





































































































and  Panzergrenadier  divisional  anti-tank
battalions and many on Panzer divisional staffs
wore the M1940 black ficld cap; M1954, M1936 or
M1942 field jacket and trousers, with grey shirt,
black e and black Jace-up shoes, oy marching
boots  for Armoured Engineer companies.
(Against regulations some general oflicers in
Panzer divisions wore the special black uniform
with the Alt-Larisch collar-patches, sometimes even
adding red trouser pipings and stripes.)

A black wool version of the M 1942 other ranks’
field cap saw limited issue. All sidecaps were
supcrseded from 11 June 1943 by the black wool
version of the M1943 peaked field cap, but the
peak gor in the way when using the oprical
equipment inside an armoured fighting vehicle:
those who had them often preferred 1o keep the
old sidecaps, and this was widely tolerated. Against
regulations many officers and senior NCOs also
preferred the field-grey officers” M1935 peaked
service cap, M1934 ‘old style’ peaked field cap, or
the other ranks’ M1935 peaked service cap.

Armoured vehicle crews and mechanics and
Armoured Artllery and Rocker-Launcher crews
were issued cotton one-piece overalls in mousegrey, field-grey, offwhite,
light brown or reed-green. Panzer crews sometimes dyed these black,
and some crews on the ltalian Front had them privately manufactured in
Italian camouflage pattern. Crews of armoured car companies wore the
MI1941 Panzer denim uniform in reed-green herringbone mwill or in
white or mousc-grey cotton as a fatigue and sumimer field uniform.

The MI942 Panzer deninm uniform in reed-green or light grey HBT
was issued for all armoured vehicle crews, incuding Assaule Avtillery
crews and mechanics. It comprised a loose-fitting jacket with a large left
breast pocket with buttoned scalloped flap, with two parallel rows of five
concealed burtons on the right side; rhese allowed adjustment so that it
could be worn over the black or field-grey uniform in cold weather, or
alone in hot weather. The rousers had a large left thigh pocker. This
uniform was also privately acquired in splinter, marsh and I[talian M1929
forest-pattern camouflage material,

See MAA 330, The Geonan Army 193945 (4), for more detailed
descriptions of these uniforms and their insignia worn on them,

Special field-grey uniform and insignia

Eleven categories of troops serving on the Western and Italian Fronis in
armoured vehicles but notwearing the black Panzer uniform were issucd
the special field-grey uniform. These were Assault Artillery; Armoured
Artillery with Wespe and Hummel sell-propelled guns: army motorised
Anti-Aircraft  baualions; Armoured Engincers; Armourcd Trains;
Anti-Tank and Infantry Gun companies on hall-mracks in infanory and
Panzergrenadier units; Panvergrenadier battalions on half-tracks;
Armoured Rocket-Launcher bateries; towed and  sell-propelled
Anti-Tank unis ininfantey, vifle or monniain divisions or Armv or Corps

This Oberst commanding a
Panzer regiment in llaly, 1944,
wears the olive M1940 tropical
field cap; the eagle insignia is
woven in light bluish-grey on
rust-brown, and a chevron of
pink Waffenfarbe (officlally
discontinued from 8 September
1242) encloses the national
cockade, also on a rust-brown
patch. The olive M1940 tropical
tunlc bears the all-ranks collar
patches and breast eagle, in light
bluish-grey on rust-brown. On
the lower lapel he has added the
aluminium skulls from the collar
patches of his special black
uniform ~ a practice first seen in
North Africa, The M19240 light
ollve tie is worm with a
non-regulation dark shirl. His
decorations include the lron
Cross st Class and German
Cross in Gold, a Wound Badge
and an unidentified foreign
cross. {Brian Davis)
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