy for foetuses
to fight brittle-bone disease

Children with
osteogenesis
imperfecta suffer
repeated fractures
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CAROLINE ON HER ROYAL ROMANCE

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO:
More U.S. cities are recognis-
ing Native Americans on Co-
lumbus Day this year as they
revive a movement to change
the name of the holiday to
celebrate the history and con-
tributions of indigenous cul-
tures around the country. 

As the U.S. observes Co-
lumbus Day on Monday, it
will also be Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Day in at least nine cities
for the first time this year,
including Albuquerque, New
Mexico; Portland, Oregon; St.
Paul, Minnesota; and Olym-
pia, Washington state. 

Native American activists
have made a push in dozens of
cities in recent months to get
local leaders to officially rec-
ognize the second Monday of
October as Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Day. 

The campaigns say the fed-
eral holiday honouring Chris-
topher Columbus and the
parades and pageantry ac-
companying it overlook a
painful history of colonial-
ism, enslavement, discrimi-
nation and land grabs that
followed the Italian explor-

er’s 1492 arrival in the Amer-
icas. 

The indigenous holiday
takes into account the history
and contributions of Native
Americans for a more accu-
rate historical record, activ-
ists have argued. — AP

More U.S. cities recognise 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day

A dance during a “pow-
wow” celebrating the
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
in New York. — PHOTO:

REUTERS


