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TITLE PAGE ILLUSTRATION Hisilier-Bataillon 34, the

reconnaissance unit of Inranterie-Dlvlslon 34 In northern

Italy, was the only unit serving In the West enlltled to wear

the bronze 'dragoon ea9le' or 'Schwedter-Adler' tradition

badge on the rront or the cap in memory of the old 1st

Brandenburg Dragoons. This Gerrelter surrendering to a

British tank unit in May 1945 wears the M1943 field tunic

with M1940 collar patches and M1938 dark green shoulder

straps and breast eagle. Interesllngly, above his M1936 rank

chevrons he displays the helmsman's qualification badge

awarded 10 assault boat pilots. (Brian Davis)
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GERMAN ARMY 1939-45 (5)
WESTERN FRONT 1943-45

THE CONTEXT OF THE
WESTERN FRONT 1943-1945

An olrerladen but determined

Infantryman trudges through

woodland in Belgium, September

1944. He has attached foliage to

his helmet, and Direr his field

uniform and equipment he wears

his Zoltbahn 31 trlangular

camouflaged shelter-quarter, He

carries a Mf943 'Panzerfausl

Klein' anti-tank grenade-launcher

and a box 01 warheads as well as

his Karablner 98k rifle and a

M1924 stick grenade. (Author's

collectionl

The High Command of the Army and Wehrmacht
The t~<Tlllan /\.1 rtlt'd Forces (Welmnaclll) consisted of the ,\rrm' (Heer),
~a\} (Kricgsmarinc) and Air Force (LuttwalTe) unclel' Chief of the
Armed Forces TIigh Command (Chef des Oberkornmandos c1er
\Vehrmadlt - OKW) Gf1\'l \\"jlhclIn Keitel. The \\"affen-SS, ollicially
establislwd in ;\ovemher 19~~0 under Reichsfiihl'cT-SS Heinrich II immler,
was an indcpendt'n1 arm, hut its field units npcr,\led under Army
colTtmand. There \\'ere also paramilitary l.InilS in the Police (Polizei).
Border Guards (Zollgrenzschlllz), Stonntruopers (Sf\), National Socialist
\Ioror Corps (~SKK), Slate Labol11 Service (RAD), Toelt Llbour
Organization (OT), and ["!'Om 2:) September 1944 the German Horne
Guard (DeuL~cher Volbstlllm); and Illese all pn)\'ided the Army with
scratch units 10 defend western Germany from Ooober 1944""

,\dolf Hitler, as Fiihrer and head of the German g'overnmel1l since ~~O

January 193:1, had appointed himself Supreme Commander of thc
Armed Furn:,s (Obersler Befehbhaber del' Wchrmacht) on 4 Febntal)'
19:~H nud Chief of the ,-\rmy Hif4h COlllmand (Obnbdehlshaber des
Hccres - OKI--l) on 19 December 1941. Hitler was essenlially an armchair
strategis1 who believed that his militclry expniellce in the ranks of the
infantry during- rhe Greal War, combined with his polilical vision,
qualified him as a g-if'ted lield commander, Accordinglv he increasingly
ig"nored the ineffective Keitel. alld bypassed thret> successivc Ann)' Chief"
ofStafT - Cen del' Inf.(later GenObst) Kurt Zeit:zler (24 September 1942
10 21.July 1<)44); GenObstHcinz Guderian (ulllil 28 .\larcb 1945), and
Gen del' llll'. Ham Krebs - with prcdinahly disastrous rcsults, On 30
j\pril 1~)45 Hitler committed suicide, and on I ~.Jay josel' Cocbbels
I)(:'came prime mi 11 isler (R('ich,~kanzln),appoinli ng Admiral of the Fleet
KArl Diiniv as prt:sidenL before himself committing sllicirle. On 7 ;....fay
fYmi1.7 ordered Kcite1to sign the Ullconditional snrrender of all German
forccs to the \-\'eslern ;\llics at Rhcims, eastern France,

Hitler encouragerl rivalry alld demarcatiull disputes in duplicated
political and military institutions in order to foreslall challenges 1.0 his
authorily. He appointcd the OI,\\, to adminisrer Franc(', Belgium, Lhe
l\c1herlands, Denmark, l\orway aile! Italy, Ic'(]ving eastern E11rolx' and
the B,dkans to lilt· OIO-1. This ga\'t' Army general;; in the West even less
power rhan in the East, ,\ situation compounded hy Hiller's
detnlllination to marg"jnalise 1.1)(-' OKH, especially antr The failed
'\r1lly-inspired 'Bomb Plot' of20July 1944,

From 2~ .\pril J94:'1 the OK\\" Operations Stalf under GcnObsl Alfred
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the war, with D()nitz controlling- troops in
northern Germany and Luftwaffe GF~'1 Albert
Kesselring those in southern Germany, Austria
and Northern It.aly, thus effixt.iveIy excluding the
OKI-I from control over iLs own troops - though
~iven the chaotic condit.ions of the last couple 01

weeks of hosti lities., th is had lillie pracrical cl}"eet .
The A..rrny was composed of the Field Army

(Feldheer) on aClive service oLlLsidc Germany;
alld the ReplaLt~lJlent A.rIllY (ErsatzlH::tT), from
July 1944 under Himmler's SS command,
increa.singly training replacelllellls for field units
in occupied territories. The i-\nny decreasedl'rom
a peak of6,550.000 to 5,:)00.000 by May 1945, with
a further HOO.OOO in the Waflel1-..';S.

Since 26 OCtober 1940 German Army troops in
occupied France - from 27 ='JOVCfll bel' 1942
including the fonner Vichv 1.0ne - Belgium and the
Netherlands callie under \VesttTn High Command
(OberbefehLshaber West) in P,uis, also called Ann)'
Group 0 (Heeresg-ruppe 0). This command I,'as
initiallv held bv Gn'I Emin. von Witzleben; from 15, ;

.\Iarch 1942 by GFM Gcrd \'on Rund<;redt; from 2
July 1944 unrjl his an-est ,LS a conspirator in the
Bomb Plot by GF~I Gunther \'On Kluge; from 1[,

AuglL<;t 1944 by Gn'l Walter ~'[odel; and from [)
September 1944 by VOll Rumbtedt again. Westem
Hig-h Command controlled Army Groups B ,uld G.

hal)' came under the 2nd Air Fleet (LlIftf]orle
2). later redesignated Southern High Command
(Oberbefehlshaber SI~ld) and from 26 NOYClllblT 1943 ArlllY
South-Western High COlllmand, under Luftwaffe GF:\1 Albert Kesselring,
comrolling Army Croup C and, hl;efly, Army Group B.A.<; rhe \Vestern
and Italian Fronts merged, \\'e~tern and South-\\'esten1 High Command
wcre combined on 22 April 1945 as Southern High COlllmand, uuder
Kesselring. The OKW administered the :\etherlands, Oelllnark and
l\orway direnly through t.he Armed Force~ Commands
(Wehrmachtbefehlshaber). On II :'-Jol'ember 1944 Netherlands Armed
Forces Command became Army Group H; and on 7 April (1)4:'1

l\onh-\Veslern High Command, under GenUbst Johanne~ Blaskowitz.
and li'om 15 April 1945 Gn-I Ernst Busch.

The strategy
Gt:rmany's victories ['rom September 19:',Y lO F(:'bruM) 19·1:) 11,1<1 been
achieved by experienced generals free to apply 'Blitzkl'ieg' lactics', I,'jlh
concentr,ilions of tanks, l1l(lloriscd infanr.J'y and LlIftl,"<tffe grollnd-allack
aircraft brcaking through weak points in the cnemy lim's and dl':;troyin~

the enemy's command centres, whill' 'Decisin' .\Ianoeu\Te' used infallll-y
to trap the enemy and destroy them in isolated pockets.

Following the f~\1I of France, the decision lo postpone uw invasioll of
4 Creat Brit.ain indefinitely, ancl his sclf·appointlllL'llt as SUprl'lll<: field

HIGH! A carefully-posed

propa9anda photograph Int"nd~d

to reassure lhe German public

that the strong, confident

German soldier would

successfully resist any Allied

Invasion. This Infantryman wears

the M1942 helmet with a foliage

net, and the M1935 field lunic

with dark 9reen collar bearing

standard M1938 patches; he

carries lato-war green varnished

steel 7,92mm link for his

sectlon's MG34 or MG42 light

machine gun. (Aulhor's

collection)



LEFT Although never promoted

to Generalfeldmarschall,

GcnObst Alfred Jodi, Chief of the

OKW Operations Slarr and the

conduit of communication

between all field commanders

and the Fuhrer, was effectively

the most powerful officer In the

Wehrmachl. Here he wears the

standard Mt935 officer's service

dress. His service cap has

general officer's gold crown and

band pipings, bultons and chin

cords, and the gilded aluminium

eagle and wreath Insignia

Introduced from 16 November

1942, His feldgrau tunic, with the

collar in dark bluish-green facing

cloth, has gold buttons, a gold

thread breast eagle, general

officer's shoulder boa rds in gold

and silver cord on bright red

underlay, and gold on bright red

Alt-Larlsch collar patches. In his

button hole he displays the

ribbon of the 1g 14 I ron Cross

2nd Class with the 1939 clasp

marking a subsequent World War

II award; a similar clasp, with the

same significance, Is worn on his

left breast pocket above th"

1914 Iron Cross 1st Class,

(ECPA)

commander, Hitler had these tactics discontinued in favour of static
(!l·feI1Cl:- of fortified lines - essentiallv the raclics h<.: Iwd observed as a
runner at the command post of Bavarian Res..rve Infantr} Rcgiment
No, 16 on the Western From dl1rin~ the Great \Val".

On ~? ylarc!J 1942 Hitler ordered the OT to build the 'Atlanric
Ramparr.' (,\Tlanr-ikwall), a slTies offOrLified seaport 'fortr<.:sscs' intended
1.0 form a continuollS line along the Dutch, Belp;ian and French Atlantic
coasr.~ ;IS far as the Spanish border (and on the Channel Islands). Thcsc
were (onneclcd by concrete coastal artiller}' positions and pillboxes, I;\nk
obstacles. 1l1indj..ld,~ and harbed \\'ire, TO prevent Ihe expected Anglo­
American seahorne landings and allow German forces to concenll-a'.e 011

rhe East('m and ~onh African campaigns, The i\rlantikwall was guarded
by sIalic infantry di\isions with some Panzer divisions in mobil.. reserve;
but by Junt' 1944 (he foniflcaliom were Slill incompletc, and lht' gar­
risolls had been stripped of manpower and ranks to provide
replact-'mcnts for the E,L'itern Front.

Hitler had relUCTantly assigned the 'old warhorse' GF\f Gerd von
Rund'itedl to defend France, Belgium and the :"elherlands; but
then frllStrated this experienced field commander by ig-noring his
pleas rhat the Allies would land in :"ormandy, insiSting- ,hat they
would land at Calais or 011 the DlIlch c()a~t and consl"quenrly
misdirecting- vital rei nforu?mel1ls. Hitler also insisted until \1ay J945 on
ll1;limainillg a large g-arTison in Norway, where he erroneollsly expected
a landin~,

[n June 1944 the mi 11 imal inralllry screen fought doggedly TO defend
the i\ormanclv beaclws, bill valuable hours and days were Imt while his
g:enerals aTtempted to com'ince a dithering Hitler. remote from the
battlefield. To commit armoured reserves again~l the bridgehead,
Thcreaftcr Cf.\! Walter ~fodel, perhaps the most gifLed German field
commander aftcr Rommel (but pre\'l~l1led by Hitler, and Allicd
armoured and air superiority, from deploying Blitzkrieg or Decisi\'e
\Ianot::'uvre tactic'i), conducled ;\ masterful fig-hring retreat LInder
conSl<)JJ[ daytintc malliings from Allied ground-attack aircraft. Hider,
wasted reinf()rcCmL'nLs by insisting on defcnding every inch of ground
and refusing t<\Clical ",irhrlrawals to secure ddcnsin:: lines; and
increasing-Iy relied on the Waffen-5S to slifren Army units,

Hitler's ilhislence, on '.he gTounds of sustaining morale, on the
r..consliullion of all destroyed and depleted units actually created a
decepti\dy larg:e order of battle on paper, containing nominal divisiom
of (mly brigade or nen regimental strength_ His foolhardy g-amhle in
counlerattacking wcstwards in The Ardennes offensive in December 1~44

squandered RUllllstcdt's best lroops; hut the depleted forces defended
the western German border energ-nically, onl~' collapsing in late March
I!)4;) when ddeat \,'as clearly ine\'ilahle.

Hitler's fear of losing Italy was so great thaI the Italian Front
commander Luftwaffe GFM Alhen Kesselring was allocated good quality
Army and Luftwaffe gTOtllld units. He conducted a dogged fighting
withdrawal northwards across Italy's easily defensible rivers and
moun L-'1i ns \.Intil a g-encral collapse in Ap.-il 1945. This ensured Ihat Ihe
Italian campaign, which \VinsLOn Churchill had believed would hasten
Germany's defeat, remained a comparative 'sideshow', diverting valll<lhle
Allif'r1 ITinfnrcemc-'IlIS from rlw \Ve.sTt'rn FronT. 5
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A Panzergrenadler sniper in

France, carrying a Karabiner 98k

fitted with a turret-mounted

'scope sight; he has pulled a

helmet follago net Oller his face.

Ho wears the M1940 Oeld tunic

with re/dgrau collar and collar

patches - much less visible than

the M1935 collar and 1'011938

patches - and feldgrau M1940

shoulder strops piped In the

9rass-green Waffenfarbe of his

branch of service. (Friedrich

Hernnann)

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ARMY UNITS

The C(-'rman arlllY on the \Vestern Front in 1943-4!", I\'~LS organi"ed into
LI\'o.laLcr thr(-'(-'.'\rrny GrollpS, with ,1 fourth in ]taly; these cumprised one
PaIl.le! ami eight inf~nllr\' A,nnit's. the Liglll-i<m Italo-Ccrman Reinforced
i\nny, and a Rein!(lrced Corps (Armeeabteihmg - ~tClllalIy an Arm)'
without AnllY HQ troups). These were supported by 1st Luftwaffe
Airborne A.rI11)' and 6th 55 r\.rmourerl Army, with Rep!accmeIll Army
units brid1y organised into the Lpper Rhine Army Croup
(Heeresgrllppe Oberrhein) and Blull1entriu Army. Each Army
controlled l\\'() lO five inl~lntl\' Corps; 110 CII',tlry, mouOl<\in or res(-'rve
curps sen'cd ou these l"rol1b.

Infantry Divisions
The infanlry divisiol1 rt'lilailled the backbolle of the Genll<t!l <inn)' alH!,
from Septemlwr 19:19 to March 1945 di\'i.,jons wcre organised aC(:ordin~

to 35 particular establishments, (-'ach designated a 'wan" (Welle). The
diYisiunal aud establishment number giv(-'s a g-eneral illdicalion of the
size and qllalitv of' manpower and firepower, the hif~her th(-' wave and
'holl~e-Illlmber' the smaller the division, alld the IOI\'er the qualit), of the
troops, weapons alld equipment.

Waves 1-20, ill the 19:14~JuIy 1~)42 period (1-309, 702-7 J9 divisional
series) were org-aniscd as M 19:~9 Divisions, with stcady reductions in the
1l11111btT of' tlOopS (from 17,734 to 11.246). From 20 5eptelnbcr 1942
onwards 12 'static' (boden.\l(indig) inCm try divisions. llllillbered 242-:>'
264-6, 326 and ~)4:}-B, were formed oUl,iele the 'W,[I'!:" sy.~(em to guard the
Allanlikwall. Each of these har! nvo, later SOI1JetillleS three fOrlress ur
infanlry re:;irnetlls, each with two or three battalions, llsually totalling six
battaliuns imtead uf the normal nine. These were oldtT. less well-trained
Lroops, with minimalmotorisatioll and reduced firepower,

Losses un the Eastern Front forced/vII 9:19 Dil'isioIlS in the West to be
reorganised as - and for dil'isiuns in Waves 2t-2H (52-2:n divisional seri(-'s
and named divisiolls) rrom ?'\ovcrnber 19'13 to July 194'1 tu be f(>rIlled as
- 1'.11044 Divisions. The Ivl1944 Infantr\' Dlvisioll bad 12,7n nWl1 in
three l\'!1944 infantry reg-ill1enls. c,lLh with an ,lllli-lank cOlllpany,
inbntry gUll company anu lWO infallll)' haualions. Six divisional suppon
unils comprised ,Ill artillery re1!;illlem, Fl"lsilier hicycle recoTlllaissance,
field replacement (Fcldersat.7.), anti-lank, engineer and signals
battaliuns, Divisional services nmsi.';lcd of horsedrawn and rllolOrised
transport coluITlns, a medical com pall)'. field hospital, veterinary
(UITJpany, military police troop and field post office. Five of these
divisions (59, 64, 226. 232, 2:n) were sIalic units f()r the Western and
1L.alian FrulHs.

Foll()\\1ng- tl1t' Bumb Plot u[ 20 July 1944, Hitler from 26 August 1044
designated 54 nell' and reurganised divisions raised from July to Aug1LSt
1944 in Wail's 29-32, ,llId many rccOllsUllllecl dillsions (6..;)():~ and 708
divisional series and named dilisions). a.s Peuple\ Grenadier Dil'isions
(Vulksgrenarlierdi\1Siollell), These "'CIT intended Lo prOl~de politically
reli,tble infantry under Himmlcr's direct command, and would
eventually n:prescnt the bulk or the infantry on the \Vestcn1 From. \\'ith a
nominal strenglll of IO,On, tbe People's Crenadier Di\'ision - either a
reorg,mised combat-weary formation, or a new formation raised froITl



convalescent wounded and untrained recruits - was
organised like a M 1944 Infaml)' Di\'ision but with a
fllsilier company instead of a battalion, ,,~th ]8%
less manpower and 16% less firepower. Quality
\-alled from rcasouably good to wholly inadequaTe.

On 10 Dect'l11bl'l' 1944 all existing infantry
divisions, ,md those formed ill Waves :)?,.... ;,:'>
("J8-71 Gdivisiollal series and named divisions), six
of which were Volksgrenadierdi\'isionen, were
reorgan isecl as \11945 Divisions, An M 1945
infantry division had 11,909 men; di\'isional
services were reorganised as a supply regi11lt'1ll
(Versor~ullh,,;rq~illwnt) with a motor transport
company, rwo horscdrawn lransport companies,
an ordnance company and ,) mechanical repair
platoon; administration, medical ancl veterinary
companies, a miliwry police troop and licld POSl

office. III ~Iar(h 1945 manpower was further
reduced to 11,370, bUT it is doublflll whether any
division no\\' conformed to oHicial establishment
~o late in the war. Some c1i\i.~ions haMily formed in
spring ]945 were assigned a name I-ather Than the
usual numher.

The Cennans \\'tTe panicularly sllccessful at
forming in the field small unit remnanrs alld
indi\'ic1llal stragglers inw temporal")' 'baule
groups' (Kamp(~rllppen), Wilh no fixed
organisation and named after their commanders, [Of particular
missions, Similarly, larger asset.; were sometime.~ a"'semhlecl as a\'aibble
into a 'divisional stall for special employment' (Di\ision Zlll' hesoncleren
Verwendung - zbV) lacking a conventional divisional organis;lTion.

from Octoher 19:19 each military district (Wehrkreis) raised several
depot divisions 10 train Field A.rmy depot (ErsalZ) units in Germal1~'.

Each numbeH'd depot division was organised as a M 19~9 infantry
di\·ision; and from autunm ]944 they were increasingl~' deployed as field
units to defend wrrilOIY close to or wiThin the German horder - e.g. the
deployment of IHOth and ]90th Depot Divisions at Arnhem in
September 194·t. In Octoher 1942 man>' depot divisions weft'
redesignated Reserve Di\'isions (141-188 series), each 1G,OOO strong, and
deployed as static garri.son units in the occupied territories, On
o October 1944, with \irtually all uccupit"d terri lory recaptured by Ihe
Allies, Reserve Divisions \l'cre redesignated Infanlry Di\isions, as were
Training Divisions (Feldausbilclungs-Divisionen), each with 16,000
recruits undergoing advanced combat training and awaiting posting to
front linc \1niL~.

Three mOlln Lain infantry divisions (2, 6, 7) ~er\'t~d in \iorway and
four (2. :J, R, 1:')7) on the Western and Italian Fronts. The M1939
\lountain Di\'ision with 1:1,0:'>6 men was organised like the j'v119:~9

Infantry Division but with two mountain regilllen1~ and
mO\1nlain-{~quipped support uniL~ and ser\'ices; whilst a I3,OOO-strong
\11942 Rifle Oager) Division had lightly anned mobile inlailTrv. No
St::cnrir}' Divi~i(llls servcd nn rlw \"'e~lern or Irali::lll FnHHs.

Generalfeldmarschall Gerd von

Rundstedt, commanding German

forces In France, Belgium and the

Netherlands In June 1944. He

was the only serving officer

holding a tradltlonal appointment

as Chef or 'Colonel of the

Regiment', in his case of the 18th

Infantry, which he commanded In

1925-26. He thus wears a unique

uniform combining insignia of his

rank and his honorary

appointment. The eight-buttoned

M 1920 officer's field tunic has

gold buttons and breast cagle for

general's rank; the front piping

prescribed for general otrlcers In

1927 is here white for Infantry.

His field-marshal's shoulder

boards have a while underlay,

and bear both the crossed batons

of rank and the regimental

numerals '18'. The M1935

officer's collar patches have

silver thread 'guards braids'

(Utzen' on an Infantry white

background. He wears the

Knight's Cross with Oakleaves

and Swords at his throat. (ECPAj
7
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Normandy, June 1944: the

three-man crew of a

camouflaged 7.5cm

Panzerabwehrkanone 40 U46

gun 01 a divis lonal anti-tank

battalion. They wear a molloy

selection of field tunics,

marching boots and ankle boots;

the contre and right soldiers

seem to have lollage straps

hooked to helmets showing light

blotches of camouflage paint.

The man at left Is armed with a

MP40, Ihe centre man with a

Luge r in a hard-shell holster, and

Ihe Gefreiter at right has M 1911

rifle ammunition pouches and an

84/98 bayonet on his belt.

Although lhey seem to be in light

field equlpmenl it is Interesting

I that they retaIn the M1!l30 gas

mask canister, complete with

strapped-on anti-gas cape.

IFriedrlch Herrmann)

Armoured formations and units
On 23 .J lIl\C 1943 the motori~ed infantry di\;sion 'Kas rcdesignatt'd
~vI 19n Alllloured Illnllltry Division (Panze grena<lieH1j\isiofl). Thi,.;, was
14,738 strong with lwo lllOtoriscd infantry re,gimli'I)L~ nnd one Panzer
batt,ilion; seven divisional SUppOrl units - mOlori:sed artilkry rcp;ill1~nt,

field replacement. anmlured reconn<lissance. anti~rank. motorherl.
ami-aircraft. ll1otorised engineer and motorist'ds~gnals hatlali~lI1:". plus
divisional services, From 20 September I944 it wa.~ rc rg'aniwd (1.8 'the
\11944 Armoured Infantry Division, with (iBO fc1\' t- SllPP0!'l 1H:'r:~Oilnel

and Ies~ equipment hUl incre,v,ed firepower; th(;' lI1otorls(:'d in'l;tnlfY
regimcms \\'CIT redt'sign,\lcd a~ Panzcrgrenadicr regimellls,

Only six arm)' Panzer Divi ....ions were availahle to fight om ilI'le Wcsocrn
Front and 1wo in It,ll)'. On 24 September 1943 all I5,60(>-~lrong: ~,n941

Panzer Di\'i~ions wcre rcorg'lni~cd as .'vi 1944 PanzClr 'Dlvisions ~\'ith

14.727 mcn, The est,lblishnwnt \\,,\S one lwo-balla1ion lank b"e~imen!., of
,,'hirh the 1st Battalion often rcu·'iH'd PzKpl\\' V PCln'trw!'s '"hil,,~ i[}1C 2nd
retained the PzKph\ IV; ~"o two-battalion motoriscd PanzergTt'natlier
regiments. each of \I'hich h,td one baltalion equipped with annollred
half-tracks; SCH'll cli\'isiollal support units - an armoured artillery
regiment, field replacell1ent. moturisecl anti-aircraft, arIllolllTd
reconnaissance. arnlollred <lIlli-lank, ,Irmoured eng;incer and armoured
signals battalions; and di\'isional servin"s.

This organisation COllct',lIed the bet thaI the number of tank.s had
steadily declined frolll 32H per di\ision in September 1939 to 165 in
1943. In pranict' mcchanictl breakdowns, short<lgCS of spare pans,
combat losses, non-arrival of replacements under skies ruled by Allied
fighter-bombers, and equipment ;lb,uH..Ioned when relre<ttinp; across the
Seine forced (;1'1\,1 Modt'l to reporL in Seplember J944 only live to len
~er'\'ict'ab[e tanks per divisioll - which, altho\l~h laler gn.:'atly improved,
rCH:aled a cataslrophic siluation which was \.-inllally i~nored by Hiller.

On 24 \Iarch 194.:) all Pam:er and Panzergrenadit"r divisions were
ordercd reorganised as r\'1194."J Panzer Divisions, with purdy defensive
capability and oilly :y4 tanks; but it isulllikely that any divisiollS wnc thus
organised so late in lhe \I'al~ Theore:-tically the I [,422·strong M 1945
Panzer Di\'ision ,,'ollld ha\'(:: had a lllixed annoured regiment with

one tank battalion and one
half-track Panzergrenadicr
battalion; two motorised
Panzergrellaclier regiments;
and support units and
sen,ices as before,

Gennan armour was SllP­
ported h>' assault artillery
baualiollS allocaled to Army
HQ,s: on 25 Febru<ll)' 1944
these wtTe redesignated
as brig<ldes. Each had
lhret' batteries of 10-14 self­
propelled gUlls. Panzcr
and Panzcrgrenadier div·
isions had army ami-aircrdft
battalions, each \1'iLl) ~\'()



North-east France, August 1944:

an Obergelreiter of Engineers

prepares a charge. He wears the

second pattern of camouflage

cover - note Its distinctive

loliage loops - drawstringed to

his helmet, in Zeltbahn 3t

splinter-pattern. The M1935

tunic bears M1940 rank

chevrons, with field-grey backing

instead or the earlier dark green.

(Author's c:oll('clion)

A group or prisoners caplured in

Normandy, 12 June 1944. The

Obergefreitcr (left) is wearing the

M1943 peaked field cap and

M1940 lIeld tunic; (far right) one

Soldier retains the old M1934

field cap; and (second right) nolr.

the M t 943 hooded smock In

",arsh-pattern camOUflage, as

Issued to snipers. (Brian Davis)

baueries of RRmm nil'll-purpose guns - deva~talillg when used in the
groulld role - and two 20mm light <lnli-aircraft balteries. On I \Iarch
1944 rockel-launcher rcgirm'nls were gronpcd into hrigades; fi'om
Seplt:'l11her 19~·1 these came under I-limmler's nominal command as
'People's Rockel. Llllncher Brigade.s·, tell of which foughl in lhe
Ardennes o(li"nsivt'.

Elite divisions
Of the six l'lilc army divisions formed during World \\"',r II all excepl the
GroBdclIL.schland di"isions serycd, albeit oftell hrieny, on the \Vesterrl
Fronl <lner .June 1940. On I .June 19'n the 44lh Infantry Division W,b

redesignated th e Imperial Cre nadi~'r Di\'isioll (Reicllsgrcnadier­
Division) Hoell- und Deurschll1cistcl', encouraging continued AuslliCln
loyalty to llw R("ich hy stressing Imperial Ausu'ian mililarv tradiljol1s; it
seryed from AUgllsl 19'4?10 :'\ovember 1944 in Italy. On 20JllJle 19·13 the
Panzergrenadier Division Feldherrnhalle was formed from SA
(St lIrmabreilung') volunteers; 106lh Pallzer Brigade Feldherrn halle
fought on the \"'estern From from AlIgnsl. 1944, Some 224 men of the
Brandenbnrg commandos \,'ere formed into the Stielall Group and sent
hehind Allied lines as !J6 four-man learns in l.!S Army lIllif<>rlllS as
sabotellrs during the Arnel1ncs offcnsin' in !kn:ml)l'r 1~H4; 72 soldiers
were captured and shot as spies. The Fiihrer Infal1lry Brigade (Fiihrer­
Crenadin-Brigade) and Flih reI' F.sco!l nrig-,lde (Fi.lh rer-l3egleil-13rigadc)
participaled in the final stages of rhe A.rdellnes fighting inJllluary 1~)4t).

Non-Army formations
On I .\.'ovcmber 194:1, tlw 14 surviving LlIft.waOt: field di"isiolls were

transf<'Tred to I.he I-leer and rcor'ganised as ;..[ 194,j iJ If<ll1lry divisions with
'Rifle (1,) Regimcnl.~', support llnits and services. On paper 14 Luft,,'afl'e
Airborne Divisiolls - some of these 'Green Devils' being gCJwrall~'

c()nsider<~d 'llliong the best German units of lhe war - wen: formed, of
which ninc (2, ?, ;1-H, II, 20. Ernll1ann) supponed Ihe army 011 The
\-\'estern Fronl and two (1,4) on the [lalian Front. The elite Hermann
Goering Panzer Division su"ed in Italy from June 194? to July 1944. (Sec
:-'V\A I ~N, Ctrmfll7 Airhomt 'IlOfil).\~ and :-'L\;\ 229, LuJl'cofl//f Field [)ivi\io)l~.)
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GFM Gunther von Kluge (Iert)

photographed on the Normandy

front in July 1944 during his

three-week tenure as

Oberbefchlshaber West. The

'ield-9rey leather 9reatcoat was

popular with high-ranking

officers, bul production was

discontinued from 29 February

1944 In order to savo strategic

materials. The lapels were

unlined. The Generalmajor

accompanying him wears a rub­

berised greatcoat. IECPA)

'[lit· W,tflell-s's dq)luyed elgIn di\islOlJS (I, 2.
':J to, 12 Panzer; 17 Panzergn'nadier; 34 InLulll)';
Ii MOlll1lain) on the Weswrn Front, a IIII 16th
SS-Panzergrenadier Di\ision in )wl~' (see ~lAA ~~4.

The Wa[fi:n-SS).

Military Police, Chaplains & Officials
On I February 1941 the ,-Urn)' P3trol Service
(Hceres.sU'\:,ifendiensl), supervisin~ Repl3cemen [
Army garrisons 31ld checking' the papers of
soldicrs 011 k,lve, was unifIed under a Patrul
Senicl:' C0Jl1I11ander controlling railway ~uard

baualions and checking' dOC\llllenls in bq;e
railway stalions. From I December 1941
spccial ArTII)' Patrol Senice Groups (Gruppen
)-)eeres-Streifendiensl). from 1 \Iarc h 1944
rcdcsignaled A.rmed forces Palrol Groups, were
deployed to lbe occupied territor-ies. Following
lhe German deft:at at SI-alingrad in Febmary 194:"1
the army's traditionally high dbcipline g-radually
eroocd, rcquiring extra units to SUpp01'l thl'.~l' and
the Military Police alld Area (:ollHnand
(Oberfeldkommandantur) authorities.

011 27 November 194:1 Field Polict: (Felqjiiger)
Commands I-III were established, reporting direnly to GFM Keilel, ano
holdin,g precedence over all Palrol Senice and Mililary Police. Each
command controllcd a Field Polin: Bau.alion (from 2~ Aptil 1944. a
Rcgimcllt) wilh five nlotoriseo companies; based 12 miles behind the
front line, rhese ullilS deall om roug'h justice, inclnding- sUlllmal)'
execulion, to Wehrmacht personnel. They \,'(:'[(:' supported from
Deccmher 1944 by Palrol Corps (Streifkorps) sections. Each Army had a
4,9-Slrong ballalion-slalus Secrel Fidd Police (Geheill\e feldpolizei)
Group canying- Ollt field sccurity and anli-resistancc duties, rcporting- to

i-U'I11)' llllclligence (Abwehr).
A Proteslant and a Cathulic chaplain each served on divisiun:.1 staffs.

whilst .-\zeri, l':orth Caucasian, Turkesl~mi and Volga-Tartar ball4lliuns
were allocaled a SUlll1i Muslim chaplain (Mull<lj. On 24 January 1944
some branches of ,\rmy Oflicials, permanently assigned to lhe Field
Army, were redesignated as senice ptTsonne!. and un 1 Ylay 1944
lransferred to the two branches uf lhe newly formed Special Troop
St:rvice (Tnrppensonderoienst) - the \Vehrmacht Legal Service for
senior career coun manial officiaLs, ,md the Adminislration Service for
senior and advanced career di.strict adminislr,llion officials and scnior
C;:lreer paymaster officials.

European volunteers
\Veslern and nonhern F.ur-ope<tn \'olunlt::~'l~ ill lilt' l;ellJl,tIJ ,!lIllY wert:
nOl deployed on lhe ',.\'estern Front, so as to avoid execution aoS lr•.1itors if
GlplUl"ed by lheir compatriots. Thus lhe Spanish 'BIlle Division'. Bel~iall

Walloon :~Tko InC,lI1try Ball.alion and French 63Hth Reinforced
Crenadier Rt'giment served only on U1e EaSlem Front. Belgian Flemish,
Danish, DUlCh. i'\orweg-ian, Swcdish. S"'1SS and laler Spanish volunl<::er.:;



s(Tvcd in the Waffen-SS On the Eastern front,jnin<:d on 1.J1IIlt' 1941 hy
the Walloons and on I Septemher 194'-1 by the French.

On Ii) SeptelTIber 1943 \·fussnlini established the Italian Social
Rcpublic (RSI) in l10nhern and central Iwl>'. and the RSI armed forces
continued t.O fight on thc Italian front as German ,1l1ics in Italian
uniforms. They were .joincd in August 19'4:1 by thc 2nd lnramry (l,lter
2nd l<:dmical) Division of the Slovak Arm}', in Slovak uniform: and Oil
H },·!ay 19'-H by 11 in faillry battalions of the Czech GO\ern nWIH Army
(Vlridnf vojsko) in Czedl uniform. Some Italian \'oluntt't'rs joincd tIlt'
\VaITen-SS and OThers WFre cmrIOY('d h,' lilt' Ccrm<1n ;mllV in di,'isional
senic(' unir."

The Osttruppen

The German Army on The Eastern Front had becn acccpf.jn~ \'OIUIllClTS

from Russia and SO\'iet ethnic minorities as 'Auxiliaries' (lIilf:;\\'illige, or
'IJiwis') in com bat divisiom sinn' AlI~llst 1941, and the SlICCCS,S of this
recruitment led to the raisin~ of three [ypes of independem units.
Cossack c(lvalry ,'quadrons ;:Ind lalFr mounTed ballalions. moullled
re~mellls, inf~lI1l["y battalions and infantry regiments were fonned from
O(1ober 1941. From R Fcbmary 194~ Arnlt'ni<ll1, Azel'i, Georgian, North
Caucasian, TlIrke,~[(lni and Voig-a-Tartar inLtlllry batlalions were formed
inlo six Casten! Legions (Ostlegionen). On I October 1942 Estonian,
Russian, Helorussian and Lkrainian uniTs WCl'e designated Eastern
Bau.alions (OstbaL:1illolw); and in.lanu'lI·y 1~)4:-J RlISsian, B(~lonlssian and
Lkrainian units were united as the Russian Liberation Army (Rus,lkaJ((

(},,'o!Jodilf:!'l/n)'a Anniyn - ROA) under ex--So\'icl ~h~Gen ,\ndrey \'laso\'.
On 14 November 1944 The ROA I,'as officially redesignatcd the

Armed Forces of the Commince for The Liberation of Tll(: Russian
Peoples (Vl)onn!lI;'lmi'r Sili' Komi/r/a Os(!()d()bozhd/'lI~l'a Xamdov R()s~ii ­
F)'·KONR), although the Term ROA was comlllonly used ulltil "'lay
1945. All Ihese IInits were attached r.o German di\i.~ions as combat or
.;uppon uniTS,

By-July 1943 the Certn;lll army was in inexorable relreat towards the
Baltic region and into Bclants alld Lkraine, and much of the horne
Territory of the \'oluJl teers was being recaplured by So\iet forces. In
order to ;:),\'oidThF dan~er of lIIutiny ,mel desertion, from October 1943
67 bau;diom: Wl'l'e transferred to \\'estern Europe
to expand underslreng-th Ol:lupation di\;siom on
thc Atlantikwall. and 2'~ 10 [he ((a!ian Front. They
wcre lIS11ally deployed as~th Haualion:; of German
infantry regiments. Two battalions (643r'd
East(~rn. 82grd Ceor~ian) cven served on the
Channel Islands \,'illl :119th Infantry Di\;sion. On
1 February 1944 the Volunteer Depot Division
(Ft'ei\l'illigC:'n-Stallllll-Division) was formed in
!\!lIIIh-eaSTern france with hI-5th RegimenLs to

ttrain unit replacements.
There \I',ls a I,'ide variance in morale among-sl

tTlcse ballalions. rramferrcd far from familiar
lCl'ritoll' and rcquircd to tight \Veslern Allied
{()r<:es inst.ead of the Red Army. as the Gcrmans
kHl rromis('d ,herT!, Allied Troops WI'l'e ;:Im;:l7Nl TO

Two well-camoullaged

Panzergrenadlers in M1943

camouflage smocks and trouser.;

lie in wait for Allied armour In a

Normandy hedgerow, July 1944.

armed with the lethal RPzB54

Panzerschreck. This 88mm

anti-tonk rocket launcher, an

Improved copy of the US

bazooka, projected hollow

charge armour-piercing rockets

out to 150 ya rd s. The projectile's

rocket motor continUed to burn

for about 8ft after It left the

muzzle - thus the need for the

gunner's shield with a sighting

port. His mate can-Ies a box 01

RpzBGr 4322 or 4992 projectiles.

(Friedrich Herrmann)
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An mtriguing scene in eastern

Normandy, August 1944: three

infantrymen frorn an ex-Luftwaffe

field divJslon leave a knocked-out

British Sherman tank carrying

full jerrycans. All wear the

Mf942 second pattern thigh­

length Luftwaffe splinter-pattern

overjacket so cha racterlstlc of

the Luftwaffe field units; they

also retain the M1935 Luftwaffe

other ranks' belt. Other photos

show field division Infantry

wearing Luftwaffe se<::ond

pattern carnouflaged paratroop

jurnp-srnocks. (Friedrich

Hernnann)

tilll! Rll:>-,i<.ill llool_h ~1111t'lJdt:lill~ tu Ilwn ctchallG.u 10re li. Th E.ot~tt'lll

Battalions pnAedto be the mmt efleCLivc, willl 23 battalions ~n·ingwith
Army Croup B ill the 1','ormandy campaign, IO$ing tell ba.ttalions, and
II with Ann)' Group C in soutJ1erl1 France. Fh·e ssack in/·antry
and three cavalry ballaliom fought with Ann)" Group B. losing olle
illf~\lltry hallalioll.

The Easterll Legioll<" recruited to liberate Transcauc;lsian and
Central Asian homeland5 IlOW well beyond the reach of the C;ernl,ul
forces. proved mOlT problematic; IB baualions fought in 1\~orn13.nd)' and
seven in southern France. In July 19-H pan of the 799th Georgian
Battalion deserted to A_llied lim's, ,md the 627th Volga-Tanar Battalion
mutinied: and on 5 April 19'·1:"', the R03rd 1\'orth Caucasian and B22nd
Georgian Battalions, ,;[ationed on. Texel island off the Dutch coast,
declared for [he :\llies and held the island against German
counter;Htad:5 before sUIH.:nt!crillg 10 the Germans on 17 April.

The 162nd Infantry Dj\'jsion, formed in oCl"upied Poland to pro\'ide
units for the Eastern Ll'giollS, was nlObili5ed with fl\e Azeli and six
Turkestani illf~llltry and anillery ballalions and German support units
and sen'ices; the division \,'as transferred [0 nOl,thern Italy in October
194:1. One ,\rrnenian, three Georgian and [WO Eastern Battalions WCfe
allocated 1.0 other divisions in !Laly on ;lnti-partisan dutie:.- behind the
front. No Cos.~ack units fought in Italy, but ii·om September 1944 10 April
1945 Cossack families wcrt' hilleted in Gerllona, laler To!nwlzo. in the
north,e'L..;t of that cl1unlry.

CAMPAIGN SUMMARY 1943 a 45

Normandy Landings 1944
fI"anCe, Belgium and the 1\ethetbnds were garri50ned in JUJle 1944 by
Western High Command. comrollingArmy Group B (Hceresgruppe B)
covering nonhen1 France. Belgium and the Netherlands,:1I1d Reinforced

Ann)' G (Armeegruppe C)
in southenl Fl'ance.

Army Group R,
commanded by GF'\'1 E.Iwin
Rommel, the celebrated
commander of Gelman­
Italian forces in North
Africa. had rwo armies and
tJ1e ~e(hedands ganison,
7th Army had 12 divisions
(77, 243, 265-6, 275, 343,
:152-:1, 709, 716 In fa nt r)'; 2
Luftwafle Airbome, 2 i
Panzer) in Brittany and
\,'estern NonIlandy. and g 19
Infantry Division on the
Channel Islands. Further
cast the /5/h Ann) gal·'
ri.soned eastern ~orrnandy,

the Pas-de-Calais region and



Bclgillln \\irh I~ divisions (47-~), H4-!'J. 24.~, :12b, :tH, :\44. :)~·16, 34ti,
711-'2 Inf~nlr)': Ill:'>, IH'2 Reserve; 17-19 LufLwaflt: Rifle); while the
:--letl1t'rlands were defended by fou r divjsion~ (:147, 719 Infantry,
16 LuflwafTe Rifle, 19 Pam:er). Pamer Group West, on 5 AllgllSl 1944
Iede~ignated 51h Pauu,r Army, constituted Von Rundstedt's stratt:gic
reserve near Paris. with nine di\1sions (271-2. '276-7 Infantry; 2.
116 Panzer, Panzer-Lehr; 1, 12 55-Panzer).

D-Day beganjust after midnight on Tuesday 6.Junc gH"-l, as the Allied
21 Army Crollp. with eight divisions (rhree airborne .1ml live infantry),
three armoured bl-igades, and lota1 air sllpeJiority, landed in we,~terrl

:--lormandy, which was defended by three static' infantry divisions (:'F)2.
709,716) of 84 Corps, German 7th A,rm~" Hitler's poor str<uegic instincts
len his foret's unprepared and his c<llltion prcvcl11cd a quick reaction or
mobile deployment; thus only 21 Pan/er Division counterattacked
decisively near Caen, ''''jth daytime l110\'cment \'inu,Jllv excluded hy
;\Jliecl airpower, the dcplo)'lllelll by late .June of seven first-line mobile
division,~ from Panzer Group W(~Sl and Arm)' Group G (2 Panzer,
Panzel~Lehr; I, 9, 10, 12 SS Panz('r; 17 S5-Pal1lergrcnaclier) was tOO [;.1Ie

10 destroy the Allied bridg'ehead, By early July this had been reinforced
lo lot<l128 American, British and Canadian di"isinJlS (three airborne, 19
infantry, six armoured) and five armoured bl'igJde,~,
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North-east France, AuguSI 1944:

the four-man crew of a

six-barrelled 15cm Nebelwerfer

41 prepare to fire. All seem to

wear M1942 reed-green summer

field uniform and to have

discarded all personal equipment

while serving their dovaslaling

and much-feared weapon.

(Friedrich Herrmann)

------------_....-

.~.

./

Northern France, Belgium and the Netherlands 1944-45
On ] 7 July Rommel was serious!)' ,,'ounded by a strafing RAT fighlLT. and
von Klug'e served as Army Group B cOll1l1lan(kr until his arrest, and
replacell1ent hy Model, on 17 August. The Allied bridgehead expanded
slOWly against determined GtTrnan cOllnterallacks, 11m the eventual
Blitish Glptul'e of Caen on 10 July meant IhaT the landings were now
secure. On 25 Jllly the Allies broke out of the blidgehead. and hy
7 August German 7th Arm}' had lost Bril(;ll1:- lsI A rm'j: W£lS b,l-jefl)' a~signed
to Army Grnup P, btLt was unahle to stem 1111'" Allied adv,ulC-e; .111<.1 on 20
August the 7th Anny ancl ,')th Panzcr !\rm,y. ,,'hich had e. 'u-j(.atcr!
themselves only at huge coq from encirclement iu rU'1-<:' F..lIaise P{Kkct
dUl-ing the westward retreat,
crossen the Seine, Paris was

ahandoned on the 23rd,
On 2:1 August 1944 the

Allies atlarked arrms the
Seine. Western Command
and Army Group B (7th.
I;')th Arm)'; ;>lh Panzer

1\1'111)') retreated rapidl}'
t'astwards under heavy
Allied air <luack. evacuating
110nhern Fral1re hy
6 Septnnher - bUI denying
valuablt' Chan nel ports to
the Allies WiTh isolated
'fonress' p;arrisons, some 01'
which helel out 1I11lil May
I Q4?'>, Brilish progress
I h rnugh Iklg-i 11m \,',lS ("Til



t,,,~r.el, with I3ru!>slo'!!> capLUred on :; St:PlClli bl' I, 1.111::
cit)' - bUl not the sea approaches - of Antwerp on
4 September, and Luxembourg on 10 September.
On [5 September most of A.nny Group B. lI'ith
miIJilTl'll su rviving armour and no re.~en'es. had
formed a defensive linc just inside Belgimn (still
denying the Allies me of Anl'\'l'l'P'S pon facilities),
and ,dong the 1939 Sieg-fried Line (West\\'all)
fortifications on the Belgian-German border.

On 15 September the weary and O\'er­
extended Allies, surprised at the speed uf the'
Cerman collapse and short of fue!, halted,
allowillg the Germans \alnable time to reinforce
their line wilh dwindling reserves of Volksstul1n
home: guards, bordcr guards and Volksgrenadier
units of mixed value. On 4 September 1944 lsi
l.uftwaffe A/rhome ,hili)' with seven cliv'isions (84-5,
89. 176. 179, :~5:j Infanl ry, 6 Airborne) reinforced
Army Group B in the Netherlands,just in time to

help repulse - with the important assistancc of
2 SS-Pan7.tT Corps - the British airborne landing-s
at Amllem during 17-26 September.

However, b)' 21 October the Allies had
occupied the southern :--Ictherlands and r\achen,
the fil:;t l11~or town in west Cermany, had f;,tllen.
On I [ ~ovcl11ber 1944 Army Group I-I was formed
under Luf[waffe C"'nObst Kurt Student to defend Ihe rel1laindtT of the
Netherlands with ht Airborne Army and l:'>th Army.

On 16 Deccmber I~)4·4 the \\'ehrmacht attacked through the Bd~ian

i\rdenrH:'s with 24 understrength di\lsions (12, 18,26,47,62. 24fi. '276-7,
3'26, 340, ~152, ;)60 Volk~grenadier; 3, 15 Panzergrenadier: 2. 116 Panzer,
Panzcr-Lehr; 1, 2,9, 10, 12 SS Panzer; ;\ :) Luftwaffe Airbol'lle) from
Army Group B (7Ih, 5th Panler Army) and '''estern Command's 6th
55-Panzer Army, and depleted Luft\\'affc air support. Initially the cream
or the VI,'ehrmacht remaining in tIlt' West \,'cre faced 1)\ just six Allied
divisions, The A.rdenucs offcmiYc, also called the Bauk of the Bu[~e, was
intended to recapture Al1[werp. but after initial success the advance
gTOLll1d to a halt on 24 December, only four miles from the Riyer :Mcllse
at Dinant <tftel' a 50-mile penetration, having wasted yaluable mobile
forces which could have helped defend western Germ;U1)'. By 20 January
194~) the Cennan forces were back on the Siegtricd Line.

Southern France 1944-45
Southern France wa.., ~arrisoned by Reinforced Army G, undn GenObst
Johannes Blaskowitl., commanding 1sl Ann)' in south-western France with
three understI'ength static coastal defencc divisions (70S Infantry: 158-9
Reserve), \\'lth 1I Panzer Division in strategic reserve; and 19/11 AnllY in
sOlltltcnl and central France with seH~n static divisions ('242. ~44, 338,
716 Inf~.Illlry: 14H, 157, 18Y Reserve) and 198 Infantry Division, with 9
Pan7.er Division in rcsel'\·e.

;\t O~OO huurs on [;) A.ugust 1944 the US 7th Army with eight US and
14 French divisions (six infantry, one armoured, one airhorne) landed iII

Generalleutnant Ferdinand Heim

retired In August 1943 atter

serving as Chief of Staff of the

6th Army In Russia the previous

year. He was recalled to duty,

and on 1 August t 944 was given

command of the Boulogne

garrison. Here a dejected

prison er alter surrondering to

the Canadian 3rd Infantry

Dil/ision on 22 September, he

wears the general officer's

service eap with gold­

embroidered insignia. HIs M1935

officor's field greatcoat can be

seen in the original print to have

the bright red lapol linings of a

general officer. It is worn open,

displaying his Alt-Larisch collar

patches and Knight's Cross.

(Brian Davis,



south-eastern FranCt' ill Operation ,\ll\'il.
Reinforced Army G (on 12 September
rerlesip;nared 1'1.r111)' Croup G), outgunned and
outm<1noemTed, retreated rapidly, 19th Army
abandoned Marseilles and Provence on
28 A.lIgllst, Lyuns on 3 September and Dijon on 10
Septemher, forcing the OJulJlankcd Is! Army to

evacuate sOllth-\''e~tern France witlHHll 'l haulf'
and retreat north-eastwards. When the Allies
halted their offensive on 15 Septt'lll her 1944,
Army Group G still held the Vosges mountains in
Lorr;}ine. On 21 Septemher een der pz Tr.
Hermann Balck replaced Blilskowitz, who ",as
reinstated on 24 December, by which time lst
Army had retreated inro somh-western GtTmany
(15 Decemher).Here in January 194:') it ahSOl-bed
Cpper Rhine Army Group (l-kcrt:sgruppc
Oherrhein), formed in Novemher 1944 from local
defence and Replacenwnt Army units. 19r hAm1\'
stuhbornl), defended the Colmar pockt:t, the !;lst
German-occupied part of France, until
9 Fehruary 1945; Free french units Wt'l'l'

prominent among the AJlif·d attilckers,

Western Germany and the Netherlands 1945
ThroughotltJanuary 19·13 Westem Command on the DLllch-Belgian and
western German hordfTs resisTed local Allied ;lllacks. hut on ~ February
thrce Allied army groups (6, 12, 21) launched a general offt'llSi\t' illto
western Gem1any. By 21 March EH5 the Allies had forced Am1)' Group
B (7th, l:,th Army; 5th Panzer, 6th S5-Panzer Army) and most of .\rmy
Group G (lsI, 191h Army) - commanned frOlTJ 29 January 1945 hy
WClITen-SS General Pilul Hausser - ,\Cross the Rhine, capturing the
Reichswald forest on the Dutch horder after hea\)' fi~IHin.~, Cf)J()~nt ()n
5 ~Iarch, and establishing a Rhine hridgehead at Rema~ll on 7 \Jarch.

Tht' depleted Army Group H, later :'-JOI,th-\"i'esrem (:ommand.
garrisoned the i\(~T herlamb with ] 2 di\1sions, in 1.\1 Ai/hon/f' ilnl/) (S4,
lRO, 190 Infantry; 406 /,bV: U") Pamergrenadier; 116 PanzCll" 6..H
Luftwaffe Airhorne; IOf) Pamer Brigade), and 25tb /1'1'lJI)'. formed (In 10
:"-!O\'t'lJl bel' 194-1 (:131, ;14G In!;ll1lry; 2 LuflwalJ(· Airborne~', Steady i\llied
pn:ssurc from 2 April forced l\onh-West CommClnd - ,j<!lined on 9 April
hy German Replacement Army uniLs organi&ed as, j,\rmee lllumelllrilJI ­
to retreat into nonh-west Germany on I:') April ItH3. Ilhandoning­
Bremen on 26 April and Hambnrg on :~ 1\J<lY before sUlTendering on -4
;"'·1<1),. On 8 May the German garrison in DemnZlrl, wtth 2~J and 39R
District Commands, and 20 MOlll1Tain Army in :"J"orway wiTh II di"isiolls
and n in\" brigades, also surrendered.

Army Group B ddended the central front of Western Germany witll
27 divisiuns:
51h 1'Oil7.(;')' A1'II1)' - now without significant armour - (HS, 89 Infantr~';

IR, 2fi, 272,277 Volksgrenadier::), :J Luftwafle Airborne)
15th ,trill)' (;)9, 17G, 338. 353 Infilnlr)'; 12, 18:), 361 VolksgTt'nadier:
170 Ih\': :1 PanZf'rgrenadicr: tJ, 11 P:Hl7<-T, Pall7n-I_(·hr)

Oberst Constantin Meyer,

commanding the Metz garrison In

Lorraine in August 1944. His

field service uniform comprises

the M 1943 field ClJP - officer's

silver crown piping is just visible

- and M1935 field greatcoat and

tunic. The coat's dar1< green

facing cloth collar shows up

better here than in the

photograph ot GenLt Helm; It has

shoulder boards of rank on

Infantry white underlay, and

bearing the gill regimental

numerals as ordered restored on

16 February 1944. Note the 6K30

binoculars, standard Issue field

flashlight and other ranks' belt.

(Brian Davis)
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Highly decorated German

commanders plan Iho

destruction of the British 1sl

Airborne Division al Arnhem,

September 1944. (Lett to righl)

GFM Mollel,

commanding Army Group B;

General der Fallschlrmtruppe

Kurt Student, commanding 1st

Airborne Army, wearing the Army

M1934 motorcyclist's rubberised

coat with field-groy croth collar,

background, a Major Kaust, who

has just been docorated with the

Knight's Cross, wearing tho

M1940 special field-grey

uniform; and at far right 55­

Brigadefiihror und Generalmajor

der Walfon-SS Heinz Harmel,

commanding to.55-Panzer­

Division 'Frundsberg', wearing

the motorcyclist's coat but with

dark green collar facing cloth.

(Author's collection)

.lillUm/;/f'i/utig 1.iitlI'.II;;. (I.sO, I..kid lImil III , [1,tllltJUr~ III LUll ry; [YO LIJV;
I J() Panzer; 2 L.ufL\\'<Lffe ,\irbume; 22 Luftwaffe Anti-Ajrcraft).

Oil 2;'....25 \larch 19+5 the A..llies attacked across the Rhine, alld by
2 ,'pril had lrapp~'d A,rmy Group B in the Ruhr Pocket, which
surrender~'don 18 A,pri}, GF7-.·[ Model having cummitted suicide.

Army Group G, commanded from 2 April 1945 by GtTI del' 1111.
Friedrich Schulz, defended sOUlh-west Germany with 37 divisions:
ht Army (416. 719, R~i~sler InfantT)'; 16, [9, 36, 47, 2!Jl)-7, 347, 55Y
Volksgrenadier; .')26 Reserve; Y05 zbV; 2 Mountain: 17 S5-PanLcr­
grenadier; 6 SS MounLain)
7th Arm)' (9, 79, 167, 212, 24(-), ~76. 326, 340, 352, !JOO Volk,<,grenadin;
2 PaIlzer)
191h 71//11)' (106, IH9, 198. 716 InfJntry; 550 Grenadier; 16, 47, 2}7
Volksgrenadier; 40:1, 8tJ;"l zbV; 1005 In{;lOtry Bligade) - alsu included the
24th r\nnv Starf fonned in ~o\'embcr 1944,

On 22 ~hrch the ;\l1ies <ttl<H.'ked across the Rhine, taking K<lrlsruhc
on 4 April, Stuttgart and Nuremberg 011 20 April and Munich on
30 April, and ITaching Salzburg in ,\ustria on 4 May, ;\rmy Group G
surrendered on oj 7-.1a~',

Sicily and Southern Italy 1943
On 10 July 1943 British and US forces landed in south-easlern Sicily,
defended by Iialian {jth Allll\' (four infantry, one Il1otoIised, six coastal
di\i~iollS) and the German 14 Panzer Corps with three divisions (15, ~9
P:mzergrenadier; Hermann Goering Luftwaffe Panzer) in northern
Sicily. German for(e.~ led a <It;lt'rmilled Axis defeIlce of the island, and
on 17 August retreated bl-gely il1lan to Calabria in southern Italy.

The approaching lo<,s of Sicily shocked the lLalian govcrnmelll.
which on 25 Jl1l~' arrested ~lussolilli and appointt'd J\·larshaI Pietro
Badoglio ,1S primt' minister. Hiller, correnl)' SttSpecting a coming
Italian surrender and Ihe prospect of ,\Hied forces nl~hing to the
soulhern Austrian border, formed the highly mobile' 10th Army on
I:) August I94~~ around the divisions in Calabria. IOtfl A./lII)" reporting
to Luftwafre Southern COl1lmand in Rome had len divisions

in 56 Corps (15, 29 Panzcr­
g-renadicr; 16, 26 Panzer:
I Luftwaffe Airborne) in
Calabria, and three c1i\'isiol1s
(3, 90 Panzer~rel1adier: 2
Luftwaffe Airborne; plus 16
SS As~ult Brigade Reich.~­

fllhrer SS) - later under 14
Panzer Corps - in re~erve in
ceotral ILaly.

On :~ September I~43
the Allies landed in Cala­
bria and on 9 September at
TaranlO in Apulia, as IOll1
Ann)' conducted a fig-hting
retreat Ilonhwarcb. Italy's
surrender was announn.:d
on the HUt, prOlTlpting



Troops of a Volksgrenadier

division delendlng Aachon,

October '944. The soldier being

congratulated on just having

been awarded lhe Iron Cross 2nd

Class wears a M1935 helmet still

bearing the Wehrmacht eagle

decal. ordered discontinued from

26 August 1943. He has an

entrenching tool - pertlaps

Intended as a hand-to-hand

weapon? - thrust into the front

of his M1940 field greatcoat,

which has no shoulder straps.

Contrast the M 1924 concussion

stick grenade In his bell with

that carrlod by the soldier at

right, who wears the M1934

motorcyclist's rubberised coat­

the latter's grenade has the

Mf942 serrated fagmentation

sleeve. (Fri~rlch H"rrmann)

Hiller to semi GF~I Emin Rommel's Arm)' Group
Po (::i I, 97 Corps, 2 SS-Pal1ler Corps) to occupy
northern Iraly, \leanwhilL' Alli<.:'d fonTs lan(kd at
Salerno on 9 Septemher, but I(Jth Army auacked
the bridgehead energetically until 18 September.
Resuming its skillful retfeat, 10th Army evacuated
Potenza on 20 September. Foggia 011 '2.7
Seprember and 1\'aples on I October, haIling: on
R October on the Caplla-Termoli 'Viktor Line',

Central and Northern Italy 1943-45
On 26 1'\o\'emher 1943 ,\rmy Group C was formed
under CFI\·J Kesselring: with 18 di"isions. deployed
under IOlh Arm)' in central Italy (44. 63, 94. :)O:i
Infal1l ry; I!J, 29, 90 Panzergrenadier; :') \Imlnlain;
26 Pall/er; I LuflwalTe !\irborne; Hermann

Goering Pam,er); ,lIId HIli /Inn)'. formed 18 November 194?,. in the
nortb (71,162,278,334, 356, :~b~ Inbntry; lRH Reserve Mountain). IOlh
Army defended the narrow Italian front with great skill and
resourcefulness, exacting a high price for ground lost, before halting on
27 December 1943 on the 'Guslav' OJ" 'Hitler Lint:' on the Sangro and
GarigliCino l-ivlTS througb I.he Monte Cassino strollgpoinl. On 18January
1944 lhe Allies assaulted the Gustav Line, and on ~:! January landed a\.
Aniio alld NCl.\.ul1o; but 10th .-\rI11Y held the Gus[a\' Line until I;) J\lay
1!l44, and 14th Army ("onfineo the AO'Ijo beachhead unlil 2:1 ~Iay.

Evacuating ROl11e on 4June and retreating rather Castel- nonhward~, the
Wehrmaclll g.we up Florencc on 4 August and halted on thc 'Gothic
Li ne' on 19 Augllst, Ivleanwhilc on 17 March 1944 l.he Von Zangen
Reinforced Corps (Armeeahwilung \'on Zangen) was l'orllH:d in
northern haly, expanding on :) I Jid>' 1944 to form Liguria AnTI) with (WO
RSI di,isions and six German (:)4 Infantry; 148, 157 Resen1e; 42 Rille; ~

\Iountain) ,
On 2:) Aug us! 1944 Ihe Allies hroke througb tbe Gorbic Line, taking

Rimini on 21 Sep1(~mb\~r, bUl. further advances were slow against
determined opposition by Army Group C, which had hailed soulh of
Bologna on 2~J Decemher 1944. On 10 \Iarch 1915 GenOhst Heinricb
von VietingholI, ttw distinguished 10th Anny commander, wok over
Army Grollp C on Kesselring's promorioll_ The final Allied olknsin:' ",as
launched on I April 1945; the Germans were soon in headlong retreat
towards Austria, abandoning Bologna on 21 April and Cenoa on
27 April. German forces in Iral)' surrended 011 2 \I;w I9f"> , allowing rlw
Allies 10 advance into southeTI1 A\lStria hv \T-n;l\'.

ARMY UNIFORM

Officers' service uniform
This consis(cc! of the ~J I~nj officer's 'saddle-shaped' peaked cap, M 1935
oflicer's field lllnic with ribbons, ~119:.;)/\01 1940 officer's field greatcoat,
M19~4 officcr\ hrown leather belt, ol1icer's breeches and ofTicer's hlack
lealht>r high-boots. grey suede gloves, pistol and holster. The cloth
"';IS ;1 silperior 'lllalil\ glc~'nish-gr('y tradirilln:dh' called lfo/rf,e:mll 17
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Three platoon leadors of a

Panzergrenadler regiment on the

Dutch-Belgian border In January

1945 conter over the map while

tho troops wall In their

hall-tracks. All three wear the

M1934 motoreyclist's rubberised

coat with dartl: greon or M1940

feldgrllu collars. The orticer

(centre) wears the M1934 'old

style' peaked lleld cap. (Friedrich

Herrmann)

Ifidd-glt'yJ. These items
<Jre described in dewil in
~V\A 330, The Cemum Arm)'
/939-45 (4).

Other ranks' service
uniform
The service Llllifonn for tech­
nical and senior NCOs and
many,iunior :"lCOs, in lesser­
quality field-grey, consisted
of the other 1<Jllk.-;' M1935
peaked serVIce cap 01

~n934/MI942Iield-GtpFel(l­
miilze), \11935 field tunic and
M 1940 field greatcoat The
M 1940 trousers were wom
\Ii th hig-h black 'dice-eup'
marching'-booLs, or ~'11943

behed trousers with M 194 [
field-gre)' GHH,lS ankleL" and
black lace-lip ,mkle hoots, A
black leather belt with a
:'\'119:36 aluminiulll buckle,

from 1941 painted field-grey, a holstered pistol and grey suede glove;
were also \\lorn. More junior NCOs and men wore lhe field cap instead,
and a scablXlrdl'd bayonet on the belt. The peaked Ml943 univ<:Tsal field
cap (Eillheilsleldmiilzp), which officially replaced the ~119~y4/I 942 l'rom
Jlint' 1934 <Jnd was by 1944 the must common Army headgear, was
essentially the ~11942 cap with <J deep peak.

The M 1942 field tunic ol11ill.ed the previuus. pocket pleats, :l.I1d the
M1943 tunic had str<Jiglll pocket naps. SOllle NCOs had the- collars
sharpened, t.he skirt shortened in of/ieer style, and th(' belloll's side
pockel.s sewn up for a more elegant appeMance. The ~'11943 helted
trousers incorporated a reinforced scat and tapered legs for anklets.
The other rank:;' field greatcoat had other ranks' qllalily cloth and
insignia, wilh a wider collar for better protection against the cold on the
~1194~ model.

These items, and the walking-out uniform li>r all ranks are described
in more detail in MAA 330, The Gt'IIfW7I All11)' /939-45 (4).

Officers' field uniform
In the field all oftlcers (except platoon leaders - by 1944 only j\;COs allli
the ),oungest second lieutenalllS wcre commanding platoons) wore the
M 1935 officer's field tunic with oflicer's belt and holslered pistol;
M1935/~n 94~ steel helmet, oUicer's M 1938 or M 1943 field cap and
officet-'s breeches wilh riding buots.

On 31 October 1939 all officer'S below ~eneral rank in combal units
wen,: ordered to wcar the other ranks' field tunic, black bdt, trousers
and marching boots, in order not t.o be too conspinlOu,; to the enemy;
but most officers either torall>' or panially ignon:'d the order. ~lal1Y

purchased and altered an other r<Jnks' tunie. adding officers' features



such <l.~ a shortened skirr.,
roll-hack ruffs, pocket
pleats, hlnish dark gn:eTl
collars, anct officer's
insignia. Thc llI11ic coulct
be worn with the collar
UnblltLOned when in the
field with troops. The mher'
ranks' black belt could no
10ngtT be worn by officers
::tfter 2:1 July 19Q:'\ and a
hlackened olliccr\ M 19:')4
belt was prescribed insteact,
but from :10 October 1943
the MI9:)4 brown heir was
reinstated.

On 2:-' September 1944 the M1944 field uniform was introduced for
all ranks of the Army, :\fav)' shore units, Luftwaffe and Waffen-SS. The
waist-length neld jackeT or blouse, or inferior quality cloth in a hrowner
green-grey /cldgrall 44 shade, had six front burr.ons and rwo plain breast
pocket:-l. Tt was appareIllly popular for its resemblance to the Br'itish
battledress blouse and US 'Eisenhowerjackct', which werc felt to look
mure modern than the old tunics; S0111e officers imitated these garmenLs
funher hy ha\~ng- fly fronts scwn in. The 1\.J 1944 troHsers, also in fiddg:mu
4'1, had an inlegral belt anct ankle dra\\·slrings. From 13 DecembtT 19tH
tailored ~'J 1944 jackels rould be worn \~~lh the collar open over a black
tic and a shin - greenish-grey. ~reen. greenish-hro\\ll. beige or while
were all seen. Other ranks' \J1941 field-grey 'guards braicts' were sewn
direct.ly onto the collar, as were omcer'.~ MI935 cullar patches. Officers
were prescribed the standard MJ94·-4 mOlise-gTey woven breasl-eagle
and swastika on a lield-grcy woven triangle. but most substituted (he
officer's M19?5 pattern in alulllinium threact on dark green backing,
or the M1944 aluminium woven eagle on a dark green triangle.
General officers preferred a ctre~s-qlla1iry M 199?> gold rhread or M1938
(('Ileon eagle.

The M 19:~5 and ~J 1942 steel helmets were painled malt greenish-grey
and iTlilially hore a silver-whiLe Wehrillacht e'lgle decal on rhe leh side,
abolished 28 August 1943. The peaklcss M 1938 officer's field cap had
aluminium thread pipings, and an aluminium win:' embroidered
cockade below an aluminium thread eagle on a bluish dal-k gTeen
backing (gold lhrcact or C('lIcon I(JI" general officers). Oflicer.' also worc
the M 1943 peaked field cap with aluminium (gold 1'(11' general officers)
corct crown piping, and occasionally rhe OLhfT raob' eag'le and cockade.
The obsolete M19?4 'old style' officer's peakect fielct cap \\~lh Ilal
machine-woven insignia (callect the '(['usher cap' by today's collectors)
was worn by many indi\iduals unlil ~Ia)' 1945. SOllle olIiu,rs also
unofficially wore the oLher ranb.' M1942 field cap with ofIicers'
aluminium or golct piping actctect.

Subaltems acting as infanlry platoon leaders wore the other ranb'
black belt supporting the 84/98 bayonet and scabhard, M 1939 bayonet
frog, \11 9~~H folcting ~hoVf'I, ~H LJ41 or 1\1 1944 hread hag, M1931 canteen
and nip ;:Ind rile" M1CJ'I.'i rliSp::tTch·C:I,r> The \flCJ20 'officers' .~IlPP()rI

Western Front, January 1946: a
fire support team manning an
MG42 light machine gun on a
tripod mount for the sustained

fire role. The first gunner cleftl
wears: the M 1942 padded
reversible feldgrnu/white winter

tunic. (Friedrich Hernnann)
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Oberloutnant of anll-tank troops

caplllred at Devonter, Holland, In

April 1945 by Canadian 1st Army.

He wears the M 1940 spe<:lal fleld

grey uniform, with the pink-piped

black Panzer collar patches Iden­

1ifying anti-lank battalions in

Panzer and Panzergrenadler

divisions and those under direct

Army or Corps command; he

probably commanded a company

of self-propelled guns. His

shoulder boards have pink

underlay and show one gill 'pip' of

mnk and the gilt 'P' for

PanzerJager, but no battalion

numbers. His other ranks' M1943

field cap has standard Insignia

and no oMlcer's silver piping, but

his breasl eagle is the officer's

silver model. Nole the ribbons of

the Eastern Wint~ 1941/42 Medal

and Iron Cross 2nd Clilss; the Iron

Cross 1st C lass, General Assault

Bildge, and silver Wound Badge

[three and four wounds} on the

left breast; and the Kuban Shlold

on the left sleeve. (Brian Davis)

~lrap~' ~n;LtI cd l\HJ scI" 01 II ipIt· MJK/ ,·HI p()lIllic~

for lht' ~-lP3R/~IP40 sub-mach inl' gUll lliagal.ille~.

The anti-g'ls cape in a pouch wa.' u~u;dly tied to a
\11930 ga.' ma~k cani~lcr slung fcolll a shoulder' or
strapped to the bread bag. Zeiss 6 x :10 binoculars,
a sign<11 whistle and a flashlight WlTe also carried.

Other ranks' field uniform
Othcr ranks wore '.he service ullifollH, with MIY4l
field~grey cam,'\., anklets 'Inri black lace-up ankle
boors increasingly replacing the traditional
marching boots, and a sted helmet. SOHle senior
NCOs prc-ferred Ihe }'1l934 'old style' peakcd
field cap to iL'i I'eplacements. The lllnic could be
worn wi th tlte collar Ul) bUll ol1ed by urder of the
eOlnpany commander. Technical anrl ~l'nior

;-.JCOs can-ied a pistol in a black holster; r\COs
aCling as in fanlt)' plalOou 01' section leaders wore
a subaltern platoon Il:'ader\ cquipmenL bm with
Olher ranks' M 1939 infantry support V-straps. Tht'
otlwr ranks' }.'1l944 fidd uniform had plain
round-ended shoulder straps with bl'anch--eolour
piping. MI940 lIeld-gTey ·guard!. braids' sewn
directly Ollto till" collar, no NCO collar edg;ing
br"1id, and the standard i\11944 IJ)tHlse-gTey breast
eagle un a field-grey woven triaugle.

OrJ1t:'r NCO, anti lllen wore the standard
rifleman's equipmcnt. The waist belL GIITieci Lhe

H,-um~ bayonet, M 1938 f()lding shovel, M 1931 or M 1944 bread bag and
~v[ 1931 canteen and cup. The !v1l939 in];lntry Sllpport Y-~traps and
snpplcmentar)' . D-ring' sLraps ~llpported tWO sets of three ~H911
ammunition pouches for the K'1rabincr 98k rifle 011 the belt front, and
on the back the ivU939 cam-,lS ;-\-frame for the M 1931 Iness kit, M1931
canwuflage shelter-quartel~ GlTlv<ts baLLle pack bag, ant! the ga.s cape
strappcd to the gas lllask cani~ter when llot worn on the callister
shoulder strap. The cquiplllenr worn by LIIl' section light Inachine-gun
team is described in ivL-\,\ 31l, Th(.' (;('n/uw t\rillY 1939-45 (1).

Summer field uniform
Summer field uniforms were \\'011\ on the \VeslL..-n ,till! ltalia!) Frolll~ ill
hot weather: Tropical uniforms wcre permitted in southern France and
southern It'11>'. Skil>' and Sardinia from SllIl1TlH:'r IQ43, after the
surrender uf North Africa on 12 ~Iay 1943 had made them superfluou.,
()uL~ide Europe.

The reed-green COltoll htTl"ingbonl> Iwill M1940 fatigue unif<lnn \\as
sLill occasionally el1co1ll1Lered. The tUllie, wiLh [\\'0 skin pockets only, bore
the brea.'it eagk, and collar braid fOI' senior NCOs: they, and oHicers,
added lheir shouldn straps of nwk. The i\'1194 I reed-green pulloHT-style
cotLon shirt was worn a~ an OllieI' garment in warlll weather: This had five
while plastic bUllons and two bn:'<I.SL pockets; officers' shoulder-boarcl.s,
other ranks' piped i\[ 1940 field-gn__'Y shoulder sLraps, and arm chevrons or
\H 94:! arm rank insigl1ia were added a~ appropriatt·.



The mO'ir commonly encountered uniform
was the i\119·12 summer tunic in reed-green or
light grc~ HBT, ClII like the i\11942 fidd tllnic
with field quality rank insigLli<J ,mel Iwea,~t ("lgks.
Officers wore M 19:):J col ar p'iU:I'w~. NCOs and
men M 1940 fl('ld-grc~' 'gl1J.n'ls hraids:. Matching
tronsers appeared inI9/J3. A n~t'd,grec'n drill
.\11944 field blouse and lrousers were ;1111 horised
but almosl ct'r(<I inly new:r produced.

The lighT oli\'c tropical unif<mn is describerl
and illustrated in more dewil in \L'\,,\ ~ 16, The
(;(~rmfl11 A.mi)' 1939-45 (2). It consiSTed of the
dislinclivc M 1940 AI'I-ikakorps peakerl fielrl cap;
MI940 or MH112 field wnie: MI940 shirt and tie;
\11940 brceches or trousers. or M 194:) slr.tight-leg
trousers; \1 I~)40 shorrs and knee socks; high
lace-up boots or an kle-boots, and bro\\'n fieJrl
greatcoat. worn with tbe \11940 calW,lS tropical
helt rtnd wcbbing.

The LufrwaOC' lropical uniform, introduced
2~) April 1941 in light lan-brown cloth, \\,,'IS worn
by l.uftwaffe di\isions transrerred to the Am1\' and
b)' inclividml s()ldiL'r~. Indi\'idllals also acquired
Italian and W"flen-S-.."l tropical items. and often
wore them mixed with rL'Cd-gTl'f'n ,\rn1\'-iss\lc
summer clothing.

Winter clothing
Standard wimer uniform itcms included Ihe
woollen balac1ava or toque; eXtra-lhick woollen undenvL'ar; sweater;
woollen millL'n5, scnui"s double-breasted guard cnat anrl felt over-shoes;
the \'chicle crews' ~lIrCOal; fur-lined miTtens; and the dri\'er~;' and
mororc)'d ists' over-glove.s. Olhcr issue win tef clothing included
sheepskin on:'rcoalS, a plain brown quilted jacket anrl trousers won1 o\'('r
thellelrl uniform rtnrl under the greatcoat, and leather-rcinrorced felt
calf-length boors.

\rimer unironns rlevl'loped for the £;Jstern Fro!H wen: mainly worn
on the \Vestern Front durin~ lhe Ardennes offensi\e from December
194,1 to January HH5 and in the Italian Apennines in witHer 1941/45.
The M 1942 padded reversible while/field-grey winter limit: was issued in
lightweight, merlium weight and hea\ywei~hl vC!)\iol1s, with waisl and
SilT\'(:' drawcords, six hutlons, two sl,lsh waist pockels and an inTegral
hood. Reversihle IrOllSlTS had [WO thigh pockets, a Cnttehslrap and
ankle drawcords. A reversiblt:: s('parate hood was issued \\ith this
uniform, bur \\'a~ unpoplllar. Revel)\ible miTtens anrl le£Hhcr~rejnl()rced

while felt snow hOOL~ were also worn. Production of lhis uniform
probably ended in late 1944 due to the chronic r.1\I' materials shortage.

Other winter items were the seven-bunon M 1942 one-piece snow
overalls. the four-bulWI1 1\11942 snow coverall, the M 1942 two-piecc ~now
suit, and the l\'IEH2 mounlain troop< snow unirorm - a reversible
anorak and over-trousers, issuedl.O ,1l! combrt! Irnops. For fllrlher delaib
see \1"'/\ ~t:;l). Thl: (rlTllJrm A rm\' !WiG 4'5 (4)

Sturmartillerie-Brigade 12 was

raised from Luftwaffe

paratrooper volunteeffi, who

wore Luftwaffe headgear and

Insignia with the M 1940 specIal

field-grey unifonn. This

Interesting photograph shows

two members of an SP gun crew

led by Lt.Hclnz Deutsch who

distinguished themselves In

battle llgainst Allied annour in

the Relchswald, February 1945 ­

the gunner, Obcrfeldwebel

Bernd I (left), and the driver,

Feldwebel Stangasslnger. Both

wear the Anny field-grey uniform

wilh yellow Luftwaffe rank collar

patches partly enclosed by

L-shapes of NCO braid. Both

have the Iron Cross 1st Cia ss

and the Luftwaffe Ground

Combat Badge; Berndl also

wears his Parachutist's Bad!lc.

(Friedrich Herrmannl
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Camoullage uni10rms
The '" 19~H triangular shelter-quarter (Zeltl><1!1l1
31), in tightly woven couon drill, was u-secl as a
Sllll1111lT camouflag-c cape under or over field
equipmcnt. It was reversible, between light and
ltlrk shades of the first patlern angular \plinter'
GUliouflag-e scheme in green, brown and khaki,

Thl: M Jlj4~ smock, a collarless cotton drill
garment in Zeltbahn ;{ I camouflage reversible 10

white, saw limited issue, and was worn over th<:.
field uniform. It wa.:; closed at the chest by a cOl-d
passing through five sets of holes; ['1'0 brea.st slits
gave access to the ulIIic beneath; it had a waist
drawcord, often ['1'0 side pockets, and buttOned
cuffs. Nt I942 arm rank insignia was prescribed but
usualIv omitted. Over-trousers in the same
lllilterial, and helmet covers, were also worn. The
first 1\'11942 pattern cover had Zeltbahn ~I

reversibk' to white; the second pattern had added
foliage loops; both attached by a drawstring' 11l1df'r
the helmet rim.

A small number of MI94~ padded reversible
winter tunics. trousers and mittens were produced

in Zelthahn 31/whitc from April 1942. A non-reversible wintc~r I.unic was
al.so produced in both Zeltbahn 31 and 'marsh pattern' ver~ions - the
latter a softer-edged pattnl1 of brown and green on khaki or
greyish-green background. The M 1944 camouflage apron was a
sleeveless smock clused by a buttoned chesl flap, in Zeltbahn ,H or nlMsh
pallern herringbone [will.

l.ater produClion smocks and winter tunics were lllade in second
pattern M 1943 splimer camouflag-e, in marsh pattern, and in a third
pattern l\'1! 944 rounded 'blotch' version. The M 1943 marsh pattern
camouflag-e smock was issued LO snipers and Panzerg-renadier units.

Personnel of the Luftwalk field divisions who had tr~lIlSfelTCcllO the
Ann)' olh:n ret.ained their Ml!)4~ thigh-length overjackets in Lufrwaffe
splin leI' camouflage or llIarsh pattern herringbone t\vill. M 1!:l43 fidd
tU}1ics and M 1940 trousers, ~'11944 field blouses and trousers, and M 1940
special tunics and trousers for alTlloured crews were often privately
tailored in Zellbahn ~11 or marsh pattern herringbone twill.

Troops 011 the Italian Front often wore Italian Arm)' ~ng2lj shelter
quarters, or \11942 thn::e-quaner length parachutist smocks, ~1l94~

helmet covers, and Sahariana-s[yle tunics and long trousers made up in
standard Italian Army camouflage; this \\'as a T'Ounded 'doucl' pattern in
brown. light forest green and ochre. It was abo llsed to manuE.lCture
versions of the camouflage items described above, panicularly the
M I943 field tunic. Waffen-55 camouflage items were also individu;\Ily
acquired; anel I.uftwafle troops of the Hermann Gi:ll-ing Division were
issued with WaiTen-SS (amoutlage SlllOCks and helmet cover~ from
summer 1942.

This apprehensive Infantry

Oberleldwebel from Army Group

B, taken prisoner in the Ru hr

Pocket In April 1945, is

distinguished from his men as a

senior NCO by retaining in the

field the M1935 other ranks'

service cap, with field-grey

crown, dar1l green band,

aluminium insignia. white

pipings, and black patent leather

chin strap. He still has a M1935

othor ranks' field greatcoat with

dor1l green facing cloth collar

and shoulder straps, worn here

w"h a coloured civIlian searl at

the throat. The looks of the men

behind him seem to betray ner­

vousness and continued reliance

on his leadership. (Brian Davis)

r--------==-------..--- --
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Rank insignia
Officers' shoulder boards, :\COS' shuuldn st! aps ,llId mens' aHll



chevrons arc described and i1IuslraT.cd in detail in \'1/\:\ ::) II. Till' C;('On(lrJ

Ami)' 19]9-4.5(1).

General officers' shoulder boards displavcd dress-quality plaited
cords on a bright rcd underlay. The design incorporated two gold bullion
or 'celleon' imil;;tlion gold cords and oTle brighT alulllininnl cord. (Aner
25 April 19,H only generals of combat branches were slIppw;c'd to wear
bright red lIT1dcrby.) The l-ank of Generalfddmarschall was marked by
silver crossed marshal's batons (and fmlll :~ April 1941. all-gold cords);
the Ceneraloberst, (~nt'ral, Gencrallnllnant and Gt:nLTalmajor wore
respecrively three. two. one and no silver four-poin( stars or 'pips'.
Generab of specialist branches and elite forrn<ltions wore appropriate
addition,ll shoulder board insignia.

Field ollicers' shoulder boards had double plai(ed aluminium cords
on a branch-eolour nnderlay; Oberst, Obcrstleutnal1l and l\l<uor wcre
differenced by wearing respectively 1\,'0. one and no gold pips. The
company ranks of HaupT.mann, Oberleulnal1l. and Leutnanl wore
doubled flat parallel cords, again differenn:d by' two. one or no gold
pips. All officer ranks of specialist branches and elite uniTS wore the
appropliate additional insignia in gold. Shouluer boards of field
and company r'lnks were manufanured during wartime in a less
conspicuous dull silver-grey cord (sometimes referred to by collectors as
'oxy'diseu silver').

The senior NCO ranks (from Sl.absfeldwebel down to Fddwebel)
wore dark green 01- field-grey shoulder slraps piped in branch colour
and edged Wil h ~11935 brig-ht aluminium or ~n940 mouse-grey artificial
silk or ccllulose-librc braid; to These wcre applied respcetivel}' three, two
or one pips, plus appropriate insignia of branch and/or unit, in alu­
minium. The I-1auptfeldwcbc-l (company sergeant major) wore two braid
culT rings. Junior NCOs (LJJllerfeld\\'t'beJ and LJJ1lcroffizier) wore the
same shoulder strap wilhollt pips, the latter wilhoUI braid across the
base. with branch and/or unit insignia in branch-eolour chain-stitch. If
appointed HauplfeldwcbeldienslI.uer (acting company sergeant-major ­
a wartime appointment necessitated by thc increasing lack of qualified
NCOs) They' also wore (he two braid culT rings.

The enlisted men wort' plain shoulder straps edged wilh branch
colo\1r piping. Rank was indicated by braid chevrons (or aluminium

On 19 June 1943 Grenadier­

Regiment 134 was redesignated

Relchsgrenadler-Rcgiment

'Hoch- und Deutschmelster'.

Following rcgulallons Hauptmllnn

Arnult Abele, a battalion

commander, wears the M1940

other ranks' field tunic and

breast eagle, but has added

M 1935 of1icer's collar patches.

(Brian Davis)

Belgium, 3 June 1943: a

colour-party of Grenadier­

Regiment 134 parade their newly

awarded regimental flag, In the

old Austrian style. Thai August

they transferred to the Italian

Front with 44.Reichsgmnadier­

Division 'Hoch- und

Deutschmeister'. The

Obcrfcldwebel standard-beamr

wears the M1942 other ranks'

rield tunic but, contrary to

German tradition, no carryJng

sash, gorget or arm badge. He is

escorted by two subaltern

officers; all three display the Iron

Cross 1st Class, Infantry Assault

Badge and black Wound Badge In

slightly different positions on

their leU breast pockets. The

regiment was awarde<1 the

'Slalingrad Cross' shoulder strap

insignia on 31 Decomber 1943.

(Brian Davis) 23



pips) on <t bluish dark-,;rct'11 UJ h~~ld-gley

triangular (or ruund) backing patch on the left
sleeve. From 25 April 1942 an Obergcfreiter ul
two years' seniority not suit<lhk for jnnior NCO
rank could be promoted to Stabsg-eli'eiter; and
tnany, though not all soldiers I-anking as
O{Jogejrdter mil me·fn aL~ 6 Dif'TlSrjahrrn were
promoted to this new pay grade.

The NII942 system of sleeve rank insign ia,
illlruducec! 011 22 Augllst 1942 for wear by ufficers
and NCOs on white winter llInics. anuraks. shin.,
and drill tunics (i.e. gannent.s on which shoulder
straps were not officially worn), is illlLlstrated ill
\·L\.\ 330, The GCJ"]}uu! /tml)' 1939-45 (4). Consisting
of gold or green oakleaf sprays and bars on hlack
rectangular hacking, these insignia were not ill
widespread lise until 1944, and even then was
relatively unpopular.

Branch insignia
A selective list of branch imignia is shown in the
Table on page 40. For security reasons troops 01
the Army were ordered un I September 1939 (0

conceal or remove their shoulder board/shoulder
strap branch letters and unit. numerals when
outsick~ Germany. Replaccmelll Arm)' pcrsonneL
and Army troops on leave or assigned to dUlies in
G('~rm<lny. could continue to wear these insignia
upenly. During the war elite units such a~ the
Gm13deuLschlanrl rlivisions were permitted their pJil.ed CD monograHl
shuulder strap insignia in (he field. B)' 1944 the OKH recognised tllatthe
improved morale - and quick identification of deserters by military
police - which I,he open wearing' of unit insigllia permitted rlOw
uutweighed the risk of compromised field seCluity. From IG February
1944 all ,\rmy and ReplaremeIll .-\nny officers \\Tre urdered to fix
gold-coJoured galvanised mt'tal branch and unit insignia to their
shoulder boards, and senior !\'COs bright or mall aluminium insignia to
their shoulder straps.

Junior NCOs and men were is.-;ued fidd-grey (or P,-Hllcr black)
slip-on shoulder loops with insignia in branch-{;olour artificial silk
chain-stitch. Although intenrled for wearing in tilt' middle of the straps
they were onen worn at the base. An order of 16 ~Jay 1944 prcsuibed
shouldel' loop insignia in light grey chain-stitch if the correct branch
colonr wa.s unavailable. The deteriorating supply situation meant that
shoulder loops were not manufactured t()r, or supplierl to, all units,
especially for newly l<>nned ones with high .house-numben;', so in
pr'actire the reintroductiun of ~llOulder branch and unit imignia was
ma.inly limited to officers and ~cnior :--leas (many of w1lom had in ElCl
been wearing them before Fcbrual-y [944).

Special black uniform and insignia for tank crews
24 Most personnel in Panzer battalions, regimenL~ and brig,ldes, Panler

A Panzer field oNicer In Italy,

summer t944, wearin9 the

standard field-grey M 1935

officer's service cap and lhc

M1940 olive tropical lunic wilh

non-regulation embellishments ­

he has added the entire M1934

pink-piped black skull patchcs

from his black Panzer FeldJacke.

His decorations include Iron

Crosscs awarded In both World

Wars and Ihe Gennan Cross in

Gold; on his left sleeve wc can

just make out what seems to be

the 'AFRIKA' cuff titlc; yet he has

not replaced the factory-applied

all-ranks' breast cagle with an

oNiccr's pattern. (ECPAI



NORMANDY & NORTHERN FR~\NCE,\944

1, Grenadier, Grenadier-Reglmenl 914: Omaha Beach, Normandy. 6 June 1944

2: Gefreiler, Panzergrenadier-Lehr-Regimenl901: Barcnlon, Augu$l 1944

3: Oberwachtmel<;h'r, Armoured Rocket-Lallnch~,Batl",ry; Normandy. Jun" 1944

A



B

NORMANDY & NORTHERN FHANC~. 194..
1: Hauptmann, Festungs-Grenadler-Reglment 857; Ca~n, July 1944

2: leulnant, Heeres-Flakartillerie-Abteilung 28t; Falaise Pocket, August 1944

3: Panzergrenadier, Panzergrenadier-Regiment 192; Lille, September 1944



SOUTHERN FRANCE, 1944
1, Leglonar. Armenisches Feld-Balaillon 1/198: Toulon, Augusl1944

2, Generalmajor. 11 .Panzer-Division; Alsace. September 1944

3, Unlerfeldwebel. Panzer-Ablellunq 2113: LOPTaine. Sepl"mb", 1944

c
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BELGIUM AND NETHERlJ-\N OS, 1944
1: Grenadier, Grenadier-Regiment 1222; Arnhem cOrridor, October 1944

2: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie-Trupp (Mot) 189; Dutch-Belgian border, S"ptember 1944.

3: Obergelreiter, Grenadier-Regiment 1039; Breskens Pocket, October 1944



ARDENNES OFFENSIVE, 1944-1945
1: Unleroflizier, Fiisilier-Rcgiment 39, December 1944

2: ObersU"ulnant, Pioni<!r-Bala~lIon33, DC'Ccmber 1944

3: Panzerobcrgrelladier, I Panzergrerwdl"r·B~lalllon,
Fi,hrPr·B"g,,,it-13riq:lclp-, January 1945

3
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F

WESTERN GERMANY, '9'~5

1: Oberleulnant, Panzergrenadle,-B"liillion 2106; Cologne:. M",ch 1945

2: Gelreiler, Gn"'''dier-Regimenl 40; Ruhr Pockel, April ·1945

3: Panze,g,enadler, Panzergrenadler-Regimenl 156; Relchswald Fore~I, Fcb,uar~ 1945



SICILY AND SOUTHERN ITALY, 1943
1: Wehrmachloberplarrer. 26.Panzcr-Oivislon; Vollumo, November 1943

2: Panzer9renadicr, Panzergrenadier-Reglmonl 64; Salerno, Septemb8T \943

3: UnlerfeldwebfO'l. Panzergr..nadler-RaQlmenl I IS: Sicily. July 1943

2
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CENTRAL AND NORTHERN ITALY, 19<\"-.i5
1: Obergelreiter, Jager-Regiment 25; Gothie line, September 194'1

2: Untcroflizicr. Rciehsgrenadier-Rcgiment Hoeh- und Deutschmeislttr; Gusl". un". February 1944

3: Slabsfcldwcbcl, Panzer-Aufklarungs-Ableilung 26; Ri~cr Po, April 1945



and Pan1.ergrenadier divisional anli"tank
battalions and mally on Panzer divisional stafTs
won:" the \11440 black field cap; Nt 1934, \119~6 or
i\ng~2 field jacket and trousers, with gr"ey shin,
black tic and black 1<lCe-llp shoes, or marching
hoot.s for ArrTJollred Eng-ineer companies.
(:\gainst reglliatiom some general officers in
Panzer divisions wore the special black uniform
with the A/t-ran'ilh collar-patches, sometimes even
adding red trouser pipings and stripes.)

A black woo] vcrsion of the \11 ~J42 mher ranks'
field cap .~aw limited isstw. All sidecaps Wl're

superseded from II June 1943 by tbe black wool
version of tl1(' M1943 peaked field cap, but the
peak gor in the way when using rhe optical
eqllipllK'lll inside an armoured fJghting vehicle;
those who had them often pret'tTred [0 keep the.'
old sidecaps, and this was widely IOleral.ed, Agaimt
regulations many officers and senior i\COs also
preferred the fjeld-grey officers' MI935 peaked
service cap, Ml934 'old style' peaked fJeld cap, or
lhe other ranks' Mig?,;') peaked service cap.

Armoured vehicle crews and lTlechan ics and
Annoured Artillery and Rockel-Launcher crews
were issued cotlon olle-piece overalls in l11ousc-grcy, fjeld-grey, ofT-white,
light brown or reed-green. Panzer crews somt'linws dyed lhese hlack,
Jnd some crews on the Italian Front had them privatel)' I11JlHlfaoured in
Itali<1n camouflage pallern. Crews of al-moured car companies \l'ore the
Nt 1941 Panzer denim uniform in reeo-green herringhone twill or in
white or mousc-gTey callan as a fa[.igue and summer field uniform.

The \11942 Panzer dn1im uniform in reeel-grecn or light grey HBT
was iss lied for all armourcd vehicle crews, incluoing ASS;llllt /\nille['y
crews and rllechanio. h comprisc:c1 a 100se-fJlling.jacket with a large left
hreast pocket. \\ith blllloned scalloped flap. \\'ith two parallel rows of five
concealed hIl1.I011S Oil lhe right side; Ihe.~c allowed (\CUUSlment so thaI it
could be worn o\'er (he black or field-grey uniform in cold \\'l'alher, or
alone in hOt wcathn. The trousers had a large left thigh pocket. This
uniform was also pri\'~tl.t'ly acquired in splinter, marsh and It,llian M1929
forest-pattcrn camouflage material.

See i\L\,--\ ~BO, Tht (;(TII/(I/1 Arm} 1939-45 (4), It)r more del;.1iled
description~ of r.hese IInifonns and Iheir insignia worn on (h('m.

Special field-grey uniform and insignia
Eleven Gllegories of troops sen'ing on I he WeSlern :mdlta.lian Fronts in
armoured vehides hul. not wearing lhe black Panzer uniform were i~sLled

the special field-grey uniform. These were Assault i .... nilleli·; Armoured
Artillery with Wespe and Hummel self-propelled guns; <lrmy motorised
Anli-Aircraft battalions; Armoured Engineers; /\nnouITd Tr<lins;
Ami-Tank and Infantry Gun companies on hall~r.racks in inElllll")' and
Pan:tergrenarlier units; P,u1'fl'rgrenaclier baualinns on Ivdf~lracks;

Armourec! Rocket-LllIncher haueries; !.Owed and self-propelled
,.... nti-T;1I1k lI11ils in inf;:lJlIn·. rifle or mOllTltain di\'i"iotl, or '\rnw or Corps

This Obel"9t commanding a

Panzer regiment in Italy, 1944,

wears the olive M1 940 tropical

field cap; the eagle insignia is

woven in light bluish-grey on

rust-brown, and a chevron of

pink Wa ffen farbe (officla lIy

discontinued from 8 September

1942) encloses the national

cockade, also on a rust-brown

patch. The olive Mt940 tropIcal

tunic bears the all-ranks collar

patches and breast eagle. In light

bluish-grey on rust-brown. On

the lower lapel he has added the

aluminIum skulls from the collar

patches of his special bla ck

uniform - a practice fll"9t seen in

North Africa. The M1940 light

olive tie Is worn with a

non-regulation dark shirt. His

decorations include the Iron

Cross 1st Class and German

Cross in Gold, a Wound Badge

and an unidentified foreign

cross. (Bri..n Davisl
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This ch~rful Obergefrei'er taken

prisoner at Lugo near Ravenna,

Italy, In January 1945 also wears

field-made camouflage trousers,

this time in German Zeltbahn 3f

spllnter-pallern, and cut loose In

apparent imitation of M' 942

Panzer trousers. His field eap

and tunic are of M1943 pattern,

with M1936 rank chevrons, and

radioman's lightning-flash arm

badge in infantry white, on dark

green backings.

Il(.,! lI11ib; ,-\llli-'blJh. 1I111b lllllkr .-\IIU}' Ui ~;\II'P~ if-if.l IU'11lllland
equipped I,'ith tile llefant selfplUpelled .l.:,lln; <tlH! Sigll<tls {l\(H

Armoured Sig'nals! personnel ill armoured \'ebil.' es. G(:;l1e~'a'll l,fli(t'L~

sometimes \\'ore thi~ ullif(il'ln with All-Lllri"r./i collar parclws and
hn'f'clws,

This unirorm comisled uf lh ..., llcln-grey \·11 ~J4() yer.sio1\ uf the bLtck
PallZer fleln unitOlTn - lleld jacKet. trousers. gn::' shin. black tit' and
black leather lace-up buots. Ollicers ",ore the M19,)t' pe'lkless or \1l9--1:~

peaked fieln cap, other ranks the ~\'119~4 or M 194~ peakless or "II ~H,~
pc:aken fwld cap.

On the jackcl (,lIicels \\'Olt' .sl<llIllard ,\ll~l:t) collar patches. NCOs
and men \,1 P)iO mousl:-grey SI<lndard 'guards braids' on a field-grey
hacking sc\\'n unto the n:crangula!' cullar patche~, piped III

branch-culour: bright rcd {(,r A,,~atilt and Armoured Anillt'l"y and army
Ami-Aircraft battalions: black !()r Armouren lng-incLTs: pink for
,\rmollrecl Traim: while lur .\ntj-Tank and Inbntry Gun companies in
inf~lIltr:' unih; grass-green for PaT1I.ergrcnadicr battalions on halhracb
ann A.nti-Tank and Infantry CUll companies in Panzcl'gren,ldicr units:
ann bordeaux red (pi pi ng sOJlleti mes omi tted) for Allllourcd
Rocket-Llllllclwr hal teries,

All ranks of An li-Tank ulli ts in illLu llry, rille or mOlln lai 1\ divisions 01

Army or HQ units \,'ore lhe pink-piped field-gn?y reClang'ular collar
patches \,'ith skulls; Signals, lemon yellow-piped field-grey I-latche,~ with
skulls; ancl self-propelled Anti-Tank units in Panzer and Panzer~renadiel

di\'isions or Elefant-cquipped .\rmy or Corps I-IQ uniLs, pink-piped black
patches with skulls as for Panzer regiments. Phorm from mid-1941
onwards also sho\l' many examples of these patches \\'Ol'n with the skulls
remo\'ed, and an onltT to this efleCl \,'as pnblished (or repeated) ill

January 1943, It was equally often disrt'!!,'<1l'ded.
Troops .dso wore the reen-green f~Higuc amI SlIllll11tT lieln uniform

with appropriate branch insigni.!'

Special insignia for other branches
The elite divisions continucd to dcvelop nisrincri\'t' insignia. Frolll
31 Decemher 1943 p('r~onllcl (induning general offlcer~) of the divi­
sional stall' and Reichsgrelladier-Reg-iment Hoch- und DClItschllleister of
the 44th Infantry Di\1sion \,'Ore on tht'ir shoulder boards/straps a grey
aluminium 'Stalin~t-ad Cross' - lhe badge ot the Inedie\'al Teutonic
Ol-def ~\'ith the '(,;\lnpai~n title commemorating thl:' original divisioll's
destrunioll a Stalin~c<ld in January 194,'i, The cross \\'as also \\'01'1) as all
unnflicilal unit rap ba<Jlgc. A cuff title, probably lOT lhe rig-Ill cuff. W;t~

£l\I'mdeti the d.i\'isi.on on ~6 Ft'bruary 1945 when it had tralls!l-rred to
I-hlllgary, Since 3 June 1943 the CrclladicT Regiment han already been
allowed the ulliqul' distinction or carrying the .-egilllcntaillag of the 4th
Infantr:' Regimenr Hoch- unci DCLlLSchmeister of the I()rmer Austrian
Army, \\ith a black imperial Habsbllrg eagle on :1 golden yellow ground.

The I06th Felnherrnhalle Panzer Brig;ldc (2106 Panzer and
Panzergrenadicr Bns) \\'on: the woven brown 'l'ddhl'(mh(tlh~'til Ie on the
Ierr cuff and rhe bronze SA ','iewry runes' (Sie~nlI1en) sllotlldel
bo(\('d/strap mOllOg-ram. During lhe Ardenne ..; oUensivC' the Fl'lhrcr­
Beg'leil-Brigade \\'ore the (~D :-;h()Llldt'r-board/~trap m0l1Og1'arn ;md
'GlIJjilhlll~ch/([nd'righl cull' litle; personnel a~signed to guarding I-litler's



VariOlls headquaners added Ihe 'Fiihm',Ha1iplqllarfitr' title in
hand-embroidered gold wire or mdchine-elllhroidcred ydlow thread
Gothic snipl and edging on a b1<lck clOlh hand. or hand-embroidered
aluminiuTll \\'ire 'Siillerlin' script and edging on a black doeskin band.
During lhat operation the fidner-Crenadier-Brigade wore the
'GmfJrlrll(.w.hlllrtrl' culT tit.le and GO Tllonogram.

Hitler hopedlhat strong National Socialist poliricalleadership would
transform Ihe understrenglh, under-equipped and poorly trained
Volksgrenadier di,isions raised after .Iuly 1944 into elite unib; on
HOClOher 1944 a distinctive had~e, prnh;-thly a monogram incorporating
the leIters VCD, wa~ planned, but this was never manufaclllred.

from 1941 personnel of a numher of units, usu<dly in P,lnzLT and
Panzel'grcnadier divisions, Kon~ unofficial cap badges on field hcadgear:
these wen~ lIsu,llly alulll ininm reproductions or Ihe eli\ lsion,tl vehide
sign, worn on the lerr side just abo\'l' the car. The only di'lsioll on the
Weslern front with such a hadge \\'as the 1161h Panzer, who \\ore the
'Windhund' greyhound in an oval filled in with black. There were rhrce
on the Irali,lI1 Front: :)4t11 Infantry - white and blue shield: :1th ?\·Iountain
- Lharnois; ;-tnd 90th Panzergrenadier - sword ovcr Sardinia map.

On the Italian Front nuny nwmht-rs of the !Jth l\loulllain Di\ision,
which had helped capture Crete in Madune 1941, wore Ihe 'cuff title
KRL'T:~', ,md memhers of the \:10th Panzcrgrelladier Division wort' the
',-\FHlKA' ritle a\\arded on 15 January 19--1:\ f.() Afrikakorps veterans.
IIH1ividual soldiers rC.ls-sigm:d to <Hher lInits retained th~:se titles until
May 194~) 'l1ld, if awarderl another title, could wear one above the other
on the same cuff.

On 20 Augusl 1944 the stall and c;-tdets of the VI rnfalllfy OITicer
Candidate (Fahncnj Ull ker) School at 1\le11 in Ge rma n-annexed
LOlT,lint:, under GenMaj Joachim yon Siegroth, joined the Krallse
Battle-Croup ofSr()sscl Regiment, '-162 Volksgrenadier Di\~sion, and held
out from 27 August to 20 l'\on:mber 1944 agai nst attacks by CS forces.
On 24 Octoher 1944 a C1t1f Ijtle was awarded tu members of the school
who had fought in the hattie, and cadet.~ of the school, which was
subsequently relocated to Mest-riu, central Germany, could wear it
whilst training at the- schoo!' The hlack cloth band bore the title 'AJe(;:
19//4' in machine-emhroidered silver-grey couon Roman script. and
matching edging.

l'ntil I September 1941 reconnajssance battalions in infanll)' and
mounlain divisions wore the cLlvall)''s golden-yellow branch colour, but
on lhat dale they were remustereclLO the infal1l.ry a,~ fllSilier BaltaJion~

wearing infanuJi white branch Lolour. In order to preserve I.he
1I,lditjol1al cavalry as~ociatinn 57 halla!iOr1S th roug-hollt the arllly ",ere on
~::; fehlllarv 1944 named 'Divi.~ional fusilier Ballalions (,\.A)', wearing­
golden-yellow and using cavalry ranks and unit designariom. Only lhe
~Hth Fusilier Batlta[ion, originally pan of 6th Cavalry Regiment, wOre ilS
Ir<ldilional 'dragoon eagle' cap hadge. On ~5 March lq4~~ all Armoured
Reconnaiss,lI1cc hattalions were required to wear the Panzer pink hr;-tnch
('niallI', hu( many retained gulden-yellow, anc! on ~9 November 1944 this
(olour was once more prescriheo for all sllch batt,lliolls,

The per'sonne! of milit.'ll'y internal security units apparently feared
vinimisation if captured by Allied troops, and from early 1944 tended
0111\' 1() wear dIllY gorgets, annh;'lJlds cwo <liglJilkIIC." \\'hirh cOlllo he

An Unteroffizior from a

Panzergrenadier regiment

captured at Castiglione dl Lago

near Perugla, Ilaill. JUlll 1944, He

wears the M 1940 reed-green

summer field tunic with M 1938

shoulder straps and M 1940

collar patches and breast cagle.

The cap is the light olive M1940

tropical model; the loose

trousers are mado up In Italian

M 1929 forest-ptlttern

camoullage. Note details of other

ranks' bell and Ml939 leather

infantry V-straps; he carries his

bread bag slung.

(Brilln Davis)
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Northern Italy, January 1945:

Hauptmann Leopold Berger, of

296th Mountain Regiment, 157th

Mountain Division, openly

displays his gilt regimental

numerals on his shouldor boards

In accordance with the

regulation of 16 February 1944.

His M1935 tunic, collar patches

and breast ~gle are clear; just

cut off by the left OOgo of the

photo is his M1939 Mountain

Troops arm badge. Note that he

wears an M1943 field cap

Identified by Its single flap

button as Waffen-SS issue, with

aluminium crown piping and

Army insignia. (Friedrich

Herrmann)

l:.'Lt\ily di\G.lldnl bdoJ"e C<lpUlle. lllll\ hOlll IY .\lalcl1 1944 Milit,tJ)'
Police (Fddgellu~nucril:.') IlO longer wore their 1\IID3Y arm hadge and
cuff tille, retaining only their disrinctive M 1939 duty gorget. Field Police
(Feldjager) wort' the uniform of theil" O1ig-inal branch of service and a
duty gorget with the in~cription ':FeMjdgeerlwrp.1 '; they were prescribed, but
rarely wore, Fj shoulder strap m()n()gTam~and a red armband on the left
upper or" lower slee\'t:' widl an ofJicial st.amp and '()bf'dwlllmanda der

'~~'hrmachl/f(.1dj(ige); in black Roman lener..... Wehnnacht Patrol Service
(Weh l'l11adll"StreifellC..liemt) pe.-sollne!\I'!!}Il: their originalull iforllls with
M H),3h offlcns' aiguillettes, and. on ~he left UpptT sleeve the
black-on-whitt.' '\"HmwchtjSlrrijrndiemt" <lrmband. Tro()p~ g'uarding
District COlllluClnd HQs WOrt: the 'f(ofh,lUOId.Mlur'gorget; railway guards,
the 'ZlIf!}-I!(J(hoblfifulI[!;' go!"!-\"el, and railway"station guards the
'R(/hnlwfs-warhe' gorget.

Uniforms and insignia of Army Chaplains
Divisional chaplains were da~silied as senior carn:l '\1"/11)' OlliLi"b
(Beall1lC:n) with equivalent officers' rank, the Chaplain-Ceneral
(Feldhischof del' W(C'hnn3.chl) ht'ing equivalent to a general ollicer.
From 8 \larcb 1937 chaplains wore the M1935 officer's senice dress cap
with Illatt alulllilliulll chin cords and bUllOllS, violet branch-colonr
piping":; and a slTIall aluIllinimn 01" hand-embroidered Cothic cross
between the eagle and the wreathed cockade. /\ chaplain-general had a
gold wire crown and lower cap band piping and violet upper cap hand
piping' (later changTd to gold wi re); a g-old \lire or celleOI1 chin cord with
gold hU!lo!lS, and from I January 1943 a gold metal eagle. Gothic cross,
\\TeaLh and cocbde, The ~'II934 'old style' field cap with aluminium or
gold thre<ld insig"nia \\"<lS also worn, as were the following caps, with
aluminium or gold wire LTOW]] and frollt flap piping"s, normal army
insignia and the GOlhic cross hadge: M 19,~H peakless field cap; ~u936
mountain cap, introduced 21 July 1~)42 as the ~1l942 peaked field Lip;

and the .\1194:~ pe~ked field cap. The steel )wlnll't could also be worn in
the from line.

The !'"r 192>5 of/ieer's liele! llInic had a breast eagle but no shoulder
bualds, lank being indicated by M I~135 violet facing cloth collar patches
with twu bright \\'ire embroidered 'guards braids' wit.h \~oIeL centre
cords, gold for the chaplain-general, silver for chaplaius ranked as
lield-offlc(C'rs (Weh TIIw/;!llddw 11 "WPlIIIT/(/{'hlj;{(lrm), 0:0 collar palChes were
worn by a "'ar-substalltiw chaplain r;lllknl as captain
(\\'dITfIll/(·!IIkri(·,r;.~!lf(l)lu),this rank being pha.sed out from Octoher 1942.
A..~ non-coIllbatants chaplains ,,'ore J while armband, with a violet cenlre
stripe broken by a red cro\S, on the left upper sleeve; but against
I'egulations sOllie chaplains carried a holstered pi.~tol 011 their" M 1934.
officers' brown belt for self~pro(ection in the frontline.

The rult-Iength pocket less lield-grey cassock had a violt:t slauding
collar, flOm and cull pipiugs <Ind breast c;lgle, On their chests Protestant
chaplains wore an aluminium cross and chain, and Catholic dlilpbins a
crucifix wilh a black II'oO[len insert, wom hy chaplains-general in gold.
for chaplains the i\I1935 (ield greatcoat had no shoulder boards,
chaplains-general showing violeL lapel lininfis.

The ultiflmn alld imi~'llia of olher Officials are described in MA:\ :12fi,
Thl' (;('tllUlil Ami)' 1939-45 (3),



Uniforms and insignia of European
Volunteers
Italian troops in RSI support units with German
divisions on rhe Italian Fron! wore normal Italian
Rqmblican i\rmy un iforrns and insignia. From
30 July 1944 individual haliam servin~ as
'Volul1leer< (on the same hasis as Hilfswillige on
the Eastern Front) in divisional service units were
ordned 10 wear Italian M1940 or German
uniforms with German rank insignia and a
naTional badge on the Idt upper ~;]eeve. The
desigll of the badge is unconfirmed, hut. was
either a hlack printed armshieJd with [TAL/A in
while over an inner .shield with green-white-reel
horizontal bars, or a white embroidered cagle and
lictar's fasces badge ,IS \Yom hy rhe Iralian 29th SS
Inf;:1l11 ry Division.

Uniforms and insignia of Osttruppen
FrornJanuary I~H:) ROA persol1lwl in the EaSI.l.:'lTJ
Battalions wore standard German uniforms with a
Tsarist-slyle red and blue cap cockade and
modified 1'liarj~t rank and .£ollar in.'jgnia ­
illustrated in iMiv\ 3$(1. 111u> G:t.TJlWn }h"'I)' 1919-'15
(4) - and on rthe left llpper skcn~ alB ,HiIllshield
fcalllring a hlue 'Sf. :\ndrew':-; Cril)Ss. In 19"14 'some
I mops were issllcc\ a distincl,j"t' ligh L b'lu.(:·«rey
lield uniform - possibly using- sn-,vius Fn:nch
Army stocks of ,\,11915 'horizon blue' material- wilh M194;) collar and
shoulder insignia and armshielcl. The pullon:r fielel tunic resembled a
Soviet 1\[ 1915 p.)mna--Iliur!w, open at the chest and secured by three
tif'kl-gTey pehhled buttons; it had two breast pockets ~md two side
pockets with V-shaped hUlloned flaps, and single-hnrton cuffs. The
trousers were worn wiLh Ml941 anklets.

From IH ~rarch 194'4 personnel who appeared to be 'worthy in
characrer, general performance ami polirical reliahiliLy' were perrnir.ted
G<:Tman rank insignia and collar patches, a distinction more likely to be
gaint'd hy battalions int.egTateci into Gennan infantry regimel1ls than
independent battalions, In practice ROA officers wore \J 1943 ROA or
M19% German officers' collar patches, and German shoulder hoards
with white infanLI)' underlay. while NCOs and men wore M1943 ROA or
\11940 German collal- patches and M194;3 ROA rank-hal'S on German
shoulder straps pipen in white. On 2 March 1945 personnel were
orne red to remove t!lei r German bn:ast eagles, a command often
igll0red. and German cadres to remove their ROA armshie1ds, to

perpelllalC the fiction Ihat the ROA/KONR were independelll am1en
forces allied 10 Germany.

Cos..c;ack troops in F,-ance wore STAndard GenTIan Anny uniforms ,lith
hreasT eilgles, M1942 'lance' collar patches and ,\oJ I94?, ROA rank insignia.
From 18 March 1914 some troops adopted German collar patches, and
lTiany officer~ added German shoulder hoards \\'ith white underlay for
inf:mr,,: h;:tltaliom and golclen-vellm,' for r<lvalrv h,lJlillions, O,lwr ranks

On 20 April 1945

Generalleutnant Max Pemsel,

comm:mdlng 6th Mountain

Division in Norway. was

appointed Chief or Slaff to the

German-Italian Liguria Army, ani)'

to see it surrender 12 days later

on 2 May. His M1935 sentice cap

and tunic bear conventional

general offl cer's d istincllons In

gold and bright red. At his throat

are the Knight's Crosses of the

Iron Cross and the War Merit

Cross with Swords; In his button

hole and on his left breast

pocket arc the 1914 Iron Cross

2nd Class ribbon and 1st Class

decoralion, both with 1939

clasps for subsequent Worfd War

II awards; and note the very Ion!!

ribbon bar above. General

Pemsel went on to serve In the

West Gennan Bundeswehr, and

could thus claim the rare dis­

tinction of having sented In three

German Armies. (Brian Davlsl
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The disparity In uniforms and

insignia and the dejected

appearance of these troops

captured by the French

Expeditionary Corps In llaly,

1944, make a striking contrast

with the smartness and

confidence of the early war

year.;. The private (len

foreground) wear.; the M 1943

tunic wllh regulation M1940

collar patches, shoulder slraps

and breast ea9le. The young

UnteroHizier (centre foreground)

has the M1942 tunic with M1940

breast eagle, te which he has

attached M1935 dark green

collar facln9 and bright alu­

minium NCO braid, M 1938 collar

patches, and long-obselete

M1935 pointed dark green

shoulder straps without piping.

[Brian Davis)

\\,UI I: ~Il ~Hj RUA UI Cu~s

ack shouldl'r straps or
M19'-10 Gennan shoulder
straps with white or golden­
yellow piping, all with
\rll94~) ROA/CO'isack rank
insignia. The Ml~)'-1:3 peakt'd
field cap was worn with
Gellllan or Cossack badge",.
A reel cloth armshield,
with additional 1-4 white
diagonal ~ill-ipes probahl)
indical ing elifferen t bat­
talions, was "VOl'll OIl the left
upper sleCVl'. sometimes
with a ROA armshielel
above.

Eastem Legion bal­
lalions con tinned to wear lxgion annshields and Cerrnan bl'cast l'aglc~

as well as the ;-',1 194~ cap badges, collar patches and shoulder
board/strap rank insignia (described anel illlLsllatcd ill i\V\,\ ,~30) until
~hy 1Q45. Relatively few pcrsonnel appear to have adopted German
collar patches and shoulder' boards/srraps with infantry white
underlays/pipings after 18 March 1944 - probably because they were
considered less reli.\ble than the ROA and Cossack.s. German ofticer and
:"oleO cadres wore German uniforms and insigni3 with [he Legion
armshield on the right upper ann,

Medals and awards
By 19'-1'i the German soldier \\'<1.S l'llIitled to \\e,ll a sllbs[allti.,illlulllhl~r ()!

medals, ribbons, campaign and qualificatioll badges on the fielel
uniform. This may have bolsle-red morale, but also truck
much-decorated soldiers obviom targets fOI' snipers.

The principal medal for bravery and leadership in the t'ront lint'
remained the Iron Cross, displayed in its 2nd Class by a button hole
ribbon and ill the ht Class by a black and silv<:,r pin-on cross on the leI'!
bre.lsl pocket. The German Cross in Gold might be awarded to
personnel who already hael rht' Iron Cross 1st Cl.LSS, anel \"'~lS worn as a
swastika within a gilt sunburst 011 Ihe right breast pocket. For funher acts
o[ conspicuous gaHalilry or leaelefship four c1a.sses of the Kn igh t 's Cros~

o[ the Iron Cross migh[ bt· awarded progres.sil'ely, and were worn at the
Throat: the basic I<.night's Cross, with Oakkaves, wilh Oakleaves and
Swords, and with Oaklcaws, Swords and Diamonds - the lauer supreme
award being gralltcdLO only a handful of ,,'el)' elistinguished oflicers,

The \Val' Mel'it Cross wi[h or withollt Swords [or deLS ()f bravery or
leadership away from the front line was in four classes: ~l1d Class blltLOlI
hole ribbon, 1st Class ClUSS pill ned to Ihe left breast pocket, ,\!lel silver
and gold classl.'·s of Knight's Cross worn at the lhroal. Soldiers aellllitleel
to the 'Roll of Honour of the German Army', equivalent If) the British
<,\rmy's 'mentio[[('d in dispatches', were from 30.Jal1llJ.IY L94'-1 awarded a
gilt meta] wreatheel sWZlstika clasp to be worn in the blltlon hole on the
Iron Cross ribbon.



Cotenlin Peninsula, France,

summer 1944: a FcI'dfebel' 01

the Russian Liberation Army

(ROA) reports 10 an olticer while

a German soldior looks on. The

Russian NCO Is probably trom

Ostbatailion 439, assigned as 4th

Bn to Grenadier-Regimenl 726,

716. Inlanlerie-Division. He

wears a M1935 tield tunic with

lhe applied ROA rank Insignia oJ

1942, superceded by January

1943 regulations; and the M1943

ROA arm shield - blue saltlre on

white shield edged red, on dark

green backing shield with while

or yellow Ic.Uerlnq. (Friedrich

Herrmann)

FOllr (ornbat <[ualifiGILion badp;e~ were \\'orn on the left breast
pockct: tlw silver [nfanu'y Assanlt l},ldge for in{;ullry, rifle and mountain
troops (bronn' for mOlori.~ed infantry); the silH::'r Tank Ballle B:ldge for
tank crews (bronze for Panzergrenadicrs and armoun:rl car crews); the
dull grey Army Anti-Aircraft Badge; and the silver Gcnet'al ,-\ssanlt Badgt'
lor OI.h('r branche", including artillery, anti-tank, engineer and medical
personnel. Apart from the Fbk badge these were initially awarded
for panieipation in three separate actions, but higher classes were
later added,

The Close Combat Clasp, Sniper's Badge:. Tank DestruCTion Badge,
and rhe similar award for shooting down an aircraft with light wcapom
are described in \L\A :130, The' Cl'rIIUln ,-IIIllI' J 939-45 (4). Awards such a~

the Narl'ik, Cholm, Crimea. D('myan,~k and Kuban Shields and the
i\l1li-Panisan War Badge, awarded for ser\'ic(' on [he Eastern Front,
could he seen worn b\' troops transferred ii'om Ih,1l lheatre to the
Western and Italian FrOllts - see MAA ;);)0, I{owe\,cr, onl)' one GlInpaign
shield was a\\'arded for service on the Jaller frOI1LS, and that was

nnoHicial. Thl' suhmarinc base or Lorienr in sutltlwrn Briuany held om
as an isolated ·fonr<>,'i.~' from fj i\\lgl1st 1944 until H \Ia\' 1~l'I5, In
December I q44 the base comlllall(ler, Admiral f-kllllC'ke. appro\'cd a
locally·made shield for wear on the left ann. in \"hiw metal, copper,
aluminium or brass; this featured a deliant warrior naked except for
helmeT., shield and sword bestriding thc base, with the date abov(' and
name below, How many were m~\dc is unknown,

Normandy, June 1944: mall Jor soldiers oJ 116. Panzer­

Division, which would be badly mauled In the fighting

against the Allied bridgeh..""d. The Obergetreiter handing it

out wears the M1942 reed-green summer tunic with unusual

buttoned cuffs; M1938 dark green shOUlder straps, M1936

arm chevrons, and on his M1943 field cap the division's

unofficial Wlndhund badge. The Obcrleldwebel (centrel­

probablv 3 pl:>toon leader In Panzergrenadicr-Reglmenl 60

or 156 - wears the M1940 spcM;ial field-grey uniform, now

no longer the sole preserve 01 SP gun units bul beginning 10

be Issued to the halt-track mechanised infantry. On his

collar M1940 field-grey patches with standard '9uards

braids' are oulllned in grass-green Waffenfarbe pIping. Note

this NCO's MP40 magazine pouches, non-standard 10x50

Volgtlander binoculars, and on his left breasl lhe Close

Comb:>l Clasp above the Iron Cross 1st Class. (Brlan Davisl 39



Table: SELECTIVE LIST OF BRANCH AND UNIT INSIGNIA OF UNITS
ON THE WESTERN AND ITALIAN FRONTS 10 JULY 1943-8 MAY 1945

Units Branch
colour

Shoulder-Simp insignia QUler
dlslinclions

Weslern Front
6.6 1G44 - B_5.1945

IIaljan Front
'0.7,194::) - 29.5.1945

Combat Troops - Staff (Kommandobahorde)

Pnk

G ifI.J\.G,H.CtJerrtlOO)
A I 1.7.11,15,19.25
r13lurnenlrl1
NGne 1'kJ, LOlWJ1tzj

I 'esV5
Vooogeni13 ,25,3Q,37,47, Sj,
58.62-.\.615-7,7 ,00-2,84,
Kni!lssI85,86,8B-9 I ,FeIli1

G (I3.GJ
AI 10,14 ~\l;(11

1451 .Venet!5d1e-s
KusterEndl73.75,
871\...omt;er .
Adliallsches Kuslenland/9
,.1,76

Combat Troops - Infantry (Infanter~)

01 Ba
1.136­
J- 1057

D 142.11
2:5:40-'-721.741

80,107, 1f7.131-2J45-7. H11.
HM,21 ,~S.3,267,27<1,:n .28'.
2e.5-6,2B9-00,:lCC3,314,329,
576-6.725.735.7&;.06.6&).71.
956,W2-4.~·B,1 3-&,
1£}59-60

D f 34.65,71 ,9:2,9-4,98.148.
02.278.334,356,'382,715

SI8k1gfJitj ClOSS
D 1232.237.305

D/19

-i:.a, .t5
D /5.17518,188
85,loo.ioo-7.00 ­
DI 1~7

7,157

26-7,
F I 729,739,B51-2,B.54-5.858
~---- (A!1J<ltl)

NC;:;;- (1 ~.2 iiJpe.i
Df H3-e

3-15-60

0/2.11;'7

136-7.200-7
DI 15i-Q.i"65,172.182.100
~J. 1,,1 .28,34,36,79,112,
213,22.1.251,342

D 159_04.7 ,2,2fi.24 -5,Le&6.
326,343-4, 146-8.708-g,71 1-2
DI 36.55"3.559---
IJ I g, 12.16,1 8-9,26,36,47,
62.i9,167.1{L 2IZ.246-.25fjl.
272,277.1.26,340,3B2.36 \.
,3EJ,4€>J,553.SS9-00, i08
rOO!i .13BJ.r
36-13(lJ [1 '19 ReglS)

D I 16,~9.77,tl4-5.B9.106,

176,1 . 89-00. \i~:2 9.249,
269.271-2,275·7,319. i,

338.3" -3,35 ,363,416,703.
716,719,
~,HiIrT1IJug Ras&let
0/91

2li1e InfanuytGl'~) s.~ VI'hJl13
231 UIl8 Inlan-"! (G~)R~~~

3 U1e Inl~ .~) Cw. afls

21J InftlntJ'Y ~erlIl6'erJ ON. ·taMs

1~Il!;l f'....uft~) ON_ Siefl \,\\Ita!

-.2. InfM (Plercn~!~.Sla11 V'ltuie
ZJ StatIC ~tBrdg) In. "I S1afl's ,'h:8

40

,I Tr.J!l_Il}I_I~~JOw. S~I--7\,'Yhi::::=:!E!=-I-DI f49
2 Tl(lilns (R3it:t.!Jus/;ll\D\~JInl ~s 1."IlW.B 1301~

5~~ D" S.atllTh~ldbz.o.V,) Whte 6-/ 136,~OO.f::06..616-7,
10 Depcl (Li-,SiOo Nr) Dov 51 J1s WMe D I 115.l80.190.405.4~,471,

476,526.0050,005
7 '--~-&58t41lnlHt>;j\s Ie 22,30,26IJ,S20,;;[ 11 ,253.536



Units Branch
=Iour

Shouldor-strap insignia Other
distinctions

__-+--::BIacl< \rI~OOTl

BIacl; Par1nlr IjlllOtffi

--- f1"Ck ~L;Il~OOTl

--Eiiack~~ lifljforrn
-~ PBfI2W \JlliiQiTIi

--+-Bbck:::::::~' Paru:f!t lJflit()rf)-1

~P~unllorm

GrEIY PBftr.~ U IotTn
GrW Pamer-iorm

2,25
H;I3.1 Hi, 12q,_111J
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THE PLATES

A: NORMANDY & NORTHERN FRANCE, 1944
A 1: Grenadier, Grenadier-Regiment 914; Omaha
Beach, Normandy, 6 June 1944
This rineman ol the 352.lnfanterie-Division opposing US
landings l)(1 'Bloody Omaha' is wearing the Zeltbahn 31
camouJlage hener-quarter with its darker side exposed, over
his M1943 field tunic and trousers with M1941 field-grey
canvas anklets ami lace-up boots. Hi~ Mi942 helmet has a
regulation net and fo!iage. He ~·tears the other ranks' black
belt with 'ropical M 1940 canvas infantry suppon Y-straps.
leathel' rjf, ammunition pouches, and slung M 1930 gas
mask canister. He carries the rare Wallher 'l.92mm Gewehr
41 (VV) ;seml-automatic nne, a M1924 stick grenade and two
M1939 'egg' grer!ades.

A2: Gefreiter, F'anzerg renadier-Lehr-Reg Iment
901; Barenton, August 1944
This section lirsl gunner is participating in the unsuccessful
Operation l\..vftich counterattack, 7-8 August 19,.4, when his
regiment was de!>troyed. He wears the M 1940 special
held-grey uniform issued to all Panzer-Lehr-D:vision troops
not entitled to the black Panze~ uniform. Tne dark greer!
M1935 shoulder straps have grass-greer! branch-colour
piping and stitched Gothic L for Lehr, and an NCO
candidate's aluminium shoulder Icops. The M1940 collar
patches are also piped grass-grB6i1; rank is indicated by the
M1940 left sleeve chevron. His M1942 helmet has the
second pattern cover in M1931 splinter-patlern camouflage.
He \':ears M1939 black leather infantry V-straps, supporting
on his belt an MG42 first gunner's spares pOLIch and P38
'-'Valther' pistol 'n a sof1-shell holster.

A3: Oberwachtmeister, Armoured Rocket­
Launcher Battery; Normandy, June 1944
The personnel of independent armoured rocket-Iaurlcher
batteries, equipped with 15cm Nebelwerler 42 launchers
mounted on half-tracks, were issued the M1940 special
field-grey uniform. However, this serlior NCO wears the
M 1942 Panzer \'Iorking uniform in light grey herringbone twill
with large leM breast and thigh pockets. This was issued with
the breast eagle attached; instead 01 the regulation M1942
sleeve rank insignia he has added M 1935 shoulder straps
and M1940 collar patches piped with artillery red (patches
Piped in regulation bordeaux-red were rare); note also his
Generall\ssault Badge. He wears a M1943 peaked field cap,
a P38 Walther pistol In a soft-shell holster, and lace-up ankle
boots: and carries' liberated' war booty in his M1942 helmet
- American oigarettes were particularly prized.

B: NORMANDY & NORTHERN FRANCE, 1944
B1: Hauptmann, Festungs-Grenadier-Regiment
857; Caen, July 1944
This battalion commander from 346.lnfanterie-Division wears
a privately-made field tunic in Zeltbahn 31 splinter-pattern
camouflage, resembling the M 1935 other ranks' tunic in cut,
with added M1935 officer's collar patches, shoulder boards
and breast eagle. It was not uncommon to see such jackets
lairly Ii ally decorated: he displays the ribbons 01 the Iron
Cross 2nd Class and t:astern Winter 1941-42 Medal. his Iron
Cross 15t Class and an Infantry I\ssaull BRdge. The M193~

Members of a ROA Ostbalalllon and their Garman cadre

happy to be taken prisoner by US forces In Normandy, June

1944. All wear German uniforms and Insignia; with the

exception of the man wearIng the fleeca cap and the ROA

arm shield, the non-Gerrnans are only recognisable by their
fealures. (Friedrich Herrmannl

'old style' soft-peaked fie~d cap has BeVo machine-woven
insignia; lhe Mt943 field-grey belted trousers are tucked into
M1939 other ranks' short-shaft marching bools. He carries a
holstered P08 Luger pistol on his blacker!ed M 1934 officer's
belt, and Voigtiander short 10x50 binoculars.

B2: Lcutnant, Heeres-Flakartillerie-Abteilung
281; Falaise Pocket, Augusl 1944
This young anti-aircraft battery commander in 116.
Panzer-Division wears a version of the M1940 reed-green
HBT summer field tunic cuI like the M1935 other ranks' field
tunic With pxket pleats, with M1 935 officers' collar patches,
shoulder boards, and other ranks' breast eagle; note
matchinq .\11943 issue reed-green lrouse~s. He wears a
Mt942 helmet, M1941 canvas anklets and lace-up ankle
boots; hiS blackened M1934 orficer's beit supports a P38
Walthe~ pistoi in a soft-shell holster, and he has tucked under
it hiS iv11938 offi f'S field cap with aluminium front llao and
crown pipings. He displays the Army Anti-Aircraft breast
badge and Iron Cross 2nd Class bJtton hole ribbon; and
carries a M1934 range finder.

B3: Panzergrenadier, Panzorgrenadier-Reglment
192; Lilla, September 1944
This 21.PahZer-Division soldie~ wears the M1943 marsh­
paflern hooded smock in Zellbahn 31 splinter-pattern
camouflage over his M1 940 field tunic, with M 1 943 field-grey
belted trousEll'S, M 19,.. 1 field-grey canvas anklets and ankle
bools. His M1942 helmet has a field-made net of twine and
hooks for foliage. He has lhe black other ranks' belt with
field-grey painted buckle, M1939 leather infantry support Y­
straps, slung M1930 gas mask canister, a P3B Walther pistol
in a soft-shell holster. He carries the 8.8cm M43
Panzerschreck ('lank frightener'j anti-tank rocket-launcher, a
copy of the US Army 2.36in bazooka introduced late in 1943.

C: SOUTHERN FRANCE, 1944
C 1: Legionar, Armenisches Feld-Bataillon 1/198;
Toulon, August 1944
Thi~ I\rmp.n;Rn Legion unit formed the 41h Bn of Gren8dieT- 43



ReY"Tlent 918, 242.lntantene-Divlslon, and. '.'idS on<o' at te"
Eastern Leg'lon units to be awarded German insignia alter 18
March 19'~4; the bat1alion was destroyed In the d~f8flc:e of
Toulon. This ri~eman wears the 1943 field tuniC with M1940
field-grey shoulder straps piped Infantry white, M 1940 other
ranks' collar patches and breast eagle, and a M 1942 national
armshield. He wears the M1942 helmet, M1943 field-grey
belted trousers, M 1941 canvas anklets ~d ankle boots. The
other ranks' black belt with leather 0111939 Infantry Y-straps
supports rifle ammunition pouches. a bayonet and
entrenchi~g tool on his let1 rip, and bread bag and canteen
on his right; the M 1930 gas mask canister is slung round his
body. He is armed with the standard Karabi~er 98k rifle and
a t,1.1939 grenade.

C2: Generalmajor, 11.Panzer-Divisionj Alsace,

Se ptember 1944

Re[!!Cting a general officer's normal affectations such as a
privat~y·taiIOled field-grey or black Panzer uniform, this
divisional commander wears the regulation other ranks'
Ml943 field tunic 'Nith general officers' AJI-Larisch collar
patches, shoulder boards, gold breast eagle and gilded
pebbled buttons. He has a M 1943 peaked field cap \"Iith gold
wire Grown pipi~g; oflicer's breeches \',ilh general officer's
bright red piping and broad stripes, and officer's riding-boots
'....ilhout spurs. He carri~ a 7.65mm Walther PPK pistol (his
only personal indulgence) holstered on his 0111934 officer's
brO'.'m belt, and i Ox50 long Zeif3 binoculars, He displays the
Knight's Cross, tr,e ribbon of the Eastern vVlnter 1941-42
Medal and lhe Ta~k Battle Badge.

C3: Unterfeldwebel, Panzer-Abteilu ng 2113;

lorraine, Septem ber 1944

This 113.Panzer-Brigade tank commander wears the black
M1942 Panzer jacket with M1934 shoulder straps ar.d NCO
braid, coUar patches and breast eagle. He wears black

lace-up ClnkJe-boots, and an ML36 round ~eck tleld grey
sv"eater In pref~re"ce to the regulation grey shirt and black
tie. The M1943 field-grey peaked field cap suggests supply
shortages of the black Panzer version. He nas a P38 Walther
In a soft-shell holster on his belt; and displays the Iron Cross
2nd Class ribbon in his bullon hole, the Tank Battle Badge, a
black VVound Badge (for one and two v/ounds), and on hiS left
51eeve the Cnmea Shield. indicating previous Eastern Front
service. He carries the standard field ~ash1jghl_

D: BELGIUM AND NETHERLANDS, 1944
D1: Grenadier, Grenadier- Regiment 1222;

Arnhem corridor, October 1944

This section third Lt,.r.G gunner from 180.lnfantefle- DIVISion
wears the M1943 field tunic and. belled trousers with 0111941
canvas anklets and ankle boots; hiS M 1942 helmet has a
hooked chicken-'Nlre 'basket' cover. His belt and M 1939
leather infantry V-straps support standard rifleman's
equipment: M1938 foldi~g shovel in second pat1ern carrier
and 84/98 bayor,et on his left hip; M1931 mess kit, bread bag
and camouflage sheller-quarter on Ilis lower back; and
M 1931 canteen and cup behind his right hip. He has tied his
gas cape peuch to the M 1930 gas mask canister hanging

Part of an infantry section training in France, May t944.

They wear M1940 and M1943 Ileld tunics; M1942

greatcoatsj M1940 trousers with M1939 short-shaft

marching boots, or M1943 belted trousers with M1941

C<lnvas anklets and ankle boots, The first gunner of the LMG

team Is at far right; he has a holstered P35 Radom pistol

and the MG42 spares pouch on his bell, Left of him we see

the second gunner, with holstered pistol, ammunition box,

and stick grenade:;, The third gunner, with standard rifle

equipment, holds the lale model MG42. All three carry :;pare

ammunition belts. (Friedrich Herrmann)

ABOVE Very different from the

appearance of a German olficer

of 1939/40 - a Leutnant 01

inlantry wearing the M1943 other

ranks' lIeld tunic, to which (like

many) he has added non­

regulation M1935 collar patches

and breast cagle. Note the alu­

minium officer's crown piping on

44 his M1943 field cap. IBrian Davis)



from his shoulder. He carries a Karabiner 98k rifle and a spare
ammunition belt for the light machine gun.

02: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie-Trupp (Mot.)
189; Dutch-Belgian bo rder, September 1944
This military policeman from 89.lnfanterie-Division is on
traffic control duty as passenger on a motorcycle
combination. He wears a M1942 field-tunic. with scalloped
pocket flaps but no pleats. with M1940 s'1oulder straps.
collar patches. breast eagle al'ld 1\'00 collaf braid. M 1935
helmet with motorcycle goggles. M1943 belled trousers and
M1939 short-shaf1 marching boots complete the uniform. On
his belt he wears a second paltem tnple magazine pouch for
the MP40 sub-machine gun slyng arouod his neck for easy
access. He wears his 'chained dog' duty gorget ar.d displays
the Infanlry Assault Badge; how ;e1. following the 19 March
1944 regulations, he has removed is military police !ett arm
badge and cuff title. He carries a 'batC!>o 10 direct rafflc.

03: Obergefreiter, Grenadier-Regiment 1039;
Breskens Pocket, October 1944
This infantryman of 64./nlanterie-Division trapped in the
Breskens Pocket in northern Belgium wears the M1943 field
tunic. peaked field cap and belled trousers, M 1941 canvas
anklets and lace-up bools. As a radioman al company HQ he
wears the signaller's qualf1:teatlon oodge ,in. infan~ry '....hite
above his M1940 rank ci'levrons. He 'Carnes th¢ feld/u.B
short-range (one mile) radio with 32in ante::.M and attached
headphones sus~nde<! from "lis 1M1939 leather infantry
V-straps. anothe minimum oj~ e<;luipmenl- ~ 1'38 Waither
in a soft-sl'lell holsler aDd M1931 bread bag. &anteen
and cup.

Dieppe, August 1944: Gennal'l POWs have tied and buttoned
their Zeltbahn 31 shelter-quarters together to make
four-man tents. That in the foreground clearly shows the
contrast between the Ught (outside) and dark (centre) sides
of the Zellbahn. (Brian DaVis)

This Panzergrenadler in Italy In 1944 wears the M1938

Mountain Troops' reversible feldgraulwhlle anorak, which its
three distinctive chest pockets. He still wears the M1934
field cap rather than the peaked M1943 model. (Brian Davis)

E: ARDENNES OFFENSIVE, 1944-45
E1: Unte roffizier, Fusilier-Regiment 39;
Ardennes, December 1944
On 12 November 1942 this infantry regiment in
26.Volksgrenadier-Division was designated Fusilier in honour
of the Greal War commander. GenObst Erich von Ludendorfr.
This NCO section commander •....ears the M19'2 field
greatcoat with extra wide collar for warmth, M 1942 helmet
with chicken-wire cover, iV. 19'~2 tubular wo:)l!en oalaclava
pulled dOVln around his neck, woollen gloves. M1943 fleld­
grey belted trousers, M1941 canvas anklets and ankle boats.
His other ranks' black leather belt and M1939 infantry
V-straps support two sets 01 triple Ganvas magazine pouches
for his MP4' 0ater designated 8t844) assau/l rine: an B4/98
bayonet and entrenching tcol on his lef1 hip; and tl'/O M24
sti::k grenades.

E2: Oberstreutnant, Pionier- Bataillo n 33;
Ardennes, December 1944
This commander of the 15.Panzergrenadier-Divlsion's
co:nbat engineers is wearing a late version of the M 1934
rubberised greatcoat wnh field-grey cloth colla'; in',tially
issued to molorcyclists and military police, from 1944 il was
privately acquired by many officers and senior NCOs in the
(rcnl line. He has added his shoulder boards with engmeer
black undertay. His M1943 officer's peaked field cap has
aluminium wire crown piping and a M1943 eagle and
cockade on a T-shaped field-grey backing: he \'Jears officers'
scedl" gl()\/PS ~nd riding coats. Hp. ('.1mp.'.' <l P38 Wallher in a 45
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The M1944 field blouse was popular, but officers offen had

them privately made or retailored to personal taste, General

der Panzertruppen Gerhard Graf von Schwedn, commandln9

76 Panzer Corps, was photographed at Bologna, March

1945, wearing one with his shoulder boards, Alt-Larlsch

collar patches, dress-quality gold thread breast eagle

(against regulations), gold buttons, and decorations. The

open throat displays his Knight's Cross with Oakleaves,

Swords and Diamonds. The headgear is the Mt934 'old

style' field cap with gold machine-woven insignia and gold

pipings. (Blian Davis)

M 1938 hard-shell holster on his blackened M 1934 ofticer's
belt. 11 starn:lard field flashlight and VoigUander short 10x50
binoculars.

E3: Panzerobergrenadier, I Panzergrenadier­
Bataillon, Fiihrer-Begleit-Brigade; Ardennes,
January 1945
The FUhrer-Beglelt-Brigade, a detachment of Which formed
.Htler's personal bodyguard, was effectively a
Grol3deutschland unit. Tnis senior private wears M1942
one-piece snow overalls over a M 1942 padded
non-reversible willter tunic in M1944 marsh-pattern
camouflage; a field-grey tubula balaclava around his neck; a
M1942 helmet •....ith minimal chi k n-wire cover and streaked
with whitewash: three-ringer reversible miltens. and lace-up
ankJe boots, He carr:es leather rifle ammunition pouches and

a tv11'939 ~rendae on U,e right fWlll ut .t:l~ bell, and on \I ,e 'loiit
canvaS, magazine PQucf'res for the Gew.43 semi-automal:c
rille and ~ 84/98 ba-/of',et A lighting knife Is clipped 10 the
chest of his overalls.

F: WESTERN GERMANY, 1945
Fl: Oberleutnant, Panzergrenadier-Bataillon
2106; Cologne, March 1945
This veteran company commander in 106.Panzer-Br'gade
'FeldherrnhaJle' fighting on the Rhine tront wears the M1940
special field-grey jacket displaying M1935 officer's
eolrar-palches and breast eagle, the 'FeldhermhalJe' shoulder
board monc~ram and cuff lille, two silver Tank Destruction
Badges, lhe bronze Taoil ~attle Badge, the SA Military Sports
Badge and Iron Cross 2nd' Class Tlbbon. I-Je also wears the
Ml942 hel~et and field.grel/ sweater, fhe lrousers of the
M1940 special li(;;'ld-Qrey oniform, aoo black ankle bocts. He
carries $taooaro i5x30 binoculars,; a M 935 oflicer's dispatch
(map), Case and a P38 WaJ1her pistol in a M1938 soh-shell
'hQlstei' on .his black olher ranks' bell; and a M 1943
f'antert<J,usl 30 ('tank puncher') anti-tank grenade-launcher.

F2: Gelreiter, Grenadier-Regiment 48; Ruhr
pocket, April 1945
This section commander from 12.Volksgrenaoler-D!vISlon
wears the M1944 field blouse With M 1944 shoulder straps
piped mfantry while, all-ranks' breasl eagle and collar
patches: his M1940 rank chevron is just visible on the left
slee~. HIS M 1942 helmet is painted in imitation of the
Zeltbahn 31 lan, bro':m and green carnoullage colours.
Mi9~4 trousers are lucked into M1941 canvas anklets: note
the plain lealher lace-up ankle boots. He has M1940 web
supporting-slraps, canvas magazine pouches for his
MP44/S1G44 assault rifle, an M1939 grenade, and B4/98
bayonet and folding shovel b€hind his left hip,

F3: Panzerg renad ier, Pa nzergrenadier-Regi ment
156; Reichswald Forest, February 1945
Tnis soldier from 116.Panzer-Divislon wears a M1942
non-reversible padded \':inler tunic in M 1943 fT'arsh-paltern
call10uflage, without insi\jlflia, ove.' his M t 943 field-grey tunic
and belted lrousers, His Md94J field cap bears the unoffiCial
silver and blaCk (or dark gmy)' divisio~al greyhound badge on
the left Side, Agail1, I'lGlte tile p1ainaeafher of the unblackened
ankle bools. He r.as, M~9J9 lealher infantry Y-straps and
M191 t ammunilioft !JK'luche-s with a grenade at1ached:
behind his left hip are an 84/98 bayonet and his enlrenching
tocl. He also carries a M1924 stick-grenade, his slung
Karabiner 98K, and a M1943 Panzerfaust 60 anti-tank
grerade-Iauncher.

G: SICILY AND SOUTHERN ITALY, 1943
G1: Wehrmachtoberpfarrer, 26.Panzer-Dlvision;
Volturno, November 1943
Th;s Roman Catholic divisioral chaplain wears the M193t>
officer's field tunic without shoulder boards but with an
M1935 officer's breast eagle. HIS rank is approximalely
indicated by the M1935 "ialet collar patches with aluminium
'guards braids'. His M1937 officer's peaked service cap has
Violet pipings, and an aluminium Gothic cross between the
national insignia, His M1934 officer's belt, M1940 officer's
breeches and riding boots are conventional; he wears a



Catholic crucifix around his neck, and the
chaplain's amlband. On his left breast pocket
are pinned the War Merit Cross 1st Class \\~th

Swords and a black V~ound Badge; he wears
the ribbon of the War Merit Cross 2nd Class in
his button hole.

G2: Panzergrenadier,
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 64;
Salerno, September 1943
This member of a rifle section in 16.
Panzer-DiVision. attacking the Allied
bridgehead. wears the M1940 light olive
tropical shirt with applied M1940 field-grey
shoulder straps piped grass-green; M 1943
field-grey trousers are confined by M1941
field-gre)' canvas anklets over black ankle
boots. He has dust-goggles on his
sand-painted M1935 helmet; a M1940 canva~

tropical belt and Y-straps support M 1911 black
leather rifle ammunition pouches and the rest of the
conventional rifleman's belt order. obscured here. Also
obscured but slung by a canvas strap over the left shoulder
is an olive-green canvas rifle-grenade POUC~l for the launcher
screwed to his Karabiner 98k. The pouch was also
manufactured in both reed-green canvas and black leather;
and note at his fee a pair of second pattern nfle-;)re'lade
carrying bags, designed to be carried by hand.

G3: Unterfeldwebel, Panzergrenadier-Regiment

115; Sicily, July 1943
This section commander from 15.Panzergre:ladier-Dlvlsion.
opposing the Allied landings, wears the M1942 light olive
tropical field tunic with 11.41940 machine-woven blue-grey
thread breast eagle and collar patches on rust-brown
backing, and copper-tan aluminium NCO braid on the collar
and olive M1940 tropical shoulder straps. His M1940 light
olive tropical peaked field cap has a blue-grey eagle and
tricolour national co::kade on rust-brown backing. The
M 1940 light olive tropical trousers are gathered at the ankle
over laced leather beats. He wears second pattern tan
canvas MP40 magazine pouches on his M1940 tropical
canvas bell. with a 84/98 bayonet and entrenching tool; the
M 1935 sand-painted helmet still bears the Wehrmacht eagle
decal on the lert side. Note on tlis left breast the Close
Combat Clasp in bronze and the bronze Tank Battle Badge;
he also displays the Iron Crass 2nd Class ribbon. and the
M1943 'AFRIKA' cLIff trlle for North Africa veterans.

H: CENTRAL AND NORTHERN ITALY, 1944­
1945
H1: Obergefreiter, Jager-Regiment 25; Gothic
Line, Septem ber 1944
This section third gunner in 42.Jager-Division VICars the
M 1942 reed-green herringbone twill tunic and trousers. His
M 1940 field-grey shoulder straps are piped in Iighl green;
note also the M1942 machine-embro'dered Jager right arm
ba.dge. aCid M1940 rank chevrons. His M1942 helmet has a
second model cover in i 943 marsh-pattern camouflage. He
has the M i 943 fie:d-grey woollen shirt. M1941 field-grey
canvas anklets, and cleated mountain boots. HIS combat
eqlJipme:lt is Gonve:llional: note tucked into his bel! the

April 1945, Ruhr Pocket: two subaltern officers - appearing
rather old for their rank - prepare to leave for a US POW
camp, retaining the equipment necessary for an uncertain
future. (Left) M1934 motorcyclist's rubberised coat with
feldgrau cloth collar; wartime-manufactured faldgrau canvas
rucksack with leather straps, and blanket; M1943 field cap
with aluminium crown piping. (Right) M 1935 officer's field
greatcoat, piped M1943 field cap, M1931 bread bag and
mess kit. (Friedrich Hernnann)

M 1943 field cap v/ith M 1942 aluminium three-leaf Jager
badge on the left side. He carries a Karabiner 98k, M 1939
gre'1ades. and a machine gun ammunition box.

H2: Unteroffizier, Reichsgrenadier-Regiment
Hoch- und Deutschmeister; Gustav Line,

February 1944
This NCO from the Hoch- und Deutschmeisler (44.lnfanterie­
Divisio'l) \':ears the M1942 collar1ess smock, m Zeltbahn 31
camouflage reversing to white, over his M 1943 field tunic and
M1942 \'Iide-collar field greatcoat; M1943 field-grey betted
trousers. M1941 (,eld-grey canvas anklets and black ankle
boots. His M 1942 helmet has a nJbber foliage retainer ring;
and tropical canvas V-straps support his black leather belt.
This section commander has one set of pouch~ for his
MP40 sub-machine gun, a M 1935 brown leather map case.
and 6x30 bincculars.

H3: Stabsleldwebel, Panzer-Aufklarungs­
Abteilung 26; River Po. April 1945
This senior NCO In 26.Panzer-Divis:on wears the M1942
reed-green HBT Panzer woJiling jacket with a machine­
woven M 19'~'~ breast eagle and the unpopular M1942
regulation arm rank insignia; he has added - against regu­
lations - Panzer collar patches. piped golden-yellow for
Armoured Reconnaissance troops. His M1 g,j3 Panzer field
cap has machine-woven insignia on a T-shaped backing, His
trousers are field-made in Italian M1929 forest-pattern cam­
ouflage cloth, to resemb~e M1942 Panzer de:llTns but with an
added second thigh pocket; they are dra\'/stringed at the
ankle over lace-up bools. As an AFV crew member he carries
;l P.18 INAI/her in a hard-shell holster on his other r'anks' bett 47



Prit;onc,..; ncar Pcrugi<l, Italy, in

July 1944. The Oberleulnanl

(Ieftl wears the M1942

reed-green summer tunic with

pleattess pockets (the M1943

had straight pocket llaps),

privately shortened in the skirt,

with M1935 collar patches, and

has against regulations added an

officor's aluminium thread breast

eagle. He wea,..; the M1934 'old

style' field cap, patched,

reinforced breeches and ridln9

boots; note the M T935 dispatch

case at his bell.

The three officers Irom 5th

Mountain Division (right) all wear

M1941 Luftwaffe light khaki

tropical unIform - nato Edelwolss

ann badges. All show typical

slight differences: the man on

the lelt a r the trio has a

privately-made light khaki

version 01 Ihe M1936 mountain

cap; the officer In the centre hOI:'

the M1943 lield-grey held cap,

with the Mountain Troops badge

pinned to the lelt side; the right

hand officer has non-standard

trousers with two thigh pockets,

(Friedrich Herrmann)
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WARRIOR
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and the b",t "rchin] photo:,rraphy J\'niJable,
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deCiSive hole in the German defences,
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1939-45 (4) Eastern Front 1943-45

Text by Ni?;e1 Thomas' colour plates by

Step>-.en Andrew, This title COYef'S the

organisation, eqUlprrtCf1t. tTlIfofll1S and I~la

of the Gennan forces fighting a defenSIVe war
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liber.lllon of Hitler's Fonrcss Europe from

the Nazis. The Normandy campaign. descnbed
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ISBN I 85532 640 X

Men·at·A,.ms 3 II: The German Army

1939-45 (I) Blitzkrieg

Text by Nigel Thomas. colour pl,Ltes by Slt>pht'n
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MILITARY MEN-AT-ARMS
THE GERMAN ARMY 1939-45 (5) WESTERN FRONT 1943-45

In this the final title of the sequence,

Nigel Thomas covers the high comm,md,

the developments in unit organisation,

the campaigns and Lhe uniforms and

equipment of Lhe last two years of the war

in North-West Europe and Italy. Despite

Lhe huge pressure of fighting on three fronLs,

cyer-worsening shortages of manpower and

equipment, and Allied command of the skies,

Germany's decimaLed divisions fought on

WiLh impressi\'e skill and determinaLion.

This period also saw a fascinating mixture

of obsolescent, newly designed, and field-made

combat c10rhing which gave the German

soldier a r.ldically different appearancc from

his predecessor of just fin; years before.

JVIEN-AT-AR~IS
• Arl IUl'lnoivalled source of infor-mation on the

organisation, unifor-ms and equipment

of the world's milrtar-y for-ces, p _
and IOrec;ent.

• The series covers subjects as dive e as

the Ilmperial Roman amlY and its enemies;

the paratroopers and tank crews of OUt"

ovvn day: and hundreds of other subjects
beiv.;een, over the whole world and more

than 5,000 years of history.

• The popular" 48-page format includes

concise text packed with specific

infor-mation, some 40 photographs,

maps and diagrams, and eight full-colour­

plates of uniformed figures.
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